
ILLUSTRATIOXS AND THBIR A PPLICATIONS.

second Temple did not compare with
the glory of the first. As the years
rolled by, bowever, it was the high
privilege of a foreign king, whose
iroyalty was the gift of the Roman
Senate, to adorn and renew with con-
siderable splendor the bouse of the
Lord. It was dons te conciliate a
people whose loyal respect had been
alienated by hie crucîties and crime.
The grand entrance frora the court ef
the Gentiles to the court of Jeraci,
'wbich formcd the principal passage
for the Peeple, to the places especially
designated for their religions observ-
ances, he adorned with great taste
and with princely liberality. This was
the 1'Golden Gate "-8e called, as
Josephus informs us, -"because its
folding doors, with their lintels and
pillars, were overlaid with massive
plates of Corinthien brass, elaborate-
ly ortamented wi' h appropriate
sculpture." Through this ",Beauti-
ful Gatti" the inhabitants of Jerusa-
lem and the Jews frorm afar, entered
the court of Israel "1to serve the
Lord with gladness, ana corne before
Ris presence with a song." Twice,
every day, the great congregation
paesed through this gate, and conse-
quently there was no spot in the
Ifoly City more trodden by the feet ef
the faithful than the pavement of the
saered portal. Here the charitable
sympathies of the dwellers in the
Chosen CJity employed themselves in
the relief of the distressed ones in
their path, and here were brougbit
those whose helplessness gave them
the human right to expect aid and
support from their brother man.

Beyond the thresheld of the portai,
Gentile coula net pass. It was the
reserved privilege of these whom the
Âlmighty had peculiarly ehosen for
is own.

Temple and eity are no more, as in
their former glory. The Beautiful
Gate would be bard to fix amid the
desolation of tbe ancien t city and the
8qualid confusion of the modern town.
Where sweet harmonies sounded the
willing praise of pions men, the

dreary stilhiess is startled. by thxe
hoarse ery of the Muezzin. At the
entrance to the poroh, friend greeted
friend, as they went wïthin to offer
up their adorations as brethren to the
Father, and feit that at the gate ail
worldly dickering, and the enmities of
trade or personality should be left be-
hind. Hypocrisy, smooth visaged,
but with unhealthy hue, might paso
within; cold, calculating worldliness
might seek, for its own purposes, to
be seen in the presence of the earnest
and the true; formality-its zeal tee
glowing at firet, too soon abated and
quenched-might, because forced by
a strict and unyielding law, enter ii
order to hold its place in the counsels
of the Theocratie State ; but these
,were the few among the many, whose
honest and truthful adherenoe to the
faith and practice ef their fathers,
honored the pavement worn by their
constant and willing feet.

Another allegory from the Temple,
compauions. Is not the reading clear?
Shail we not have in Mas onry a strict-
ly guardcd gate, through which none
shahl pass but the chosen one? Shalt
it not lead from the outer courts of
worldliness to the inner court of truc
hrothcrhood ? Shall flot ail unkind-
ness, wratb, cvii speaking, malice, the,
conteste of trade, the differences of
social life, be put aside at the door,
and shall we not se to it that the
services within are of a nature te
stimulate zeal for riglit doing, te un-
cloak hypocrisy, and to teach the
mercenary that there is soplething in
its moral precincts better suited to
man's welI being than the hope of
material gain ?

And shail not the lesson of the
iBeautiful Gate be used, to remind
th ose wLo seek to enter the gate which
the craft bas provided,' that the y muet
corne in as sincere seekers after a
knowledge which. will benefit, net
only themscives, but their fellow-
men ? Shall we not point te them
the afflictcd one, who may be at the
entrance, to teach them the love
which brother muet extend te, bro-


