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bearing, tbat scorn of the happiness and
luxariea of the wvorld, that austere, aigid
liie ef strict self denial, that bold rebukir.g
ef ungodliness in high places. It la ahi
sunmed up for uls in those words 1 have al-
ready quotcd, John fttlled hi3 course-
words which depiet his career either as that
of the victerious racer daslxing along the
race course, paseing every competitor, and
dying nobly in the very moment of victory ;
or, as others have understood the words, of
the course of some streamn that 8iweepe along
ia its majestic course, fertilizing, as it goes,
niany and many a land, and at asat rnsbing
a a mighty torrent into the bed of the
ouean?, its native home. Brethren, when

ioak at Ulhr hiti-a f a great itlk
St. John the Br.,ptist, it la riglit to trace the

f visible effict to the hidden cause; te trace
the streamn to its one true fountain, and to
be s.ure that where thero is such abhorrenr<,
of sm1, sueli love for the Savieur, suclh wic-
nessing for trnth, such boldness evea unto
death, that God bas been sought and fonind ;
that fruits like these grew flot on the stem
nE nature; that the truth has beea followed,
se far as the truth ia known ; that that
truth bas taught him how te value thei
world's toys arad baits, and scora and rage-
to value them at their real value, when seen
ia the light of eterniity--and thea te trarnple
them under foot. Faitb like bis ; separation
and severance from the wçorld like hie; that
rugged and undaunted beldness whichi
courts ne srmile aud fears ne frown lbas its
mots on high. in common with (4od, in a
spirit of obedience to Bis will. But your
presence here to-day remiads me that 1 muet
tut-n te another illustration of the text, "1By
their fruits ye tshahl Lnow them." 1 cannot
hope te teach yeu your duty as Màasone ; it
wonld ill become me-perhaps the youngest
ln your ranks-to attempt thia. But sînice
yen have honored me se far as to ask% me te
e.ddrers yon on thia festival, 1 propose to ex-
amine our world-wvide order by the simple
test our Lord and Saviour here laye down ;
and with un ffected humility permit nme te
ask ynu, Brethren and Worshipful and
Right Worsliipft Brethren, te extead your
wonted charity to me if I fail, I do not isay
te instruot, but te interest yen. . WhaL I
bave te bay cannot ho new te yon, for it ie
fa-cm yeurselves that 1 have learned the trnths
1 amn about te put yon in mind of. What,
then, la Freemasonry, and what are its
fruits? What is its aim, and what dees it
de? -Fitet, what isit? It is a beaifut
eistem of mànalityveiled in aflegory, and MUus-
fraied by symbols. Maisonry, then, is net a
system of religion, but of morality. The
F reat principles et natural and revealed re-
ligion ai-e, it la true, prescerved and inctai.
cated by oui- Order. The Bible, the volume
of the Sacredi Lsw, is the grent standard et
Lfr.snic trnth, No act la regalar %vhich

-feels net the hallowing influence ef its open

pages. It ia the central point te which t~he
eyes ni blasons iure alwvays; directed, fr6à
iwhich are diffused those gleania üf liejf
which, dispel the darkness ct the human
undez-standing, and brlghten and illumine
the blindnes of the human heart. But
Màsonry concerne itself rather with the
moral than with the spiritual doctrines of
the Bible. It is the handrnaid anid assistant,
not the rival of, or the mibstitute for, the
Ohurch. This "system of mor-ility, veiled
in allegory," is 'illustrated by symbole'--
symbole f rom the universal language. The
bent knee, bowed head, outstretclhed baud,
are cnibodiments ef thouglits and feelings
cominon to Manhind. Look around you, as
Vfju iit,, isùii sute rtad" Lu, yvu w1jat Luis
Church teaches yen symbolically. The

ichaticel looks toward the Eastheccause Christ
le the Bright and Morninz Star, and shahl
thence appear, as say the old traditions,
%vhta iu the latter day lie comethi to save
ns. The Western front is toivard the world.
Upon that face are found la rnany an ancient
Pathiedral ail manner et strange grotesque
figures, representing the evil agents and
povers of darkness st forth from the
i nrchl and beating their wings againet its

widwunable to effect an entrance.
There, at the North, stands the tow~er, tho
symbo)l of the Apostolie Miaistry facing the
foes of Christ and resisting theni, keeping
watch and ward evermore on the side of the
danger. Witbin, the church is divlded into
jnave, choir, and savcttuary; threefold accord.
ing te the eternal Three, and yet again in the
nave are three aisies, of the sanie sacred,
numnber. The chanrel arch le the symbol of
the gate ef deathb, the portal througli which
man enters into the rest ef paradise. The
choir represents that paradise, the place o£
oui- hopes and dreams. Thither looking,wer
see its occupants clotlied lu whiite robes anxd
isiinging lu melodious antiphoual. chant the
jsonge~ of other days, and the new songe et
Momes and the Lamb before the svlnbol of
the throne. That thi-oneiewiti; it standsa
ln the sauctuary-the symbol of the present
Christ, wbere we show foi-th the Loi-d'a
duath till he corne. Above the chncel the
roof ascends, adorned here and thero -with

1 h!ining, stars, because oui- journey tbrough
lite is in the night ef this worlci-a
night now far spent. The font
stands at the door, because we enter by
baptism into the fold of God. The very
windows are symbole. They are wider with-
in than without, because the trtith wideus
and broadens upon us as we leave the %vorld.
and enter the hnusehold of Cod. and those
windows are filled with niany celoreýd
glass, which, from without, appears dat-k
and nrisightly, but from with ta appeura
beaùtlful mrnd clear; because it 13s oahy by
beinig inside the chut-eh 'that mian caii dia-
cern the glt-y aund beauty of the liglit Ïbed
on uîs by -our Lord, whro is Iight. Sueb,
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