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Books, in which he records the details of
his bustness ; he learns the mercantile
<ustoms of the countryin which he lives,
as well as those of other countries; he
also learns the nature of she apricultur-
al operations of his own, as weliagsother
countries with which he trades, in order
te understand how the whole may he
turned tu profit. The miner, at least
those who direct mining operations, be-
fore descending into the bowels of the
earth, first learng geology and mineral-
ogy. 'The mechanic, before commene-
ing the construction of edifices, ships or
any piece of mechanisw first exawines
the materials out of wiuch he is to con-
struct, as to their fitness, and then pro-
ceeds to uct thereon by plan, model and
design.  The lawyer, before entering
upon, the daties of his profession, fivst
Jearns the priaciples and application of
law. Andso it is with these who fol-
low the muititudinous pursuits of life,
—knowledge is considéred absolutely
necedsary.  But it is far otherwise with
the generality of those wno till the soil,
especiaily those who follow this pursuit
in the Jower colonies of British North
America. Any ene may do for a tiller
of the soil, no matter how ignorant of
organic nature—how ignorant of the el-
cments eomposing the soil, and how
those clements may be managed so as to
produce, and continue the production
of the best individual and general results.
Thesoil 1s prepared without systew, and
the seed 18, in hundreds of instances,put
into the soil in the most sluggish man-
ner. If it was not that natuve does not
forget to be bountiful—producing great
results with butlittleaid from man—we
should under such a system of farming,
—farming without education,—be plac-
ed in the most deplorable situation.
Experienced travellers, through these
provinces, have repeatedly expressed as-
tonishment, on learning the quantity
of axricultural stuff produced, compared
with the inadequacy of the mcans em-
ployed in its production. "
“armers’ families should be educated.
They should understand the climate, 1ts
effects on the agricultural interests of
the country.—~how its favourable cha-
racteristics may be availed of, and iis
injurious tendencies, if any. obviated, so
as to produce the best results. Farmers’
sonsshouid understand geology and agri-
cultural chemistry; they should know
how to use the soil, s0 as to make it pro-

duce.and continue the production of het-
ter and mere ahundant crops,—how to
produce and continue the production
of good farm stock, good sced, good dai-
ry results, and the hundred and one
otber things incident to a farmer’s eall-
ing.
‘Our farmers, in nany localitics. are
too tenacious of old, and, in enlightened
communities, obsolete customs and ha-
bits. With many, the acquisition of
knowledge and the application of right
principles,such as guide the enlightened
agriculturist of other countries,are mere
innovations— furgetting. or rot learn-
ing that progression is the order of the
day in all civilized countries, and that
change is written upon every thing in
nature. The developments continually
going on in the arts and sciencesare bemg
applied to every departraent connceted
with man’s movements in society ; and
why, ahove cli, should the agricuicurist
refuse to educate his children~—for it is
certainly necessary education—and so
call 1n these invaluable aids to the ad-
vancement of this inportant profession
The traveller in the lower colonies will
not unfrequently meet with communi-
ties of agriculturists, so called, the chief
part of whom are not able to read or
write, of which fact the farming in such
communities fully testifies. Such a
state of things is not allowed to exist
with regard to the mechanical operations
of the country— intelligence marks eve-
ry step—then why should such be the
case with farming pursuits,—pursuits,
if there are grades in callings more hon-
orable than others, the most honorable
of all. Still we are proud to be able to
testify and record the fact that there are
not only individual cases, but almost
entire communities in these provinces,
where well directed intelligence marks
every step the agriculturist takes. Still,
even in sach communifies, are to be
found some of those old fashioned per-
sons who believe it is enough for farmers’
sons t0 be able to read ¢ easy lessons,””
and ¢t chalk down’’ the price of the pro-
duce suld on credit and to whom sold ;
and as for the daughters, they are bet-
ter without education altogether. These
are fatal errors, and must lead to a low
state of agrienlture, as well as social
existence. There is not a more honor-
able and healthy occupation on the face
of the globe, than that of tilling the soil,
—none better calculated to lead the



