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ing which ought tobe considered satisfactory. Perhaps the idea °
of Grogswigg-—nearly coincident with that of Kroutaplenttey
—is to be cautiously preferred. It runs :—* Vondervotteimittiss
— Vonder, lege Donder— Votteimittiss, quasi und Bleitziz—Bleitziz
obsol : pro Blifzen.” This derivation, to say the truth, is still
countenanced by some traces of the electric fluid evident on
the summit of the steeple of the House of the Town-Council.
I do not choose, however, to commit myself on a theme of
such importance, and must refer the reader desirous of infor-
mation to the « Oratiuncul® de Rebus Proeter-Veterts,” of Dun-
dergutz. See, also, Blunderbuzard ‘ De Derivationibus,” pp.
27 to 5010, Folio, Gothic &dit., Red and Black character,
Catch-word and No Cypher ;—wherein consult, also, marginal
notes in the autograph of Stuffundput, with the sub-Commen-
taries of Gruntundguzzell.

Notwithstanding the obscurity which thus envelops the
date of the foundation of Vondervotteimittiss, and the deriva-
tion of its name, there can be no doubt, as I said before, that
it has always existed as we find it at this epoch. The oldest
man in the borough can remember not the slightest difference

~ in the appearance of any portion of it ; and, indeed, the very

suggestion of such a possibility is considered an insult. The
site of the village is in a perfectly circular valley, about a
quarter of a mile in circumference, and entirely surrounded
by gentle hills, over whose summit the people have never yet
ventured to pass. For this they assign the very good reason
that they do not believe there is anything at all on the other
side.

Round the skirts of the valley (which is quite level, and
paved throughout with flat tiles) extends a continuous row
of sixty little houses These, having their backs on the hills,
must look, of course, to the centre of the plain, which is just
sisty yards from the front door of each dwelling. Every
bouse has a small garden before it, with a circular path, a sun-
dial, and twenty-four cabbages. . The buildings themselves are
so precisely alike, that one can in no manner be distinguished
from theother. Owing to the vast antiquity, the style of archi-
tecture is somewhat odd, but it is not for that reason the less
strikingly picturesque. They are fashioned of hard-burned
little bricks, red, with black ends, so. that the walls look like
a chess-board upon a great scale. The gables are turned to
the front, and there are cornices, as big as all the rest of the
house, over the eaves and over the main doors. The windows




