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man was Herr Zunkelhoro.
When the final crash came, and the 

Kaiser, a beaten refugee, -fled from 
his country that morning late in 1918, 
the Jewel keeper was one of those who 
was present at the final farewell.

"Had he taken my advice many 
years ago," said Herr Zunkelhoro, to 
one of the officials, “he would still 
have been on the throne. It was the 
fateful Blase of Glory which .brought 
the downfall of the Hohenzollems, 
Just as it- has brought misfortune and 
evil to every owner it has had since 
it came put of Persia so many cen­
turies ago.”

It was not until after the Kaiser 
had gone Into exile that the German 
people began to realise that the cen­
tral gem of the crown had indeed a 
sinister influence, and it is still point­
ed out by those who see it in his new 
place of abode in Berlin as the 
diamond which caused the overthrow 
of the Hohensollero dynasty.
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the House of Hohensollero than I am.
Have I not been jewel keeper for 
many years? What I have to say is 
said because of that devotion and 
loyalty to your House.”

He went on to detail the story of 
the Blaze of Glory from the time that 
the gem came into the possession of 
the Kaiser's forefathers.

It was in the Middle Ages that the 
Margrave (or Marquis) de Branden­
burg, whose kingdom was the nucleus 
from which sprang the Prussian 
dynasty, made one of his raids into 
Silesia. His soldiers plundered wher­
ever they came to a town, and razed 
the houses just as the modern Ger­
mans treated Belgium and North 
Prance.

One of the captives of the Mar­
grave was a Jewish merchant who 
had been making his way to the 
Mediterranean with a large collection 
of diamonds and precious stones. The 
loot was placed before the Margrave, 
who, seeing the glittering collection, 
selected from the loot a massive stone.
It was the ill-starred Blaze of Glory.

In vain the merchant warned the 
Margrave that the stone had a ter­
rible history, and was fated to bring , The 
disaster to the family who owned it 
The conqueror laughed at the tale, and 
holding the stone aloft so that it glit­
tered and scintillated 
swore that he would make it one of ! 
his crown gems, and that he would 
found a great family who would ever 
wear it always in their crowns.

This was how the Blaze of Glory 
came to Prussia, stained with blood, 
as it had been stained throughout its 
long career.

It was handed down from king to 
king until it came into the possession 
of the ex-Kaiser.
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tunate queen and robbed her dead 
body of the stone after the queen had 
been mutilated by his soldiers.

As he carried it away the blood 
dripped from his hands, and it was 
stated by the wise men that the an­
cient curse of the gem would be car­
ried on and that the king would meet 
with a like death.

The . prophecy came true. Within a 
few weeks El-Hakln H was murdered 
in his palace by one of his subjects. 
The next owner was also killed, and 
every prince, ruler, potentate or fam­
ily who had possession of it since that 
date met with misfortune and disaster.

Told by STUART MARTIN in Pear 
son's Weekly.

“I attribute the downfall of the 
Kaiser to the evil spell wrought by the 
central gem in the crown of the 
House of Prussia, the sinister Blaze 
of Glory."

This strange statement is the con­
sidered opinion of no other than the 
late Herr Grant Zunkelhoro, one of 
the most learned German antiquaries, 
and for many years keeper of the 
Prussian Jewel House. Herr Zunkel- 
hom has left amongst his papers a 
detailed history of this jewel, and of 
how he warned the ex-Kaiser of its 
sinister influence, and begged him to 
dispose of it even as far back as the 
day on which Wilhelm was crowned 
King of Prussia.

Zunkelhoro was constantly pained 
because of the refusal of the ex- 
Emperor to believe that there was 
any influence in the gem, ànd when­
ever the jewel keeper opened up the 
subject he was sure to be met by 
ridicule. Though the jewel keeper was 
not in possession of the full history 
of the jewel at the time Wilhelm was 
crowned, he knew sufficient to im­
plore his royal master to have it re­
moved from the regalia.

His pleadings were made at Pots- - 
dam, just before the coronation cere- j 
mony, but Wilhelm scorned the tradi­
tions of the stone as if they were 
mere fairy tales. Finally he dismissed 
Zunkelhoro with the words:—

“You must understand that I am 
crowned by the spirit of God and the 
will of my people. The Hohenzollems 
must endure for ever. No curse of 
evil can harm our dynasty."
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These facts were all known. Herr 
Zunkelhoro had prepared his list of 
tragedies which had followed the 
ownership of the stone, but his list 
was Incomplete, and had many gaps 
and lapses In detail.

The story of the fatal gem gained 
currency in certain clrclee among the 
court of the Kaiser, and two highly- 
placed members of the court resolved 
to put the stories to test. They com­
missioned an expert diamond dealer 
to undertake a journey to the East, 
with Instructions to investigate every 
clue, and find the truth of the al- 

; lc—tions, and also to discover, If pos- 
i s . wherein lay the curse of the 
fam ov.s stone.

The expert set out on his journey. 
He visited every market in the Near 
East, pursued his investigations 
through Turkey, was led by the thin ! 
thread of his clues Into Persia, the 
land of the Medes and ancient wise , 
men who seem to be so strangely, 
gifted with occult powers.

Ancient documents written In old 
tongues were unearthed. It was a tre­
mendous labour, and It occupied sev­
eral years to complete, but it was 
completed. It was in 1916, after thy 
war had been in progress for nearly 
two years, that the expert arrived 
back in Berlin with his proof.

The results of the expert’s investi­
gations were considered, and were 
turned over to Herr Zunkelhoro. When 
that expert had compared the re­
sults with his own information he 
realized how important this seeming­
ly harmless stone was. He managed 
to gain an appointment with the
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“Your Majesty will remember,” said 

Herr Zunkelhoro, “that on the day 
1 you were crowned I ventured to sug­
gest that the jewel ought to be taken 
from the royal crown. I implored ydur 
Majesty to get rid of it. I gave my 
reasons. I said that the tradition was 
such that it would bring only misfor­
tune on Prussia. Your Majesty, I 
have now in my hands proof that the 
climax of the misfortunes which this 
terrible gem is responsible for will 
take place in your Majesty's reign— 
is indeed not very far distant."

“You can prove that?” cried the 
Kaiser excitedly.

“Yes, your Majesty. The documents 
are here.”

“What are the proof?’ 
the Kaiser.

“Your Majesty, this stone came or­
iginally from Persia, the land of mys­
terious things and many secrets. It 
your Majesty will give me permission 
to take the Blaze of Glory and make 
certain tests with it I shall be able 
to give you further demonstrations. 
It is written in these documents that 
the crisis of the misfortunes caused 
by the Blaze of Glory will occur in the 
twientieth century.”

“But how can you 
asked the Kaiser.

“Your Majesty, the important dates 
will be found by holding the gem at 
right angles with the meridian and 
pointing its apex towards the north— 
due north. From the number of the 
various angles
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LL VALUE SALEFinding that his prayers and plead­
ings were useless, Herr Zunkelhoro 
began to find out every other detail 
in the history of the Blaze of Glory 
with which he was still unacquainted.

He saw the Kaiser on state occasion 
wearing the crown from which the 
gem blazed in the very centre. To 
Zunkelhoro it seemed that the Kaiser 
had thus deliberately defied the tradi- 
tionof the stone. Until the crowning 
of Wilhelm its position had been a 
secondary one. By Wilhelm’s special 
order it had been placed in the very 
centre of the crown.

The difficulties which stood in the 
way of Herr Zunkelhoro obtaining the 
detailed story of the Blaze of Glory 
were enormous. Among dealers in 
precious stones it is quite common tor 
histories of such stones to be pre­
served, but in the case of the Blaze 
of Glory there were many lapses. I

It was known, for instance, that 
the gem had at one time been in the 
possession of the Queen of Sheba. 
Tales of the strange and wonderful 
gem were carried by travellers into 
Persia, and the greed of the nomadic 
king El-Hakin II was excited. He '

claimi
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& $2.85SCIENTIST DESCRIBES LATEST 
POWER IN LIBERATED ATOM.this?”prove

A PITY TO LOSE LONDON—By the liberation of the 
atom man may some day have under 
his control a force which will per­
form for him the entire work of the 
world, but if it gets beyond his con­
trol it may blow the earth and all its 
inhabitants to smithereens, Dr. Aston, 
of Cambridge, said in a lecture deliv­
ered recently before the mèmbers of 
the British Association. But the 
chances of such a catastrophe are 
practically negligible, he explained. 
Dr. Aston opened his address with a 
description of the infinite minuteness 
of the atom. “If a tiny hole were 
made in the side of an evacuated elec­
tric light bulb,’’ he said, “so that the 
molecules of air could pass In at a 
rate of 1,000,000 a second, It. would 
take 100,000,000 years before the bulb 
was full, and there are two atoms in 
each molecule of air." Dr. Aston told 
how Professor Rutherford had dis­
covered that all atoms were simply 
different 'combinations of electricity. 
The positive particles were cemented 
together by the negative particles. 
Tables, houses, chairs, motor care; 
in fact all Inanimate substances, In­
cluding man himself, were compoeed 
simply of electricity.

WHAT A LUMP OF COAL IS.
“What we know as a lump of coal," 

the speaker declared, “Is simply an 
incomprehensibly large number of 
electrical particles clustering togeth­
er. if these particles conld be liber­
ated and controlled, they would pro­
vide vastly more power than would be 
needed to run ah the machinery that 
man could ever devise. “Professor 
Rutherford,” said Dr. Aston, “succeed­
ed In arranging a collision between 
the central portions of two atoms. The 
result was the transmutation of the 
atoms into entirely different forms of
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ANOTHER HAIR“Majesty,” said the jewel keeper, 
“there Is no more devoted servant of
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degrees
shown in the cutting of the gem will 
be found the mysterious significance 
of the stone."
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Herr Zunkelhoro was given per­
mission to make his tests. He made 
the mathematical calculations accord­
ing to the instructions which he had 
obtained, and to his consternation the 
dates which came out in the final an­
swer were 1917 and 1922: It was de­
monstrated that between those dates 
would come the climax. Would the tra­
dition hold good, or had its power 
been exhausted, and were the stories 
told of the gem merely strange coin­
cidences and old wives* tales?

The result of the calculations were 
sent to the Kaiser, but once again he 
refused to believe that they had any 
special significance. His reply was 
that the war was being won—that in­
deed It was already won—by his 
“valiant troops," and that nothing 
could stop his ambition to be con­
queror of Europe.

The highly-placed advisers of the 
Kaiser took the same view. They 
laughed at the fears of the jewel 
keeper, and the Blaze of Glory re­
mained the central stone in the 
Prussian crown.
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matter. “The ] 
transmutation oi

iblllty of mnch 
y scale Is an en­

ormous Importance. If the ampnnt 
of hydrogen tyhich goes to constitute 
a tabiespoonful of water were tratii#- 
muted Into helium, the energy IClliP: 
a ted would be 200,000 kilowat heurs— 
one-seventh of the total amount of el­
ectricity used in London in a day for 
lighting and- power services. “The 
possibility has been discussed," said 
Dr. Aston, "that this energy, when 
first liberated, would be out of hu­
man control, til f-at case, if all the 
hydrogen on es uh were detonated in­
to space, ’lie successful experiment 
would b4 published throughout the 
entire universe as the birth of a new 
p*£r. The probability of this catas­
trophe," added Dr. Aston, "is prac­
tically negligible.”
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