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One of the most useful and Leaatiful domestic birds is the Turkes. It ranls nest in
importancee to the common fonl. What we eould du, or how we could keep Thanhsgiv-
) ing or Chiristmas whithout the turkey, is a yuestion we hope never to Le foreed to inves-
» tigate.  The Tuikey is & nutive of Nurth Ameriea, and Burron sar < it was unknown te-
. fore the discovery of America, and it has no name in the aundient lanzuaues. 1 range
is frun the Isthmus of Daricn on the south, to the fifteenth degree north; and east and .
west, the Atlantic Ocean and the Rocky Mountuins., It has never been seven south of -
Panama, and is unknown, Leyond Lake Superior.  The Wild Turkey, is far more Leauti-
ful than the domesticated Lird. The plumage of the Wild Tutkey is geverally deseribed as
being compact, glossy, with mewdlie reflections ; feathers double, as in other gallivacious
birds, generally oblong or truncated ; tips of the feathers almost conceeal the bronze eulor,
The large quill coverts are of the same colur as the back, but more bro azed with purle
reflections. The lywer part of the back and tail cuverts are deep chestnut, handedgreen
and black : the tail feathers are of the sume color, undulatingly barred and minutely
sprinkled with black, aud baving a broad blackish bar toward the tip, which is pale
brown and minutely mottled ; the under varts duller; breast of the same col us the
back, the terminating black band not so broad ; sides dark-colored ;abdomen and thighs
brownish-grey ; under tail coverts blackish, glossed with brown and the tips Lright red-
dish-brown, ‘

The plumage of the male is very Lrilliant : that of the female is not so Leautiful.  When
strutting about, with tail spread, displaying himsclf this bird has a very statelv and hand-
some appearance, and seems seusible of the admiration he excites. Dr. Bachman says,
* that in a state of domestication the wild turkeys, though kept separate from tame in-
dividuals, lose the Irilliancy of their plemage in the third generation, Lecemirg plain
brown, and baving here and there white feathers intermixed.”

At this season of the yvear, the subject of Farrexine is of the greatest importance
Many of the hirds brought to market are very poor, and a little attention to this matter
for a few weeks, will increase the profits of the farmer and the pleasure of the consumer.

It is only when the cold comes, and tarkeys are about six months old, that they should
be fed with better and more plentiful food, in order to inerease their size and plumpness
for market. Indiar coin, ground barley, wheat, also rice and other articles used to fat-
ten common fowls, are considered best for turkeys. Their weight, when well fattened
and carried to market, sheuld average twelve pounds; their living and dead weight is as
cighteen to twelve pounds.

Cobbett says, “ As to fattening turkeys, the best way is never to let them get poow,
Barley meal, mixed with skimmed milk, and given to them fresh, will make them fat in a
short time.  Boiled potatoes mixed with Indian meal, will furnish a change of sweet food
which they relish muel, and of which they should be allowed to eat as much as they can.
As with others, the food of this bird must be kept clean, and the utmost care taken not
to give them on the morrow the mixture of the preceding day; because if the weather
is warm, it will sour, which might displease them.”

Much has been published of late in our agrieultural journsls in relation to the alimen-
tary properties of charcoal. It has heen repeatedly asserted that domestic fowls may he
fattened on it without any other food, and that too, in a shorter time than on the most
nutritive grains.  “I have recently made an experiment,” sayvs a writer for a Philadel-
phia paper, “‘and must say, that the result surprised me, as 1 had always lLeen rather
skeptical. Tour turkeys were counfined in u pen, and fed on meal, boiled potatoes, and
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oats. Tour athers, of the same brood, were also at the same time confined in another ¢
pen, and fed on the same articles, but with one pint of very finely pulverised charveoal, <
mixed with their food—mixed meal and boiled potatoes. They had also a plentiful sup-
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ply of broken chavcoal in their pen.  The eight were killed on the same day, and there
was a difference of one and a half pounds each in favor of the fowls wiich bad heen sup-
plied with the chareoal. they heing much the fattest, and the meat greatly saperiorin
point of teuderi:ess and flavor.” N ‘

Wasmiye Crornns.—TIt wosld save a great deud of toothache, and arue, and ebills, if
every woman would rinse her cluthes in water a little warm.  When the teaketile is jut
% on to hoil water for stareh, fill it full, and put smme into the 1'nse water. White (Jottes of
0 look better if the hoiling suds is blued, instead of the last rinse water.— Cor. Qi Culty. B,
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