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PRESENT STATE OF AGRICULTURE
IN CANADA.

«DMany a man has laid out his capital of
five, ten and twenty thousand, in improve.
ments in Canada, and had"he any fair play;
might have been in comfortable cirsumstances;
whereas, most are ruined, sold out, or mort-
g);\acd to the country storckeeper, to whom

ey had to apply for the bare necessaries of
life; and so far from being in n condition to
use the manufactures of England, are glad to
cover their nakedness with the rough homespun
of the country.”—From g late Correspondent
of the Montreal Herald.

We quote the above paragraph from a late
communication in the Montreal Herald, signed
A Practical Man. The wriler appears to be
a strenuous advocate for agricuitural protectioh,
and with most of the views that he advanced
we perfectly agree, especially the deductions
which he made relative to the late duty of 3d.
per Ib,, to be levied on the article of foreign
hops; bu \vg,hz'm cgnc‘e:mtha: iR
tions mah L{\’ are mcoycct, and caleulated
to do.{nuc 1 Infury lo e couniry. Although

ﬁl_Vz,_ ét)mmend protection and réason-
ab e encouraoement to every branch of native
indpstry,-still we are not prepared to say that
the Canaglians ufg not-capable of successfully
campeting. with. their neighbours, who have

climate, sail, markets, and other circumstances
similar to their own.

B
w;l‘_he qntirppsm" farmers of Vermont may
xa ly é:pl enge the agricultural class of any
ta}e 'of the'Umon, for acomparison of circum-
nc(;s The climate and soil of this litde
moumaneous S!ate, will bear no comparison
tq.lhe clm;nte and soil of the Montreal District
L)
an the tern Townslnpa. To contrast the
‘gcguts of‘ﬂle people of those places, we would
;nerel}; clate the reader to the fact that the
5ermonters have been large exporters of maple
}-%1;31 checse, whilst the Canadians have
ebecn 1 extensive importers of these articles.  The
:T:ttcr B’avc dcstro)cd the large thnity maple
wfn"h abound in their forcqts, whilst the
on;\er h;ue carefull) reared most of their
recs, b; Io ning plantahons or_gruves on the
most focky and Larren portion: of thieir country.
+Titigfiot a.reintirkable circumstance for a Ver-
Tnbiter'ito--have from 150 to 200 well bred
REYWER Al lthobgh cheese is worth only thtee
Rttty halhpcr ent., and the faxes 300
per cent. greater than in this country, yet we
ncar far greater complamts frum the Canadians
"&}'{’ clunate, soil 1&\;:5. and the; advantages
of the British marl ¢fs in Lhcxr favour, and, at
the same tinee tht;_pnce of ‘the article of cheese
e ani“hundred and fifty per cent.

"Tgf'éé’ter”théh i the former countr5
dimmnitl el v

anr g‘lmqm@lpns is.gasily solved: —The green-
ipqnntanq,mmct,s,an. a frugal, indestoous, and
x‘o‘naqmt'vgly,xvelx cdhcatc«l and enterprizing
.0l ,,pcg{c..;'l‘hcy make it a point to
Mv,wq,gmgmonu{acgu-c all the necessaries of
i&’fﬁ-}?’lh)! r}:qmrc.,ard,.)ng'ead of « ~usidenng 1t
A& Jiquiating cyr-m-tf-nc" 1« cover thour
RSP Jith the, 106,k homespun of the
ot ye ﬁ&) 13350.,451 I \H a genlyry ago, so
fee Jmproved (ST nhaap Lusbandry, that their

woollen and cloth manufacturers have turned
out an article of cloth, guite suitable for the
first gentleman of the land.

If the farmers in Vermont doafford to under-
sell the Canadian farmer in his own market,
—although the advantages both naturally and
artificially are understood to be in favour of
the lafter,~—we certainly think that the cause
which produces this cffect ought to be a matter.
for the serious consideration of all classes. If
we were at liberty to express ourselves clearly
and freely on this point, we might, without|
much difficulty, show conclusive reasons for

the present very depressed state of Canadian

agricuture and trade in-general; but as a cone
ductor of an agricultural paper—an occupier
of neutral ground—ve have no right to fres-
pass, by introducing subjects in the columns of
our magazme that more direcily come under
the provinee of the Canadian press in general.

Notwithstanding.the nature.of a.portion of the

causes:which have produce " & génefal depres- (4
sion in all business transactions, do not range
within the line of latitude which we have
marked out as a future guide-post for oin
exertions in advancing our country’s welfare,
still we feel a perfect freedom in pointingout the
errors—the deeds of omission and commission
—hich the producing classes have committed.
The progress of improvements n agriculture
and manufactures, have been slow indeed m
this colony, when compared with the gigaptic
sides of improvement in Europe and the
United States of Amerca.

1

The population of this colony consists of

‘persons from all nations, each possessing his

own natic.al or party prejudices, consequently
a combination of effort, for the general good,
has never been thought a matier worthy of an
attempt, as the material is so very discordant
thatthe intelligent and enterprising portion of
the commurity have been discouraged to make
an effort to introduce a general improved system
of managing the naturally fertile Jands of this
colony.

The vailey of the St. Lawrence contains
thousands of acres of ferule lands.that cannot
be excelled for the growth.of flax and hemp—
for the production of dary produce, and for
sheep husbandyy on an extenswve scale; and
although the farmers in that section of the
country have not been able to grow they
breadstufls for the past eight years, owing to
the ravages of the fly, yet no steps have been
taken by the Zentry, nor-by the farmers:ithem-
stlves, to prodyce the above description of
produce. Nothing in fact has.been done to
place agriculture in that portion of the Province
ina henllh) positon, and it has been a matter
of surpiise with us that the farmers in Canada
Fast have not literally stirved, owing to the
catamity abové mentioned, and the remarkable
apathy which exists in the breast of a large
portion of the populahon, on all matters rc]a~
ting to their trie intérests.

The moment,that.the fact was ascert:uned
%0/ that 1k, was uscless to suw wbcat, publnc mect-

ings ehould havs been called in eash panish,

by the most écueshn&“;ycmgcm farmers in
that section of the countey. Possibly the very
indivilual whose communication has influenced
us {o pen thede remarks would have been a
suitable. pets(vnu'oftlm task. The cultivation
of hemp and fax, i cqnnechon with the dary
businexs, og-n Jarge seale, should have been
recommehlled;, and the business should have

been gu( in inngediate- and‘acmc operation at
once by the léadxqg or xn0§t able farmers, and

others - woultl nnqueslmn,ably have followed
tho example' \‘ . :;

I movemcn(s Jx'ke thSe had been put in
vngomusopemuoﬂ, tern Canada might have
profitably- suppﬁéc‘g‘ihe Western country with
every-desdription- fcmddge, canvass, bagging,
and linsged oil,’ and ave heen a Jarge exporter
of dairy produce: :and ‘Cdnadian cloth all of
which might ‘have been proﬁt1b]y produced,
and afforded at remunerating prices, if skil
_mtﬂeconomy.w e}lmnglcd.n%}he;lprodncum

arge {radt ?Sfp omtzy, g‘orgénhgtcn the

n

Ot River, {Iyitg' o dondidémble Wistadee
from Momm'ﬂ Lxs éaﬁﬂﬂ} of Wdducing Ighs

c\‘opk of hemypnnd ﬂ}tx‘pj:!ﬁe strohg?;xxﬁx ure,
which is now thought com p_aratxvely worthless,
and ‘which will nof'be brou ?hit in into > market Tor
half a centuryf to” comd, un ess r'x'more cfficient
steps be' taken—to infrodute improvéinents in
the management of the land now.undefiolilti-
Vation. - v s

We would recommend‘“d Practtcal Man»
to take sfeps to, induce othm Practical men
his circle of-. acgumntnngfe‘tovqrgam/c,«}’unp
and flax assocfalions sin, each! «towpshxp or
parish, and cnrculatemformahgpdhmu«lfevery
neok and coraer of- ﬂxeme.ﬂf‘qxpommmbrc
character, to instruct the most ignorant culti-
vafor in all*lie Mindta o"f’ﬂ'e"man i"emlzm of
these plants™ { TTV 1471 Y

When strong=handed measures like: ﬂm forc-
going be-takes,. and afledll, s ‘profegsioh-of
Canadian agriculturé prové o's smkmg 'busmess,
then mdy a « Prac .Man - willisompe pro-
pnetg, aﬁvancf thc cgf;c rme \vﬁxﬁ\ﬁg\c h'uc
quoted from.his very Mglggesta)‘@nd e may
add, dangerous Ietter If the dogtrine be true,
we W ul consider thq ingdiyidyal w];q, W
r‘:zco\m‘:negd theka\pxhllatmgg m%’e}s} Tiis' m:xilg
in .thei eslonyyeon who wotldrendeationt to
induce nevelg-arrived tihigramtste tmbarlc ther
cap)ml in the. cultivationof | thp,, so0il, 1o te
highly. culqule,. but_we fegl no ;4;\‘11}, es in
pronouncmgthmpnncx]gle,m\(ol\ed in the quo:
tation to be fonndellin eROL, (o are .

InWestern Canada) tinel} x’x‘nfe‘ﬁxi\ieb&onfe
independent by culticatingTne il ~where>one
Tas been-beggared. - :Wrcomtrrpomﬁaue Hun-
dréds of tases it Wiifch” amies: have<ecotne
wealthiy in 1he totitie™ 6112 %!1‘5 Yeurs,
without having a smgl'e ﬁxi(ﬁeﬁe‘ef&'é(iﬁﬁen&
with,,. merely, by.-culmaupg,,tbc Soal.  We
cettajnly; koow; of, scopes of dammezsayho. ape
worth $10,800 quh O{;Bropﬁﬂye-.&mbi}ll}m‘
sixponce to.call, thels, oW 23,3687 280, 4
another g.cpartmcnb__gﬂ” i journgl, weshall, m
{utuye numbers, menhnn,xhc.n%am;} places
of residenco of coitain arties who have it




