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Accordingly, when the day and hour set apart for the consideration
of the special order has arrived, that special order takes precedence of
all other business. The presiding officer or any member may call it up,
and to do so may interrupt any one, although the latter may at the time
have possession of the floor, and be addressing the meeting. Whatever
business is then before th( Lodge must be suspended at once, that the
special order may take its place, and be brouglt before the assembly.

But, although the special order will thus obtrude itself before the
Lodge at the sacrifice of all other business, it does not fllow that it
necessarily wil1 retain the attention of the members. Like every other
proposition, it is subject to various subsidiary motions. It niay bc dis-
charged, or bc postponed to another time.

I a motion to discharge the speeial order prevails, tien it ceases any
longer to be a special order. Its loses ifs speiality and its privilege,
and subsides into the class of motions to which it properly belongs, and
cat be called up only in the regular order of business, at the time when
a motion to call it up would be in order. The business whicl had been
suspended is at once resumed and proceeded with.

But a motion may bc made and may prevail to postpone the special
order to a future day or hour. The oficet of ihis motion is diflerent
from that whieh diseharges the order. The special order here loses its
speeiality and privilege only temporarily. and on the arrival of the time
to which it lad been postponed it resumes its speciaîl 1rivilege, and may
be called up as at the original time; stili, however, subject to the same
motions for disCharge or for further postponement.

A special order may also be disposed of in a third waty. Although it
is- the right, it is not the duty of any member to call up the special
order.. lHence, if a proposition lias been made the special order for any
hour of aniy day, and that hour passes without any action being taken
te proceed with it, the speciai order is dropped. and can only corne up
thereafter as unfinished business and as an unprivileged question. The
time appointed to consider it as a special order having passed, it loses
its chaiacter as a special order.

Let us iliustrate this usage. It is a very common practico in Grand
Lodges to set apart a certain day and hour for proceeding to the election
of oflicers for thie ensuing year. Now, wc will suppose that on Monday
a motion is made, and that that motion prevails, making the election
of oflikers the special order for 12 o'cloek on Wednesday Iorning.
When the hour of 12 on Wcdnesday arrives, the Grand Lodge may be
cngaged in some other business, notwithstanding which, any member
may cal up the special order. If this be concurred in, the Grand
Lodge proceeds to tho election. But a motion may be made that the
special order be postponed until 12 o'clck on Thursday; a-nd if this
motion prevails, tIat hour is set apart for lie election, and at that hour
the special order again cones up. A motion may, however, be made to
diseharge the special orer, and, if iliat motion is adopted, no future
time is appointed for the election, and a new motion must be made to
provide for it. Again, on the arrival of the hour of 12 on Wednesday
no one may feel disposed to interrupt the business ilien in iand, and
con1equently no notice wold be taken of the special order, which, in
that case, %vould be dissolved. and the election could oily be held in
cor.sequence of some fit ure motion.

If*, iovever, the motion to make tle siecial order had been o make
itl "fr Wetînesday," and not for -12 o'coc on Wedna"-that is to


