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books, in which ho records the details of
his bustness ; he learns the mercantile
eustons of the countryin which he lives,
as well as those of other cotntries; he
also learns the nature of the a2ricultur-
al operations of his own, as weli as other
eounîtries with which he trades, in order
to understand how the whole may ho
turned tu profit. The miner, at least
those who direct mining operations, be-
fore descending into the bowels of the
earth, lirst learns geology and mineral-
ogy. The mechanic, before cotinenc-
ing the construction of edilice, ships or
aniy piece of ieehanism iirst examines
the inaterals ont of witch he is to con-
struct, as to their fitness, and thon pro-
ceeds to act thereon by plan, model and
design. Tie lawyer, before entering
upon.. the daties of his profession, first
learns the principles and application of
law. And so it is with those who fol-
low the mlnntitudinous pursuits oP life,
-knowledge is considêred absolutely
necessary. "But it is far otherwise with
the generalty of those wno till the soil,
especially those who follow this pursuit
in the lower colonies of British North
Anierica. Any one may do for a ciller
of the soil, no matter how ignorant of
organie nature-how ignorant of the el-
ements coinposing the soil, and how
those elements nay be managed so as to
produce, and continue the production
of the best individual and general results.
Thesoil is prepared without systemi, and
the seed is, in hundreds of instances,put
into the soil in the nost sluggish man-
ner. Ifit was not that nature does not
forget to be bountifil-producing great
results with but little aid fron nan-we
should under such a systen of farming,
-farmîing without education,-be plac-
ed in the most deplorable situation.

Experienced travellers, through these
provinces, have repeatedly expressed as-
toishimient, on learning the quantity
of agricultural stuff produced, coinpared
with the inadequacy of the means ei-
ployed in its production. -

Farmers' families should be educated.
They should understand the climiate, its
effects on the agricultural interests of
the country,--how its favourable cha-
racteristies mnay be availed of, and its
injurious tendencies, if any. ohviated, so
as to produce the best resuits. Farmers'
sons shou id understand geology and agri-
cultural chemistry ; they should know
how to use the soil, so as to make it pro-

duce.and continue the production of bot-
ter and more abundant crops,-how to
produce and continue the production
ofgood farm stock, good seed. good dai-
ry results, and the hundred and one,
other things incident to a farmer's call-
i".

Our farmers, in many localities. are
too tenacious of old, and, in enlightened
connunities, obsolete customîs and ha-
bits. Withi mnany, the acquisition of
knowledge and the application of right
principles,such as guide the enlightened
agricu lturist of other countries,are more
innovations- forgetting. or not learn-
ing that progression is the order of the
day in all civilized countries, and that
change is written upon every thing in
nature. The developments continually
going on in the arcs and sciences are being
applied to every departient connected
with uan's movenients in society: and
whvJîy, above r.ll, should the agricuicurist
refuse te educate his children-for it is
certainly necessary education-and so
call i these invaluable aids te the ad-
vancement of this inportant profession

The traveller in the lower colonies will
not unfrequently meet with communi-
tics of agriculturists, so called, the chief
part cf whom «are not able te read or
write, of which fact the farming in such
communities fully testifies. Such a
state of things is not allowed to exiet
-with regard to the mechanical operations
of the country- intelligence marks ove-
ry step-then why should such be the
case with farming pursuits,-pursuits,
if there are grades in callings more hon-
orable than others, the most honorable
of all. Stili we are proud to bo able to
testify and record the fact that there are
not only individual cases, but almost
entire communities in these provinces,
where w.ell directed intelligence marks
every step the agriculturist takes. Stili,
even in such communities, are to be
found sone of those old, fashioned per-
sons who believe it isenough for farmers'
sons to be able to read " easy ]essons,"
and ' chalk down" the priceof the pro-
duce sold on credit and to whom sold ;
and as for the daughters, they are bot-
ter without education altogether. These
are fatal errors, arnd must lead to a low
state of agriculture, as well as social
existence. There is not a more honor-
able and healthy occupation on the face
of the globe, than that of tilling the soif,
-none botter calculated to lead the


