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- More Evidence
Over Drawing

Celebrated South Park Case Is
_Continued Before Royal
> Commilssion,

[

A Number of Witnesses Who
Favored Miss Cameron
Were Examined.

(From Saturday’s Dally.)
The sitting of #he¢ Royal Commission

on’ the drawing books of the pupils of |

the South Park school is still being con-
tinued. Yesterday two witnesses were
. examined and the cross-examination of
Migs Cameron by Mr, / ts was com-
meneced, and at - the hourn of adjourn-
ment was still in progress.
.. On resuming the case yesterday morn-
ing, Mr. Elliott took the opportunity
of asking permission from his honor to
call Rev. A. Ewing and J. G. Brown
to identify a number of drawings that
had been done in their presence by the
children for the punpose of companrison,
‘He desired that the two witnesses be
ealled before the cross-examination of
Miss Cameron - was gone on with, as
both were busy now and did not wish
to be kept away from their employment,
Mr. Gregory objected to the evidence
being taken. He considered that it was
of no use, and had no bearing.on the
commission. The cominission had been
appointed to enquire into the question
as to whether ruling had been done in
the hooks of the pupils from theé South
Park school. -+ Mr. Elliott .queted an
authority on the subject and the objec-
tion was overruled.
Rev. A. Ewing was then called. In
answer to Mr. Elliott, he stated thht
he had been preseit at the South Park
school .on' December 6, 1905, in com-
pany with J. G. Brown, Miss Fraser
and Miss Speers. when a number of the
pupils had done drawings which were
presented as evidence. The drawings was
commenced at 1:15 p. m. and all were
finished 'by 8:30. The following pupils
did the drawing, with the time at whic¢a
they finished their work, Jesgie
Mackay, 2:30; Mabel Booz, 2:30; K.
M. Jackson, 2:35; S, L. Wilson, 2:40;
*M. V, Hanna, 2:40; T. C. Briggs, 2:40;
D. L. Purson, 2:40; A. Henderson, 2:45;
E. G. Casey, 2:45; Jessie Roberts, 2:50;
Hleanor Robson, 2:50; Bebbinglon,
4 l%i)u-gall, 2:50; A. Schwengers,
W. H. Boyd, 8:00; C. Muirhead,
R. McFarlane, 3:05; W. Meyer,
; I. D. McNiven,
Expert Evidence
Questioned by Mr. Eliott; the wit-
ness stated that he’ had been instructed
in drawing at the Normal school, *n
Glasgow, and during his-school term had
.received five™or six certificates from
South Kensington, During the time the
drawing was done, Miss Speers, Miss
Fraser, .and J. G. Brown were jn the
.room. The pupils were all seatéd in
separate desks, which were arranged in
.gix rows,” Mr. Brown watching three
and witness three, while th¢ teachers
walked np and down the aisles to see
that no ruling was done and to assist
» the pupils by giving advice. The pu-
pils  hed beer ziven the- privilege of
choosing whatever model they desired,
the models were placed in different po-
sitions in the room, some of themr be-

ing onthe floor, and others on the plat- |
e e R A o c it ‘that year..
" 'He.was requested to se¢ that no rul- introddesd untit that v

‘ing was done, and to his knowledge no
yulers had beé¢n used. Afterwards draw-
_ings’ were handed in to him and he cer-
tificd to them. ;
' Qross-examined by Mr. Eberts, wit-
ness stated that he was not an expert
on drawing. He had sent some draw-
_ings from his work in . Glasgow to
South Kensington Art school, and -had
“‘received a certificate, but he had never
taken any certificate at the school, The
certifieates which he received wer¢ the
only ones that were given in -his days,
He had never seen the certificate of
Mr. Blair, but thought that he was a
very capable man, and was well quali-
fied to examine the books of the pupils.
He thought that a person who was qual-
ified to ilustrate the Encyclopedia Brit-
annica would have to be a very able
artist. He had been called on to refer
to: those works, but only occasionally
“as they did not deal in theology. The
-wvitness was then called on to go over
‘all the drawings which were made un-
der his supervision. He stated that he
‘eould not give an opinion as an ‘ex-
pert, and he ‘was requested to do so
‘@48 a man of common sense.
" The books were takem up in order
and the witness was called on to say
whether the ~ lines were absolutely
straight or crooked. This the witness
would not state, but gqualified his re-
marks by saying the lines wete not
ruled ‘or they -were a little off the
straight. He had been asked to see that
the pupils had mot-used rulers, he had
done so, and that was all he cowld
“state. i )
i Saw Sample Drawings
Questioned by Mr. Gregory, the wit-
ness stated that the certificates re-
ceived by him from South Kensington,
“had no special value, and did not qual-
ify him to speak as an expert. The
‘books had been in his possession since
‘the exercigses were done, and with one
exception, had not been 'seen by any
one. Altogether 22 pupils had done ex-
‘ercises;, and all had drawn from models,
no model was drawn on the black board
About 5 or 6 models of cubes had becn
‘usSed and some models of cylinders made
‘out of paper. The pupils had been al-
lowed to use their pencil to measure the
digtance, which he considered from the
instructions to be' allowed. ~Under the
instructions_he. would do the same and
“would -consider that he was justified in
. doing so, It. was impossible according
to his opinion for any of the pupils to
dse a ruler during the time the exer-
cises had” been done. He kept a very
.close. watch over the pupils, and no
.mechanical appliances had been used.
. J." G. Brown was then called, and
gave evidence to the’effect that he had
been at ‘the school when: the drawings
ere done and affirmed the evidence of
% ing, that mo rulers had been
used, In reply to Mr. Gregory, witness
stated that he could not make a sketch
showing ‘the position of the scholars and
models. He was of the opinion that
mechanical appliances had been used
the drawingg would be more accurate.
Adjournment was then taken till after
Tanch.
Afternoon Session

On resuming the hearing after: lunch
Miss Cameron took the stand and was
crpss-examined at length by Mr. Eberts.
In reply ‘to Mr. ‘Eberts witness stated
that 'she was educated in British Colum-
hia. . She did not graduate from the
high school, as there twas vo graduation
when she Jeft school. She entered the
high school at the age of 10 and left
when ghe was 16, and had been teaching
ever since. . Her first.teachers’ certi-
ficate wag obtained when she was 13
years of age and it was a third-class
_grade “A’ certificate. During  her
school term she obtained mo._certificate
and no cerfificate from the school which
Jncluded drawing. ‘The onlv certificate

i

'

which. shé had for drawing was the
teachers’ certificate. At the teachers’
examination at which she obtained her
certificate drawing was an optional sub-
ject, but she took the examination ‘and
received her certificate.  During - the
four years which she taught at the
High School she used the knowledge
L which she had obtained during her term
at school and also what she had learned
while studying for her .teacher's certifi-
cate. She could not say whether shé
had a good edueation in drawing, but
had taught .the subject in *the -High
School for four years, and since ‘that
time had supervised the drawing in the
South Park school. . In the South Park
all the eight teachers -had to teach
drawing and she was called on to super-
vise their work in the same manner in
which she supervised their other duties.
All the experience which she had ob-
tained was secured during her term at
the South Park school and at the High
school.

In answer to Mr. Eberts witness stated
that she consideréd she was well able
to judge whether the drawing was good,
bad -or’ indifferent and ~was also able to
explain the mauner of teaching drawing.
In answer to the question if she could
explain the Blair system of drawing
witness stated that it was very hand to
do so, but it that was after Mr. Blair.
During her time at school she was
tanght drawiug by Joseph H. McLaugh-
lin, who taught perspective drawing and
who did not label. the system with any
name.  She could not say what system
of drawing was the best; as she had
never looked into' the question, but from
her experience she had found the Walter
Smith system @ very good one and it
was this system that she taught in the
High school. She was not aware that
the Smith system was an American one,
or a New Brunswick one. She was
not, however, impressed with the South
Kensington system, according to Mr.
Blair. ‘The only reason she taught the
Smith system was because at that time
it was prescribed by the authorities and
she had to.

Systems Compared

Mr. Eberts desired to have the opin-
ion of the witness on a comparison of
the Smith and Blair systems. In reply
witness gave the following answer:

. %A witness called by you made a com-
parison of the two systems and stated
that they were essentially the same,
My opinion is that they are both the
same in' common, as they both refer to
drawing. That is one of the few points
where they are similar.” e

On being asked to give her opinion ‘as
an expert, witness gave a definition that
‘caused such an uproar, that it was im-
possible to correctly report it. So great
was the laughter and applause that Com-
missioner Lampman stated that unless
order was kept and no demonstrations
made, he would be compelled to clear
the court. ; .

Continuing her evidence Miss Cameron
stated that she did not qualify as an ex-
pert, but, gave her evidence from facts.
Referring to the circulars which gshe had
received from the department .of educa-
tion, the first was dated July 11, 1903.
This circular was duly received, and af-
ter she read it she passed it on to the
other teachers, which was her usual
custom. The next was that of January,
1904, and another in February, :
Instructiops in this circular went to
show that no part of the free-liand work
had to be ruled; all were to be sketched.
Witness did: not understand the mean-
ing of the word sketched and asked for
information from the department of edu=
cation. The next circular recéived was
dated September, 1904, which contained
the information that the work of. the
South Park school at the midsummer. ex-
amination was very satisfactory. There
was no.model drawing done at that time,
as the model part of the system wag not
+.These. cir-
cnlars would govern the examinations. of
1905. She was supervisor-of the draw-
ing when the first book was taught. In
that book the pupil was allowed to make
lines with a ruler and finish them  off
with freehand. It  was differeat in
hook ‘four, where no ruling was allowed
in the model and free-hand work.
ness considered that it was a very poor
system to allow lines to be drawn with
the aid of rulers and then trace over
them,

In her opinion the Gage copy books
for writing were out of date. It was
pointed out by the ‘counsel that this sys-
tem of writing was used in all the prov-
inces of the Dominion and also in Ja-
maica., She was not aware of the con-
ditions in New Brnnswick, but in Que-
lbec there were a great many (_)b_solete
things in the-schools. In the opinion of
thé witness any system was a bad ome
swvhen it allowed the privilege of drawing
or writing over liges already made.

Witness did net teach writing as a
special subject, but all the teachers had
to teach the prescribed books even if
it was against their conscience to do so.
She was aware that Gage’s books Nos.
1, 2 and 3 were taught in the schools, but
there was something more up-to-date
that had not come to their hands yet.
Witness was of the opinion that the
books that were being used in the
schools are obsolete, uuiwalthough the
Blair system of drawifig’ Was not obseo-
lete it should be. The only manner in
which straight lines may be made by
free-hand drawing was by everlastingly
pegging away at them.

Close Questioning

All the pains that are taken by the
pupils in free-hand drawing was of no
use, as it is never used in mechanical
drawing of any kind, It was a bad
principle to get the pupils into by giving
them permission to use rulers and then
to draw freehand over it, afterwards
stopping it altogether. = The system of.
allowing this class of work to be done
was of no account as-it led to nowhere.
Witness had never seen a good vertical
hand writer.  In her opinion the verti-
cal system ‘was no good, as was also the
Blair system of drawing. She was
able to judge the hooks as anyone who
.gives an opinion is able to judge.

Mr. Bberts wished the witness to go
to the blackboard and explain one of the
drawings.

Mr. Blliott objected and qualified his
remarks by saying that it was all a
sickly bluff. :

_Mr. Eberts stated ‘that it was no bluff,
and if it was a bluff he, was able to back
it up, and it was not very sickly.
few personalities were indulged in till
the commigsioner called the counsel to
order,

Witness did not think that it was free
hand to drawa line with a rdler, and
then to go over it with a freehand move-
ment. Freehand, in her op:nion, was
to draw a line without any mechanical
help. The instructions were very dog-
matic.  First they said that no erasers
were to be used, and then they gave the
teachers the privilege of uging them.

Taking Up book Ne: 1, Mr. Bberts
guoted from the instruetions to' show
that the pupils were allowed to rule the
line lightly and then to finish it off with
freehand. oBok No. 2 was the sam~
while book No. 3 was entirely freehand.
This book also gave permission to use
the pencil for measuring. ' Miss Camer-
on stated that her correspendence to the
department was all on the question ‘of
freehand in model drawings and she
never received auny proper ‘criticism.
Seven of the candidates who had tried
the examination in June, 1902, and who
had also tried the: examination in De-
cember received:lower marks than they
did at the first.  This was the result
of working in the dark, as they did not
receive any ecirculars until-after the ex-

aminations in Depember. There . was

5
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“Wit-

nothing to show in the circulars if the
constructional lines were to be freehand
or otherwise.

_With _regard to book 4 it was pointed
out by Mr, Bberts that it was to be en-
tirely freehand and erasers were to be
used 4s little as possible and no meas-
nrements were to be taken in' the first
instance. He considered that a pupil
should understand what was meant gy
freehaud when they reached that stage
of their lives.

Witness understood that measuréments
vbg a peucil were allowed and also that
the drawings had to be made from a
model apd not from the sketch in, the
book, She contended that no sketches
would be fonnd in any up-to-date books.
The first examination in model drawing
was in December, 1904.

Mz, BEberts—Asked if, in drawing a
model, a portion of it was ruled would
yon consider that it was in keeping with
the instructions from the department

Witness answered yes and. qualified
her danswer by saying that they had been
told by Mr. Blair and Mr. Robinson that
there were three classes of instructions.
One was the directions in the books, an-
other was the circular and the third was
an oral instruction. She would like to
add another one, which was the marks
which were obtained by the pupils. Fol-
| lowing these instructions -she thought
she was right in ruling some part of the
model.  The Blaif gystem is different
from any other system and a teacher can
go nae further than Mr. Blair fof infor-
mation. She had received no criticism
from the department on the examination
of December, 1904, and she should have
been told that the books were other than
gatisfactory, as had been stated in the
preyvious ecircular. The 'last = cireular
that wag received by her was that of
June, 1904, which stated that the draw-
ing' was satisfactory, although the pupils
received only an average class percent-
age of 46. 'This she did not consider
very satisfactory.

Mr. Eberts asked witness if she re-
membered the circular of January, 1805.
which showed that rulers had been used
in model drawing. A

Witness remembered receiving the cir-
cular, but thought only a part of it ap-
plied to the South Park school. She
did not remember if the datum lines had
been ruled in the examination of Decem-
ber, 1904. i

It was then decided to adjourn . until
this morning at 10 o’clock.

WINTER EXCURSIONS
TO THE COAST

Steady Flow of Tourists From
' the Prairle Sections to
Victoria.

The inauguration of speecial winter
excursions from Manitoba, Saskatche-
wan and Alberta points to the Okana-
gan and Coast districts has already
beep felt in Victoria. It is estimated
that over 250 people from ihe prairies
have so far taken advantage of the}
‘chéap rates and yisited this city.” A
perusal of the registers in the different
hotels will convince anyone that the
bulk of transient travel is at (present
from the Northwest. ' At the. office of

the Tourist Association evidence is not

wanting that a steady stream of excur-
gionist - kéeps pouring in:..This is not
all, for by far the heaviest travel will
be atfter the eclose of the holidays, gnd
on one excursioir it is reliably stated
over 900 peaple have applied for the
low rate tickets to the Coast.

The work ' of “‘the Tourist Associa-
tion in the territories has been' effective
and daily letters are received by the sec-
retary for additional literature and' in-
formation. From Australia comes a re-
quest “for such pamphlets and maps as
mdy be obtained giving detailg about the
¢ity “and immediate surroundings.”” The
writer says that ‘an advertisement
caught his attention which advised buy-
ing a home in Vietoria. = This may lead
to such an event., Againh a gentleman
in Boise, Idaho, af the suggestion of a
friend, requests infermation with a view
to locating in this city. These are only
two out -of scores of samples showing
what the association is doing to direct
attention to Victoria, as a city of homes,
and the possibilities of the Island for
the orchardist and agriculturalist.

“If there was any justification for
starting a Tourist association four years
ago, when Victoria was almost the only
city offering attractions' as a residen-
tal and tourist resort how much great-
¢r is the need today when a number of
highly favored localities in the province
are being extensively advertised and are
spending considerable - sums of money
to secure this -class of settlers” said a

rominent real estate operator to the

olonist reporter yesterday, and. it is in
this line of business that the advantage
of increased population is first felt.

Invitation to Salt Lake

At the next meeting of the executive
of the Tourist Association, which  will
be held sometime next week, the méem-
bers will doubtless have brought before
them an invitation of the Commercial
Club of Salt Lake City to be repre-
sented at the conference to be held on
January 25th. This conference will have
as a bagjs of representation two dele-
gates at large to ‘be appointed by the
governor of each state or territory and
one delegate each for Commercial Clubs,
Chamber of Commerce, Boards of Trade
Tourist Associations, Merchants and
Manufacturers Associations, Railway &
Transportation companies and Steam-
ship lines. The slogan of the confer-
ence will be “See Hurope if you «ill,
but see America first’””

In a pamphlet isstied by the¢ Com-
mercial Club_ entitled “The Scenery and
Climatel of the West, are its most Val-
nable Assets,” it is stated that Amer-
ican sightseers in foreign lands in 1
spent $150,000,000 and im the purchase
of foreign produets while abroad(.)osm,-
000,000, or a total of $190,000,000 in
one season. The greater part of this
sum is expended by people who, though
ndative to the continent are greatly ig-
norant of the wonderful sceénie, climatie
and industrial advantages of the west.
The Commercial Club, - after a most
careful and conservative investigation of
the subject in all its phases, is firmly
convinced that this diversion of eastern
money into western mays can be ac-
complished. “With this thought in mind
it has undertaken the necessary prelim-
inary work in connection therewith and
has called  the conference when there
will be presented for the eonsideration
of the delegates '@ comprehensive plan
of ‘procedure for future action.

FITZ WILL FIGHT DIVORCE.

Pugilist Expects to Start for the East
Next Week..

San Franeisco, Dec. 27.—Robert Fitz-
simmons stated tonight that he will
leave for New York next Monday and
that he will contest an eéffort-of his

wife to secura .a divorce:

L ]

Winter Route
To Dawson

Pathfinder Locates Trall Down

the Centre of Frozen
quon.

Freighting Beﬂpns From Forty-
Mile Post to the Nelghbor-
ing Creeks.

The Dawson. correspondent of the
Seattle Post-Intelligencer says:
The new winter trail between Daw-

son and Forty-Mile has beéen definel
by Eli Verreau, the pathfinder and
musher, right down the middle of the
frozen Yukon. This seems to the
uninitiated a bold course g steer when
winds often sweep along the river, but
Eli knows that the middle of the river
is not subject to the sliding effects that
are produced by the water falling later
in the winter. i 3

On his last trip down the river from
Dawson with the Cahadian and United
States mail for: Forty-Mile and Eagle,
Verreau was accompanied by his faith-
ful lieutenant, Dave Edwards, and be-
tween them they ~were cutting open
the road as well as pushing forward
with letters for the men who are de-
veloping the country’s resources.

Talge ice hummocks in the river have
made travel difficult. Verreau has de-
fined a permanent trail for the winter,
and in. improving- it has taken the axe
in hand. The government does noth-
ing to improve the ‘trail north of
Dawson.

Winter freighting has commenced
from forty-Mile post to Chicken, Jack
Wade, Steele Creek and other points
in the Forty-Mile district.. = Informa-
tion to this effect i brought by Special
Constable Shaver of the ~mounted
police, who arrived at 2 o'clock this
morning from Forty-Mile. He says:

“The town of Forty-Mile is quiet,
but there always is considerable busi-
ness there incidental 'to” the travel up
and down the Yukon and the move-
ment of freight up ‘'the  Forty-Mile
River. ?

“I left Forty-Mile Saturday morning
with six of the best ddgs in the
country, and did not make Dawson
until 2 o’clock this morning. Th¢ dogs
had to make their way over an al-
most unbroken trail.’ ‘Tt was difficult
for them to make headway, but by
long, hard pulls they ‘got here.

Mrs. Spencer Rides

“I brought Mrs. Spencer through as
a passenger. She rode all-the way,
and I had the good fortune ngf to spill
her once. She was well wrapped in
furs and kept warm..:. Mrs. Spencer
had been nursing Mrs.. Cudlip, wife of
Sergt, Cudlip of =~ Forty-Mile.  Mrs.
Cudlip was sick three months but now
is about recovered.

“The wood trail from Moosehide was
the “first stretch of good road that T
encountered en route!from Forty-Mile.
That” wood trail was ‘mightfy welcome
to a 'weary musher. 'The first part of
the day the dogs and@ 'l kept mushing
at a fair pace, and 'Kept warm, but at
night we were almost exhausted, and
could not move rapidly ‘enough to keep
comfortable. TS

“Forty-Mile. enjoyed. Jtself. Friday
night with a dance.'} \f§ Was the great-
est dance held there for many moons.
For_ the first timg-in two years there
were ladied ‘enoughi‘o make two com-
plete sets on the floor in a square
dance. Dudley McKinney was there
sawing the air melodiously with his
fiddle, and a guitar, ap:--organ. and one
or two_ other instrumenis contributed
to the harmony” - V& i

Hunters who have:jbeén in the hills
distant from Dawson for the last sev-
eral ‘weeks killing earibou, moose and
mountain sheep for the Dawson mar-
ket ‘will soon havé big stocks on hand
in. the city. Several have gone out
in parties and have been very success-
ful. Some have hunted on the head
of the Klondike, others in the Stewart
country, others at the head of Coal
Creek and othersg in other fields

W. T. Eddy, Frank Purdy and Billy
Boyd are among the Jucky fellows who
went up Coal Creek. They got more
than six caribou and a few moose and
sheep. They cached the meat and will
bring it to the city about New Year.
The conditions for ‘bringing it in are
not yet satisfactory. The meat is on
the Peel River divide and somewhat
north of where the Peel River In-
diang kill their game for the Dawson
market.

“In coming down Cloal Creek,” says
Eddy, “we-did not find the traveling
good. The portages are numerous
and aggregate about 256 miles through
the ‘woods. .

“Pete Anderson and party, 20 or 30
miles distant, were the nearest hunters
to us. 3 '

“The caribou may be said to be
plentiful in our district this season,
but not so plentiful as last year.”

Twelve Births in Month

Could President Roosevelt read the
vital statistics of the Yukon today he
would have cause to rejoice over the
fact that the good people of the North
are not slow in replenishing the earth.
Twelve births occurred in the Yukon
the last month, as compared to six
deaths for the same time. Only four
weddings are recorded.

The new arrivals are mostly children
of creek people. One of the young-
sters, Margaret Wilhelmina Rogers of
Caribou is given the middle namé in
honor of Governor McInnes. Wilhei-
mina is set down as the feminine (with
variations) of Willilam, the first name
of the govermor. The youngster was
born while Governor McInnes, K was a
guest in the father's house, the Cari-
bou Hotel, last month.
and party, comprising the Yukon min-
ing commission, was, put up at the
place for the night. . "

Nearly a thousand. tons ‘of goods
which were stored in Dawson ware-
houses and regarding which the ware-
house people refused to give informa-
tion-as to the volume or the owners,
were brought to light beiore the city
tax appeal court, -~

City Assessor E. Ward Smith had
attempted to get entrance to the White
Pass warehouses and to the brick
warehouse in charge of Thomas Tro-
tiegr, but was unable to do so or to
get the information from the men in
charge of the rwarehouses regarding
what goods were stored there,

In order to. make -the warehouse
people come ‘to scratch, the assessor
assessed the goods against the owners
of the warehouses, ‘and the. manggers
of the warehouses had to take the
stand and tell who owned the goods.

Had the  warehouse  people not
divulged each would have "been as-
sessed $150,000 on goods stored therein,
The goods in the White Pass ware-
houses were assessed against the
White Pass, and those in <the : brick
warehouse against Trotier.

When the. show-down: was forced it
was revealed there were more than

" ¥

700 tons of freight in the White Pass
warehouse belonging to eleven of the
heaviest wholesale dealers in the city
and on the creeks. A long list oq
similar heavy dealers: were shown tg
have goods in the Trotier warehouse.
It is claimed by some that fully.90 per
cent. of ‘these gbods were assessed on
the first assessment of the city as-
sessor early in the fall.

All the creek merchants protested on
paying on goods which they buy oa
the coast or elsewhere outside, and
ship through Dawson to:the creeks.
They claim that the goods are not
left here for fire protection or the like,
but are merely siored 'here as con-
venience until they can be forwarded
to warehouses on the creeks. ;

POISON DEFEATS GALLOWS.

Texan Charged mh Murder Takes
is Own Life.

Fort Worth, Tex., Dec.. 20.—A _spe-
cial to the Record from San Luis Poto-
si, Mexico, says that J. C. Hills, want-
ed in Stonewall county, Texas, for the
murder. of J. D. McGaughey, was ar-
rested there by Deputy: Sheriff Duckey,q
and committed suicide by 'poisoning.
Hills was accused of poisoning Me-
Gaughey, who raised him, for $16,000
life insurance which MeGaughey carried
for his benefit.  Hills, who was employ-
ed in a Fort Worth bank entered @
claim for:the insurance, which the com-
pany held up pending an investigation.
Hills then went to Mexico. He was
prominent in: loeal, financial and chureh
circles. Hills was about 30 years old.

PR R R Ll
TRUST COMPANIES SCORED.

President of Bankers’ Association
Calls Attention to Abuse.

Buffalo, N. Y., Dec. 29.—Alfred F.
Curtis, président of the New York State
Bankers’ association, created a mild sen-
sation at the annual meeting of the New
York State Bankers’ association here to-
night by his criticism of the operators of
trust companies in the banking business
with practically no reserve. In New
York city he declared the trust compa-
nies have over a billion dollars on deposit
and less than 2 per cent. cash in their
vaults. The present situation: is, to
say the least, uncomfortable, and is a
matter of much concern to those who
have studied the subject. &

ADDRESSED LE ROl
SHAREHOLDERS

Chairman McMillan Tells Meet-
ing of the Company’s
Affairs.

Following is a continuance of the chair-
man’s address at the Le Roi meeting of
December  8:-

Percentages Fair and Reasonable

Mr. Mackenzie adds, that the books of
the company show a met profit at Trail of
over $200,000 in 1908, and $137,000 for
1904, and he considers that the company
will .earn a similar amount in 1905. Mr.
Mackenzie expresses the opinion that with
Mr. Aldridge at the head of affairs of the
amalgamated companies he could be as-
sured of safe, sound and econmomical man-
agement. . He makes careful caleulations;
as to the relative value of these different
properties, aud he allots 24 ‘per cent, for
the Le Roi mine, 18 per cent. Canadian
Sinelting Works, 34.7 per cent. for.the St.’
Hugene  Consolidated ~ Mining ,Company,
163  per . dent,y.for [ the. Centre Star|
and . 6.4 per eent. War Eagle (Com-
pany. . After, stpdying  the matter from'
variogs .points. of view, and with all in-
formation befoe us, we cannot but think
that these percentages ‘are falr and reas-
onable, and we recommend them for your
aceceptance, a8 they have been accepted by |
the ofher cogﬂanﬂes. Your all-important
vote today Will practically decide - the
quéstion of censolidation of these different
companies into - one

Large and Important Company.

As you will see further from Mr. Macken-
zle’s report, he estimates that they should
together :earn $750,000, or £150, per an-
num, and thus produce a dividend of 19
per cent, on a capitalization of $4,000,000,
£800,000, basing his’ caleulations upon the
present pricey especially of copper and
silver, being maintained. @We mnow pro-
pose, however, for your consideration, as
stated in the report under review, that
the capital of the new company to be con-
stituted - should be £1,200,000, of which
£100,000 . shonld be retained for dealing
with other properties, or for future issue,
and £1,100,000 shounld be allotted in the
proportion stated to the companies now
joining in the consolidation, . The holders
of the 200,000 shares in this company
would thus have £264,000 allotted to them,
on which they would receive, on the basis
Mr. Mackenzie's estimate, annually,
dividends amounting to £37,000, I will not
attempt to say 'what would be the market
value in that case of the shares. There
are many of our friends present connect-
ed with the stock exchange who are much
better able to eive us an opinion on that
subject. They would also be able to en-
lighten us as ‘to what would be the prob-
able value. of our shares in the immediate
future if, today, we vote against the
amalgamation. For myself I  think the
value would be very small. In Conclusion,
we can, I think, agree in the nature of
the problem now before us, if we cannot
vote upon it upanimously. We were, too
many of us, tempted
To Invest at High Prices
in this over-capitalized ‘‘damnosa heredi-
tas,” which has since led us on, by occas-
ional ‘“will-o’-the-wisp” findings of higher
grade ores, to hope for improved results,
but which has so far led only to disap-
pointed expectations, and which at pres-
ent holds eut no better prospect than the
certainty of heavy outlay for development
and, to say the least, the uncertainty of
any adequate result in the shape of divi-
dends and, I might even say, no hope
practically of a satisfactory future. Set-
ting aside all personal considerations and
all feeling of prejudice, the practical
question. which we have to consider under
these circumstances is, shall we go on
working the Le Roi mine as an independ-
ent concern, or shall we accept the oppor-
tunity now placed before us of joining
a combination in a new and powerful com-
ny which, as we are told on high au-

The governor| Pany

thority, will secure to us substantial and

regular dividends, and thus in time ma- |

terially improve the value of our shares.
As the largest shareholder of the com-
pany’s shares, holding one-thirteenth of
the whole, and having no other conceiv-
able interest in the matter, I myself feel
no doubt whatever. - I 'am convinced that,
if we accept today the offer which, after
miuch labor and time and negotiation, s
open fo wus, our troubles and _anxieties
will come’ to - an end, and we shall have,
instead of "a disastrous speculation, a
good investment, from which we may fair-
Iy hope to derive satisfaction and rofit 8o
long as we desire to retain it. The chalr-
man concluded by moving the adeption
of the reéport and accounts, with the ex-
ception of that portion of the ‘report relat-
ing. to amalgamation.

L SR e B T
ROBBER ARRESTED.

New York Police Secure Man Accused
of Theft in Montreal.

New. York, Dec. 29.—At the request
of the British consulate the New York
police today arrested Luigi Rossi, 22
years of age, charged with having robbed
Banca Zarossa, of Montreal, of $2,
on October Tth last. After being ar-
ranged before the United States commis-

sioner the prisoner was remanded unti)
Tuesday. - .

MURDERERS ESCAPE.

Toledo, O., Dec. 29.—The five men
who mortally wounded Marshal Thorn-
ton are still at large, having broken
through the net spre abouyt the
thicket and underbrush. between here
and Perrysburg last night. Scores of
men today renewed the man hunt with
increased energy.

SEEK PROTECTION.

New. York, Dec. 29.—Holders of a
large amount of stock of the Albany &
Susquehanna Railroad Company have
appointed a committee, it was aunounc-
ed today, to protect their. interests under
the lease of the road to the Delaware &
Hudson railroad in connection with the
replacing of its first mortgage bonds
amonnting to $10,000,000, and drawing
6 and 7 per cent., with a new issue of
314, per cent. These stockholders de-
clare that a part of the annual saving
effected should go to increase the Susque-
hanna dividend and alse that there is a
large acreage of unpaid rent which
should be collected from the Delaware &
Hudson railway and paid as an extra
dividend. The members of the com-
mittee are John Harrison Rhodes, A. H.
Joline-and George P. Butler jr.

LOCOMOTIVE EXPLODES.

Freight ‘Engine Blows Up, Killing
"“Three Men,

Hiintingdon, Ind., Dec. 29.—By the
blowing up of an engine attached to a
freight train on the Chicago & Egle
Railroad near here yesterday, Engi-
neer John J. O’'Brien of Kouts, Fire-
man O. R. Olivent of this place, and
Brakeman Lemuel Fisher of Rochester,
Ind. were instantly killed and 15 cars
were piled up. The wreck caught
fire. Only the body of the engineer
has been recovered. It was blown to
pleces. The train was composed of
refrigerator cars loaded with meat and
was running as a special.;

COMPLAINS OF ROOSEVELT.

London, Dec. 30.—Cameron Corbett, a
parliamentary candidate for Glasgow, in
the interest + of the Unionist party,
writes to the Times calling the atten-
tion of Mr. Reid, the American Ambas-
sador and Sir Henry Campbell-Banner-
man to the alleged unconstitutional ac-
tion of his opponent, D. M. Mason, who
he says in meeting his constituents, an-
nounced that he had a friendly inter-
view with President Roosevelt at Wash-
ington, in which Mr. Roosevelt guard-
edly expressed his hearty sympathy with
the Liberal party in Great Britain.
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ISLAND V8. MANITOBA EGGS.

Sir—Upon mnoticing ' an article in your
weekly issue headed as above and signed
“S. R.,” Westholme, to protect our own
local fresh egg market, 1 .beg for a small
space to express my view upon the sub-
ject. 1 did not notice the former letter
which: “8. R:”’ alludes to.

The idea of ‘eggs coming into our city
from Manlitoba by the earioad as they do,
and to term them on their arrival here as
sstrictly fresh,” is simply ridiculous, or
to .rank them from..geven to ten days old
eggs ls equally absuprd. Eggs coming in
from Manitoba t. Victoria today were
laid last April and May.

I have l;ved, farmed -and sold ggdga in

nitopa. for, ort purposes, and , can
ﬁ*ﬂhm ' me'xfgbc’ _guarme' _tnro;gg
practical knowledge, that éggs “Impo
from there into Victoria in the egg-season,
and so -ealled *strictly fresh . Manitoba
eggs,”” by the time- they reach the ‘con-
sumer .in. Victoria are nearer ten, months
old than ten days.

Now I.will prove, and can back up my
statemept. by telling the way we used
to do when living near Winnipeg, and the
egg business is carried on on the same
basis Dy  thousands of farmers' in Mani-
toba today.

The seasons In Manitoba are very short,
and when the long-looked-for springtime
comes and the poor jailed-up hens com-
mence to lay, farmers are much too busy
to go to town with a few cases of eggs
once a week, or even once a month,

The Manitobs egg business is carrled
on by traders, who call round upon the
busy farmer about once a month, and
sometimes  perhaps twice in the month,
put never more frequently. He brings
his cases and takes your eggs, and as 8o
many iguorant people “will persist upon
“an egg is just an egg,’”’ we used to take
jolly goed care to eat all the large ones
and sell to the trader the smaller grade;
and judging from' the size of the import-
ed -eggs in town today, the Manitoba far-
mer must be going on the same greedy
way at the present time, devouring all
his large eggs and exporting the smaller
grade.

If the Western imported egg is going to
successfully compete with our local fresh
egg, why, we had ‘better close down, for
what with the ‘difference In price of land,
fuel and labor, we should practically go
to the 'wall; but we are mnot a bit afraid
of it, for Victorians will never consider
a Manitoba egg as a fresh oue, particularly
at this time of the year, mid-winter in
Manitoba, with five feet of snow and 40
below - zero. . 7

1 have to admit that we seldom deliver
our eggs in- town oftener than twice a
week, that being Mondays and Thursdays;
and yet in the egg season we deliver our
No. 1 grade eggs to our customers in town
within one day from the time they are
fald, and this is the way it is done: Fri-
day’'s and Saturday’s eggs are packed
away for  winter use, and Sun-
day's eggs are delivered in town on
the Monday; the Monday's and Tuesday’s
eggs are again packed away for winter
trade. - By so doing our local fresh egg is
not more than 18 hours old when deliver-
ed to the customer.

1 sincerely: hope and believe that the day
is mnot far off when the old saying ‘‘an
egg is just an egg” will finally die out,
and eggs will have to be clean, graded and
properly boxed. It is only about a year
since a box of apples was ‘just a box of
apples,’ but it Is mot so today; and there
is no doubt but what the change was the
very best thing that could have happen-
ed to the producer and consumer of ap-
ples. They are now compelled to grade,
pack and stamp their boxes.

We are doing the same. with our eggs,
and profit by it.’ We grade them, and
nothing but a full sixed 2-ounce egg is
allowed in our private boxes; grade No.
2 are sold at 5c. a dozen less than grade
No. 1, and ag a rule sold wholesale to
people who term ‘‘an eggs as just an
egg’; but 1 will guarantee that if the
two different lots were weighed, the No.
2 grade, supposed to be the cheapest,
would be much the dearer.

I heard a customer complaining to a
degler a few days ago about the size of
his eggs, and the dealer deliberately told
him -there was a8 much in a small egg
as in a large ome. ‘Now that was just a
bluft.

If ever the day should come when a
cable wire be attached to the laying de-
par¢aent of the Manitoba hen, thus en-
abling her to guickly export her produce
fresh and void of tampis, and fairly and
successfully compete with our 18-hour-old
local eggs, we will' pack up and ship to

‘| Manitoba, where land, -fuel and labor are

cheap; but until them, we decline to be
deprived ‘of our lovely climate through a
mere price bluff,

For Manitoba to be able to export ten-
day-old eggs from Winnipeg to Victoria,
the hens ‘would not only have to lay them
by the carload, but at the same itme de-
posit them right on the car.

Y H. T. OLDFIELD.

* B. C. Poultry Farm.

'Many Steamers

Coming With Cargo

Sugar From Peru and Nitrate
From. South America—The
Liners Expected.

Manuke Placed on Canadlan-
Australian Route—Quadra
Brings Buoy.

Several steamers with a cargo from
various ports of the Pacific are expected
at the ocean doek during the coming
week, the first due being the white liner
Empress of Japan, which has a large
general cargo, including a more than
usually large shipment of raw silk, fifty
saloon puassengers and over a.hundred
steerage. The steamer Ouaaf of the
China Mutual line is following the Ew-
press liner, and it is expected to reach
port on Wednesday with a heavy cargo
of general merchbandise from the United
Kingdom and the Orient, several hund-
red tons of which will be landed here.
The ‘shipments for this port, it is ex-
pected, will include the machinery for
the new Princess steamer being built at
Es‘:&[}uimalt for the C. P. R. 8. 8. Co.

he (German steamer Pentaur of the
Kosmos line is due tomorrow en route
to Vancouver with a consignment of raw
sugar from Peru for the B. C. Bugar
Refinery at Vancouver. X

Following the Kosmos liner bringing
sugar to British Columbia is the Kosmos
liner Luxor, which is due at the ocean
dock on the 10th of next month, with
450 tons of nitrate from the nitrate ports
of South America for the ‘Victoria chem-
ical works. The British steamer EIl-
eric, a sister of the steamer Wyneric,
whose crew suffered so much from fever
on the voyage north from Ancon, is about
due in the Royal Roads from the same
port at the Isthmus, where fever has
been so rampant of late.

The steamer Dulwich at Esquimalt is
about ready to leave for Acapulco under
charter to the Mexican government.

THE WHISTLING BUOY.

The Quadra Returns With the Derelict
Aid to Navigation.

Yesterday morning the government
steamer Quadra returned from Otter
Point and vieinity with the whistling
buoy that drifted from its anchorage
at Port San Juan about two weeks
ago ‘and has since been reported at
intervals from different points. It was
located between two fish traps, be-
tween Muir and Coal creeks, and
farmers resident along the shoreline
in that vicinity will no longer hear the
strange, howling sound which caused
wonderment. After landing the buoy
at the government wharf the Quadra
is to leave today on a lighthouse ten-
dering cruise in northern British Col-
umbia waters. The steamer is ex-
pected to be absent for about two
weeks.

The steamer Maude of the British
Columbia Salvage Company is engaged
in buoy work. = Yesterday a new bea-
con to be placed on Dock Island, near
Sidney, was placed on board.

WELLINGTON’S. TRIP.

Saw Disabled Vessel Off Cane Mendo-
£ L cive, Not-‘copov Flattery. - ¢

The steamer Wellington on her last
trip north had a very stormy passage,
high winds and heavy seas being en-
countered ‘throughout the run north.
The : despatch * from Nanaimo stating
that the steamer had sighted a vessel
in distress off Cape Flattery, Captain
Cutler says, is erroneous. It was off
Trinidad Head, near Cape Mendocino,
that the disabled vessel was seen—a
large steam schooner with a deckload
of lumber. The vessel was a long
distance from the Wellington and long
before the collier came near the dis-
tressed schooner Captain Cutler saw
another steam schooner come to her
assistance and pass & hawser on board.
A few days ago the steam schooner
Acme was towed intosSan Francisco
with her boilers leaking, she being in
all probability the vessel sighted off
Trinidad Head by Captain Cutler.

THE MANUKA COMING.

Sydney Report Says She Has Left
Australia, for Victoria.

A Sydney despatch to. the Merchants’
Exchange states that the steamer Ma-
nuka left the New South Wales port on
Tuesday for Victoria and Vancouver via
Fiji and Honolulu. According to the
schedule of the Canadian-Australian line
the, Moana was to have sailed from Syd-
ney for Victoria on December 25th. The
change is stated to be due to the fact
that the Manuka is to replace one of the
three liners permanently, and the ' new
turbine steamer Maheno, now running
between Australia and New Zealand,
will make two trips to Victoria, arriving
here on April 11th on her initial trip.

MADE NEW CHANNEL.

Storm Cuts Waterway Through Sand-
¥ spit and Farm at Sooke.
Durinﬁ the Christmas night gale

among the damage done was the butting

away of part of the sand.spit which for
years has acted ds a practical break-
water shekeungﬂﬁooke harbor, The
storm and the driving sea running that
night in the Straits cut a deep channel
averaging about fifty feet in width,
through the sand spit, making an isl-
and of the remaining part and remov-
ing a good portion of the spit which
sheltered the harbor. During the same
storm the manch of Mr. Gordon of Ot-
ter Point also suffered. The ranch 1s
on a point and there was some

bottom land at the eXtreme of the point.

During the storm about twenty acres of

this land was cut away.
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RUSSELL SAGE’S HARVEST.

Hundred Per C;:l-{. Rate for Call
Loans Tempts the Old Man.

New York, Dec. 29.~—The Tribune
today says: For the first time in
several weeks Russell Sage went to
his office in Nassau street yesterday,
driving down from his home in a fast
automobile when he received the in-
formation that call meney was at 100
per cent. and in great demand in the
financial district.  For several hours
the aged financier remained in his
office personally directing the lending
of his cash at 85 and 90 per cent. In
that time he loaned about $70,000,000.
“Don’t crowd the boys too hard” was
his final order as he left his office and
started for home. His loans yester-
day were for a day only, and meant a
profit of about $70,000 to him. He
may make another visit to his office
goon if cdll money takes amother
Jump.

~ @onditions in
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; Atlin Dist

Winter Tralls In Good Con
.But Late Season’s Deve
ments Quiet,

AProtest as to the Man
Which Customs Office§
: Is Acting.

A Log Cabin correspondent
under date ~of Decemb
Travel on the Fantail
‘begin in earnest, us the tr
condition. The only open wi
about three miles of Golden G
Atlin Lake. There are quite
ber to come out from Atlin th
There will be a trail broken th)
ter from Log Cabin to Conra
and considerable freight will g¢
way, as the distance is only :
miles and ever half of this di
over Toochi Lake. There i
a good blazed trail from T

 which was used in 1897 and 18¢

will be & short cut for people g
Oonrad City in the spring. ;
There will be a town built
boundary line about five milg
Conrad, but its name has not
given out. It is predicted thg
be many rich strikes made
Toochi Lake next summer.

The same correspondent encld
following clipping from the S
Alaskan: s

The complaints of people ¢
the line from Alaska into Canag
the White Pass because of thd
ness of the policy pursued
Canadian customs officer at th
mit are becoming numerous.
people go so far as to say thi
not go into'the interior this w
more, but that they will go o
from Valdez or Seward or
Yukon. These threats are (
some anxiety to business mg
transportation men interested
Upper Yukon where the greate
fation and the greater producing
are now located.

The Canadian customs officer,
Summit is named John Noot, b
claimed in his behalf that he
following the &irections of his s
Collector E. S. Busby of the
who has told him, it is said, to
duty upon absolutely everythi
matter what it is, that is taken
the line.

This order has been constr
Mr. Noot to include a sandwic
4 man might have in his o
pocket. One faithful, hard
miner who has devoted six o
years to the development of a
* Canada was assessed for the
duty on a pair of shoes he had
feet which still gave some evidg
being new.

A woman living on the Cal
side of the line, 75 miles or morg
from a Canadian drug store, 8
Skagway for some medicine. §
celved it in a small phial, an
was levied upon in the names {
great Dominion for 5 cents.

~A .woman, the wife of a ma
has been doing business in Cand
many years and who has cont
thousands of dollars in dutieg
taxes to the government, was ai
pay duty on four or five oranges
she had for a lunch. The ©
had been given to her. When
to pay duty upon them she §
handed them over to Mr. No
asked him to present them
erown with her compliments.

A man in the train service wa
pelled to pay 5 cents, it is said
small bottle of liniment he was
for a bruise.

A woman was compelled to
cents the other day on a few
wiches she was tiaking alon
lunch. This exaction served
text for a characteristic articlg
J. White, the “Stroller” of the
horse -Star, who asks the min
finance to authorize a discri
in the tariff on a lunch of cavia
wiches and one of left-over slag

Two or ‘three dozen other in
of microscopic transactions of th
of those cited have been collect
space forbids mentioning the
It is said that men have bee
upon cigars in their vests and ¢
tobacco in their trousers, ete.

LOW LEVEL LINE -
OF GRAND TR

Report by the Surveyors
! Route From Ottawa t
Winnipeg.

An Ottawa special, respecting tH
Trunk Pacific, saysy The low-Ig
from  Quebec to Winnipeg is a
Practieally eomplete reports have
Ottawa from the surveying partid
haye been strung across the thirt

i dred mlles of Canadiau wilderness

mMOSE” two years.  They show
chéin and the transit in the hand
' surveyors have found the ' leve
which - explorers’ reports indicat
along the height of land.

‘Bxact measurcments of the rouf|
nat al transcontinental by men
tifie training snow a low grade thr
while the curves will all be long 3
and the work of cutting and grag
not be severe. From Winnip
and on to Moncton it will car
of the West on a practicall

A8 the power required to start
Stahding at a station on a dead |
cargy the same train up -a foi
grade, that grade is regarded in
DPractice as a level. The national
tinental will not afford quite the §
vantage to traffic moving west
sixstenths grade is still Detter tH
thing in the shape of a railroad
isting bver a 1300 miles stretd
Westbound trafnc will be lighter
heavy wheat trains which will n
from the West.

# The route wnareh the
found is to the north of
Ahorough test of the line to tY
Showed that it could not provide|
Rearly as favorable for traffic
nerth of the lake. The northern
Is ‘better timbered and better f
‘ment. Therefore, the project of
the South of the lake has been &
North of Lakes Huron and Su
good line. and a good country o
Toun The Grand Trunk Pael
ARy made the first survey of:®
rom Winnipeg to North Bay. T
¥e§y ‘was purchased by the nation
continental commission, and thex
Were sent out to see if it coul
Proved. They have succeeded iy
er routes along several

Stretches reported by the first suig
8 result of the test survey a n
@if8enlt rock - cuttings will Dhe
@B the necessity for several bri
b@n\ done away with. ~ At the si
the Hine has been a little shorten

The reports which made the

2

surveyo
A




