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that he may lay hold of, and receive, and
malke his own, the knowledge you offer hinw
Learning, so far as the mind of the learncy is
coneerned, is a growth; and teaching, so far
the teacher is coneerned. is doing whatover
is necessary to cause that growth.

Oxk ot “TiE ancients obsorves that a lamp
Joses none of its own light by allowing another
lump to . slitfromit. He usesthe illustration
to enforee the duty of libewality in imparting
our kuowledsge to others,  Inowledge, hesavs,
uunlike other treasures, is not diminished by
giving. ~The illustration fails to express the
whole truth. This imparting of knowledge
to others, not only does not impoverish the
donor, but_it_actually increases his riches.
Docendo dixeimus—by teaching we loarn. 4
man groyws in knowledge by the very act of
communicating it. The rcason for this is ob-
vious. In order to communicato to the mind
of another a thought which isin our own
mind, we must give to the thought definite
shape and form.

Sowk TracHERS are ambitious to do o great,
deal of talking. Some have a fatal incility of
talk. The mensure of their suecess, in their
own cyes, is their ability to keep up 2 con-
tinued stream of talk. At best, this is only
the pouring into the exhausted reeeiver on-
acted overagain, . We cannot be reminded too
often that there is no teaching exeept so far
as there is active co-operation on the part of
the learner, The mind receiving must repro-
duge and give back what it gets. Thir is tho
indispensable condition of making any know-
ledge really our own. Ior every word given
by the teacher there should be many wovds of
answering reproduction on the part of the
scholars.  Youthful minds under such tutel-
2ge Srow apace.

Itisiypren ahigh and diffienlt achievement
in the cdueational act. to get young persons lo
bring forth their thoughts freely for examin-
ationandcorrection. A pleasant countenance
and a gentle manner, inviting and inspiring
confidence, have something to do with the
matter. But. whatever the means for accom-
plishing this eng, the end niself is indispen-
sible.  The scholar's tongue must he unlocged
as well as the teachers. The seholar’s thoughts
must be broached, as wellas the teacher’s, In-
deed. the statement needs very little qualifiea-
tion or abatement, that a scholar hias lexned
nothingfrom us except what he has expressed
to us again in words., The teacher who is
acenstomed to barangue his scholars with a
continuons stream of words, no_matter how
full of weighty meaning his words may be, is
vet deceiving himself, if he thinks tiat his
scholars are materially henefited by his in-
tellectual activity, unless it is so guided as to
awaken and exercise theirs. ]
able period, he will honestly examine his
scholars on the subjects on which hie has him-
solf heen o productive, he will find that he
has Dbeen ouly pouring water into a sieve.
Teaching can never Le this one-sided process,
Of all the things we attempt, it is the one
most essentially and necessarilya co-operative
yrocess. Lhere must he the joing action of
the teacher’s mind and_the scholar’s mind.
A teacher teaches at all only ro far as he
causes this co-active encrgy, of the pupil’s
wind.

Tur SreLtkg should not be placed in a
Yupil’s hands till he is in the last halt of the
Fourth Reader.

Educational Circular.

If. after o suit-

[No.

T 1s vossinLe to use a spelling-book so as
to interest the pupil: and in no other way
can any book be made of real use. Words
are in fact treasurc-houses in which is stored
tho wisdom of theages. A simple word often-
times unlogks the history of a nation. Could
we know its etymological chapges—its bio-
graphy. so to speale—wo might know a thou-
sand things of the people who used it,—their
cenlighteninent through civilization, their de-
moralization through lu.\'ur{): or, it might be,
their stern morality. their barbarie rudencss
or their rustic simplicity. No study is_more
charming than word-study ; and @ child may
Tearn to enjoy searching in and among words
for treasurcs of meaning, with as much zest
as he would scek for bright shells among the
febbles of the beach. To be sure, this i hot
the work of & day. nor & week; but such a
spirit should animate the teacher from the
beginning. :

Traix e EVE of the pupil if you would
meke him & good speller.  Teach him to sc
words. Use every means to fix a picture of
each word'in the mind, so that he can recall
how it looks. ‘This produces a much more
permanent impression o the memory than
the mere reiteration of the letters of « word.
For instance, take ihe word “riythm.” The
child in preparing his task may repeat with
mumbling lips, *rehep-t-k=n, r<h-yt-l.n”
over and over again for minutes, iand, as
result, be able to repeat the letters correctly
at the recitation which comes an hou later,
vet that impression may be_eatirely cffaced
three days afterward. But if the word were
laoked ot In the yight way for half o minute,
it would not be casily forgotten : it would be
permanently photographed upon the mind, so
that he could reeall the picture at will,

Tracnens should most carefully show their
s how to study. This should be one off
the great matters about which the teacher is
full of solicitude. Lhe following is onc of the
effective ways in which a spelling lesson may
be studied. The pupil takes his sate and
peneil and acts upon these direciions :—

1. Look at the word long cnough to sce it
perfectiy. )

2. Shrt the book. think how the word loaks,
then write it upon the shte. Proeced thus
with each word of the lesson.

3. Compare the words as written with the
printed page. and malke a check against the
CITOrS,

4. Repeat the process where mistakes have
been made, looking mure earefully still at the
words_spelt wrons, (ill a correct image is
made in the mind. .

It is of the greatest imporlance to see the
word rizhi the sirst tame. ‘Leach the scholar
to Yook 2t it sharply enoungh and loug ecnough
to make sure of this: for it is more difficult
to obliterate the wrong_ jmpression than it
\\'luuld be to secure the right one in the first
nlace.

Xot only single words, but phrases and
whole sentences, should be 3tudied in the
way suggested.

Tralx TaE Bap to hear words, as writlen.
Spelling depends mainly on the eye. go pro-
nuneciation depends on the ear. I children
never heayd any thing but correet pronun-
ciation, they would themselves yronounce
correctly.  The teacher shoul@ never mispro-
nounce 2 word for the purpose of securing
the right letters from the pupil in spelling.
If. for example, the pupil spells the word



