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NOT GUILTY OF MURDER.
Jury Brings In Verdict of Man­

slaughter.
Four Days Trial Comes to an End.

VERDICT OF JURY.
"We find the prisoner at the bar not 

guilty of murder but guilty of man­
slaughter and we recommend him to 
the clemency of the Court.” With 
these words spoken by Mr. S. J, Tuck­
er, foreman of the Jury, the famous 
Nolan murder trial which for the first 
four days of the present week had 
been occupying the attention of a full 
bench and a special jury and in which 
the whole country haa taken the keen­
est interest, came to an end. TBeir 
lordships through the Chief Justice 
intimated that the court would take 
time to consider what sentence would 
be passed. At 2.38 pjn. Thursday, J. G.
Higgins, B_A., counsel for the defence 
rose to address' the jury and dèliver- 
ed a most eloquent and impassioned 
plea on behalf of the accused which 
lasted for over three hours. Although 
he had had little time to prepare his 
defence, and few grounds to base it 
on, Mr. Higgins delivered an oration 
of which he may forever feel proud 
and it undoubtedly had no email ef­
fect upon the jury. The address of the 
Attorney General also lasted about 
three hourifbut was more a ^statement 
of facts than anything else/but it too 
was a most eloquent address. The 
summing up of his Lordship the Chief 
Justice, lasted for an hour and at 10.55 
p.m. the jury retired and returned 
to Court at 11.25 p.m. to give the de­
cision which appears at thè head of 
this column. I

THE PRISONER’S BEARING.
Throughout the trial the prisoner 

bore himself very coolly and during ■ were satisfied that the acta of cruelty 
his examination spoke in a calm, j were proven and that the cause of 
audible tone but raised hie voice oc- death issued therefrom they would 
casionally to vehemently deny thé have to find him guilty. Nolan must

charges made against him. Before, 
however, his cross examination was 
concluded he began to show signs of 
the strain of the trial and the several 
hours he had spent in the witness 
box. During hie counsel’s address he 
seemed much moved and continual­
ly bowed his head and was often seen 
to wipe hie eyes with his handker­
chief. He followed counsel for the 
Crown with a keen attention arid he 
listened closely to his Lordship'S 
summing up. When brought in to hear 
the verdict of the jury Nolan seemed 
quite composed and as he entered the. 
box a slight smile seemed to flit over 
•hie face. He took the Jury’s verdict 

quite- calmly and with a most expres­
sionless face.

THE PLEA FOR THE DEFENCE.
After recess Thursday, Higgins, B. 

A;, began his address to the jury. He 
first apologized for the delay he had 
•made in the matter. For the past few 
days they had had the ead task of try­
ing their fellow man. A human life 
hung in the balance. A verdict of 
guilty on their part meant the loss of 
a- human life and a life once gone 
could never be recalled. The killing 
might be excusable but it would he 
killing none the less. In a small com­
munity like this facts are exaggerated 
and some of the' Jury may have come 
on the case with prejudiced minds. To 
all who had feelings of this sort he 
would say drop them. They must not 
take ideas of their own but they must 
try the case solely on the evidence. If 
NOlan was innocent they were to find 
him innocent anti provided that they
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helped Mr. Edison discover the imperfection» 
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help you discover the perfectione of the purest 
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first be found guilty of the groâs out­
ragea perpetrated on 'the child and If 
hie acts were not responsible for the 
child's death the verdict Aiust be net 
gsilty.
•COULD NOLAN HAVE THOUGHT

rrouir
ïf, said counsel, you let - sympathy 

carry yqri away you are daunting your 
own souls. In case of. doubt, he said, 
the prisoners gets the benefit of the 
doubt. The case they had to try was 
cold, terrible murder and they were 
the sole Judges. Now the question was 
could a man of that type kill his 
daughter by a slow process of refined 
cruelty. It would he more likely, if a 
man like him had wanted to kill his 
child, that he would have broken her 
head with an axe.’If he had thought 
out the scheme he would have made 
some blunder and a blunder Is soon 
found ont in an outport. If that scheme 
of refined cruelty were true would 
Nolan have sent for a good old wo­
man to look after his child? Would 
he not have tried to hide the fact of 
the- frozen feet? She might die and 
none tvould he the wiser. If he had 
kept away all knowledge of hie cruel­
ties from the neighbours, didn’t they 
think hé couldn’t hide the fact that her 
feet were frozen? It was almost In­
credible. If she ran away, even if 
afraid, if was her own act and, if 
every child who is afraid of punish- 
irient ran out in the snow the town 
would be full of homeless children. .

THINK HOW HE SUFFERED.
Every witness called gave Nolan a

Wants to Share 
Her Good Fortune

Health Restored After Years 
Of Suffering She Feels It Her 

‘ Duty To Tell About Tanlac.
"Tanlac has helped me so much 

that I feel it my duty to let others 
know about it,” said Mra. S. Como, 
163 Belleau St., Quebec, recently.

"For three years I never felt hun­
gry, could hardly eat anything, and 
even the little I forced down hurt 
me something awful. At times the 
pain and distress from . indigestion 
was ao bad I could hardly stand it, 
and often even the eight of food would 
nauseate me. My liver was disorder­
ed, and I Suffered dreadfully from' 
headache. I was also very nervous, 
and the least little unexpected noise 
would almost frighten me out of my 
wits, and ,it vas almost impossible 
for me to sleep.

‘‘Well, It seemed that I had . no 
strength or energy at all when I be­
gan taking Tanlac, but I certainly 
feel like a different person now. I 
ënjoy all my meals now, and every­
thing I eat agrees with me perfectly. 
Those headaches and that nervous­
ness, in fact, all my troubles are 
gone, and I sleep like a child nights.

• I’ve actually gained fourteen pounds 
in weight, and feel just fine. I’m so 
thankful^for my good health that I'm 
always telling others about Tanlac.”

Tanlac is sqid In St John’s by M. 
Connors; in Paradise, by Mrs. Martin 
F. Byrne; in Upper Gullies! by Heber 
Andrews ; in Portland, by H. C. 
Haines; in St Joseph, Sslmonier, by 
.Mrs. J. Gushue; in Marystown, by 
Exploits Valley Royal Stores, Ltd.;

—advt.

... . . . . .. . ... . in Flat Islands, by William Samson;splendid character. Did the jury think ( j,megtown> by Christopher Haines,
that he would supply his family with and in Lewlsporte by Uriah Freake. 
one hand and kill them with the 
other? Let them think of what he suf­
fered since his wife died. He had the 
hardships of a father and the worries 
of a -mother. Although the children 
were such a trouble to him he did riot 
stay away when he could have hut 
rather sent money for their upkeep.
Let them think what Nolan suffered 
when he heard his own children per­
jure themselves against him. It is 
not alone terrible to he put to death 
by perjury but infinitely.worse to be 
hung by the perjury of one’s own 
children. Wouldn’t they expect a man 

whose children had received such 
terrible characters to have a,warped- 
nature but there was no evidence to 
show he had anything of the grouch 
about him. The fact that Patsy Mol- 
loy who suffered from epilepsy, and 
wouldn’t come to town as a witness 
for the Crown! took the risk to come 
as a witness for Nolan Is a great 
thing in his favour. The evidence of- 
the'prosecution, said counsel, is en­
tirely the evidence of Gregory and

you to do likewise. Judge him accord­
ing to his environment. Judge him 
rightly.” Continuing he said that 
Mary’s minti was so diseased that her 
vapourings should be set aside. “Are 
you,” he asked, “Going to hang that 
man on the words of two degen­
erates! .... Are you going to put 
the mark of a felon on a man who did 
what he thought right?” Counsel 
closed his address with an eloquent 
appeal for the life of the prisoner.

THE CASE FOB THE CROWN.
The Attorney General, Hon. W. R. 

Warren, K.C., than rose to address the. 
Jury. He congratulated counsel for 
the defence on his excellent address. 
The Crown, he said, stood for the 
community and not only that hut for 
a little girl, 8 years of age, whose 
lips are sealed in death. They were 
compelled to take the next best evid­
ence and try and arrive at a verdict
from that The two chief , .witnesses 

Mary Nolan, neither of whom has a were the prisoner’s owajehildrenÈîThe
good reputation. Suppose Nolan did 
beat the child. If any gentleman of 
the Jury* had come back after a hard 
day’s work and had to bring the child 
ih out of the snow wouldn’t he feel 
like doing- tige same.

A LONELY MAN.
Mrs. Prentiergast told Nolan of the 

doctor 9 or 10 days after the frost­
bite, when according to medical evid­
ence nothing could have saved herj 
Although Nolan was In the- box for 
over 5 hours under cross examination, 
in spite of the strain, he did not 
blunder. An «ne essential although he 
blundered a little In details. Let them 
take Nolan’s evidence. He had told 
all bis troubles.' He led a. hard life in 
which there Was hot a bit of plea­
sure.. ..His life was that of a lonely 
men. -After seven hours of examina­
tion did they think he was lying. He 
had told his story coolly. Let them 
take the Hr. Main incident Had not 
the girl confessed that she had told 
lies on her father. A girl who is de­
void of such feeling as to perjure 
against an ordinary man -is pretty low 
but the depths of hell are not low 
enough for the girl who perjures 
against her own father. In connection 
with the matter of the lock on the 
suit -case counsel said it was an easy 
matter for an outport man to' do a 
thing like that for there is enough 
talent latent In, the outports to build 
an Empire. Counsel asked what re­
liance could he placed on the state­
ments of children who were liars end 
thieves.
HE KNEW THE DOCTOR WOUlfolUT 

'COME.
Counsel dwelf at some length on 

the question of the calling of the 
doctor. Nolan admitted he should have 
called him, with the sorrow, of a man 
who was fond of his children. How 
often did we find that the last to be 
called to the sick bed was the doctor? 
Was -the Jury going to make that poor, 
deluded individual a victim of a sys­
tem which prevails in every part'of 
Newfoundland. Nolan knew the doc­
tor weald not come because be 
couldn’t pay hie. He hadn't a cent. 
He knew nothing of Poor Relief. 
When arraigned in court he had no 
counsel, because he couldn’t pay for 
one, and he wae going to send Belle 
to the hospital but he found it cost 
money and he had none. He knew, well 
the doctor at Aroadale wouldn’t come. 
He might have tried him, but Judge 
him according to his standards. If he 

I killed the child it was a blunder. Who 
1 had gained by Belle’s death? Had 

Nolan? Why did he kill her? Why did 
he want to get clear of her? Could 
they give a .reason for his ill — - 
one and not tie other two?
ABE YOU GOING TO HANG THAT 

- MAN!
pity him.” spid coun­

sel. ”1 have done my beet and I ask
.- '

main charge against. No>an, said apun- 
sel, was that he saw thé child disband 
he would not call in a doctor. He ad­
mitted that Mary and Gregory ’ told 
lies and were in the habit of steal­
ing, but the greatest liar on earth 
could not concoct such a story. If 
these children had concocted ,-titis 
story they were able to Write a book. 
They could not make it up and stick 
to it in spite of cross examination. tTo 
make up the story they must have ar­
ranged to tell- it and having done so 
they must have had it indelibly im­
pressed on their memories to stick, to 
It, They had had no opportunity to

make-up the story, and in any case if 
their father wgs such a kind, consid­
erate parent, what would cauSe them 
to concoct such a tale.
WOULD SHE RUN IF NOT THREAT- 

ÈNED.
When they stuck to such a detailed 

story, thpy must be believed. His learn­
ed friend had said, that the child had 
died of her own act It was not na­
tural for the child to run half a mile 
from home as soon as her father came 
out of the woods and go through all 
that suffering, unless she was frigh­
tened. No child would' do that with­
out good cause. Could Nolan then be 
believed when' he said he never beat 
Iher? Counsel then showed in what 
Ways the children’s evidence had 
been corroborated. He also said that 
Nolan couldn’t afford to let Belle run 
away ati refuse to go after her but 
he coulM’t be the good,' kind father 
he was said to he, if he put her down 
and drove her home. At this juncture 
recess was taken until 7.30 p.m.
IS NOLAN PREPARED TO LIE TO 

SAVE HIMSELF.
After recess counsel for the pros­

ecution continued his address to the 
jury. He dwelt ât length upon the way 
the prisoner had treated Belle the day 
she ran away. Nolan, he said, declares 
he didn’t kick her over the scrape, 
yet when she dallied he hit her and 
he admitted kicking snow after her. 
Was he telling the truth? Would a 
man pho drove his child ahead of him 
in the condition she was refrain from 
kicking her down? Or, is it more prob­
able that the two boys vfere right and 
that Nolan is once more prepared to 
lie to save himself? Nolan said he did 
not scold or beat the' child, which is 
more likely? That the "boy made up the 
story of the beating or that Nolan 
sent the child after giving him all 
that trouble, into the house without 
a scolding or beating?

Counsel then dwelt at length on the 
evidence. It was easier, he said, for 
the man to make up a story and stick 
to it than two children who hid only 
been three days together. He said that 
the fact that the Molloy’s wouldn’t let 
Patsy come for the defence was a 
proof that he and his family were pre­
judiced in Nolan’s favour.

HIS CONSCIENCE PRICKS HIM.
Why, asked counsel, should Mary 

have given hot water to Belle unless 
she was petrified through being up all j 
night In a wet dress. If that story Is 
concocted It is a great piece of work. 
When Nolan came '"back from the 
woods he made up Ms mind that the 
child’s feet were froStbittgn. His con­
science pricked - him. He started In to 
try and undo what he had done. He 
did his best. Counsel then touched on 
the matter of the doctor. /

Nolan, he said, concocted his de­
fence under examination, "when he 
went in- the box. It he couldn’t pay a 
doctor he should have told that the 
first day he went In the box. Even 
when the child was dying Nolan made 
no movement to get help. He didn’t
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'Are degenerate and William John 
Nolan is the biggest degenerate of all. 
. > I have nine reasons to p/ut to 
you to show he would neglect his 
children."

PROOF OF NEGLECT. .
The first reason, said counsel, was 

that It Nolan had been a good father 
he would have seen to -the spiritual 
welfare of his children.

2nd—He would not have made all 
three sleep with him in the one ied.

8rd—He would not have allowed 
Mary to remain for a week In Hr. 
Main without troubling tp find out 
whire she was.

4th—The fact that he tied Belle’s 
hands and kept her out of bed when

•go to Mrs. Sceviour to save his child’s she said she was going to run away, 
life but he did to save his own life. It It would have- been easier to Frit a 
he had had as much consideration for 
the child he might not be where he is 
now. “I say,” said counsel, “that Nolan 
hie convicted himself whether lying 
or not” "The children," he continued,

lock on one door in thé house.'
6th—This man with such a good 

temper was so exasperated once that 
he flung half a gallon of water over 
Mary. ..............................

■ !
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conspicuous 
nose pores
grow larger if neglected

ThE pores of your face are net as fine as those on other 
parts of year body. v>

On the nose, especialfy, there are more fat glands, and- there 
is more, activity of the pores. If these pores are not properly 
stimulated and cleansed, they clog up and become enlarged.
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treatment: #
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rr it with Woodbury’s Facial Soap, then hold it 

to your face.
When the heat has expanded the pores, rub . in 
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Repeat this hot water and lather application 

several times, stopping at once if your nose feels 
sensitive.

Finish by rubbing the nose for 30 seconds with a 
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6th—He drove Belle home before 
him in the snow.

8th—Absolute neglect . when she 
was sick in not calling in the doctor.

8th—Letting her. go put of this .life
without providing for her spiritual

— '■ •

For all these reasons, said counsel, 
the accused is a man Who would, 
neglect his children.

Speaking- of the evidence for,- jtbe 
defence, counsel said that Mrs. Cant­
well and Mrs. Sceviour said that No­
lan was a good man and a good 
neighbor, so glibly as to detract from 
the truth of their statements. When 
Mary spoke about making enough, lies 
to hang her father, ether words must 
also have been said, and it is possible 
Mike Mason and the ' Cantwells- per­
jured themseTvps by not telling the 
whole story. ‘
NOLAN RESPONSIBLE FOR DEATH

Belle ran away because she was 
frightened on account of her father’s 
threat, arid fi-om the moment she left 
home Nolan was responsible for her; 
As regards the ; motive, the Crown 
would not allege that Nolan started 
out with the deliberate intention of 
killing the child, but -knowing her to 
be what she was he thought it better 
to let her die. 1

poimsel referred to the sufferin 
of Nolan, but he said that the jur; 
must also remember the ten days 
pain and suffering of the littld girl 
now beyond all pain arid for whosi 
suffering the Crown said WUliant 
John Nolan was responsible.

In conclusion, counsel said: "ft 
have tried to do 'my best in conduct-, 
ing this case to put the facts beforïÊ 
you without being vindictive to«r 
wards the prisoner, but whatever 
your verdict, if I have made It égal­
er for the little girl Who died, my e^ 
forts have not been unsuccessful.” £

THE SUMMING UP.
At 9,50 the Chief Justice began hi# 

Charge to the jury. He said it only 
remained for him to sum up, and so 
far as he thought it necessary to give 
his own opinion on what hé thought 
necessary. That opinion was sub­
ject to their own authority. They 
must focus their attention on the 
charge alleged in the indictment', and 
they must exclude all impressions 
brought into the oox with, them, and 
also the things mentioned there 
which Vere not relevant to that 
charge. Amongst other things his 
Lordship said that the jury was riot 
concerned with what happened in thq 
Court House at Hr. Main. Nor were 
they concerned with the fact that 
some clothing was taken from Mount 
Cashel. A witness, said his Lordship, 
might not be put upon his trial. The 
case was a very sickening one and It 
was sustained by-the evidence of the 
accused’s oWn children. It' had been 
said that they were perjurers and that 
their story was pure fiction and 
that they, were deliberately swearing 
away thriir father’s life, they could 
picture this little girl, undersized and 
deformed! "‘He was not defending 

did :

with a made-up case. In the main 
they told a consistent story. In all 
the main, essential points that story 
was corroborated by other witnesses 
and very largely by the prisoner him­
self. Hewished to direct^ attention 
to the charge. Ip a charge of mur­
der, the b'rius is on the acciiried to 
show there was no intention. Was 
this man guilty of wilful taking of 
lif*. or was he guilty of manslaugh­
ter. There were certain, facts to be 
dealt with in both cases. First, what 
was the cause of death? On that point 
there was little dispute. Both doc­
tors agreed that the examination of 
the internal organs showed nothing 
was wrong with the child. In the or­
dinary course of nature, the child 
would not have died but for the pois­
on from the frozen feet. If medical 
atteridance had heed called in time, 
said.Dr. Tait, she woriild have re­
covered. Dr. Fallcm said it was 
highly probable that she. would. The 
Crown’s case against.the accused Was 
two-fold. First, as a father, it was 
his duty to have given medical care 
to his child, and next, that by a 
series of cruel acts he contributed to 
the child’s death, On that point the 
doctors say that the effect of the 
heatings, if they occurred, would 
have weakened1 " the child’s resist­
ance. . But the Attorney General had 
said thht not only was there neglect 
■after the frostbite but that the ac­
cused was the cause of the original 
trouBle; that Belle ran away by fear 
of a’fhreat.of punishment on the part 
of her father. The elder girl seems 
to be'to some extent deficient, but 
Gregory, whatever-else he Is, is a 
■bright, intelligent boy. His story 
must have carried conviction to their 
minds as a truthful tale. His Lord- 
ship then discussed some of the evi­
dence. If, he said, the father’s 
threat had forced Belle out into the 
snow, it was not her voluntary act 
■that caused the frost bite. He must 
take all the consequences of his act 
if his threat drove her out. There is 
a right.of a parent to correct his 
children, but if the correction ex­
ceeds the bounds of moderation, and 
death occurs',- it is manslaughter.

His Lordship^then explained the 
law applicable to the case, and con­
cluded by saying: “You must con­
sider whether the killing here is in­
tentional, whether it Is pot blame-/ 
able, ar not culpable, whether the 
accused is not biameable for the 
death of that girl either from- his 
-acts of cruelty or from his neglect to 
-call a doctor. If you find that there 
was no intention on his part, you 
will consider the second charge that 
I have put to ypu; if you find there 
was na intention on his part, that his 
conduct was not blameable, then and 
only then would you he justified un­
der the indictment to find him Not 
Guilty.
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