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LN a s AN AAREANS

By Courier Leased Wire

London, May 15.— Tae
x\.lanchoster Giardian says
that the peace offer made
to France laxt vear by
Austria, revealed recently
in the letters writien by
E‘mperor Charles to Priace
_S:xt-)s will form the sub-
Jf?(". ol a debate of tie
highest importance in tha
House of Commons to-
morrow.
- ~

Since the publicacign of
the Empero:’s letters the
anestion hus been  raised
whether the Austrian offer
should not have received
grerter atenticn and ag es-
peciallv whether Great Bri-
tain should nct been con-
sulted, r

STILL HOPE
EXEMPTIONS
MAYBEMADE

Farmers Leave Committee
at Ottawa to Keep Their
- Case Alive

_ Ottawa. May 15 —Having _ beca
informed by Hen. A. L. Sifton,. min-
ister of oustoms at the House of
Commons, last--night, that the gov-
ernment had said its final word on
the question of conscription of
farmers’. sons and that it did nct
desire to near them further, the two
thnusang odd delegates .returned to
the Arenz Rink where they . wcre
addressed by Arthur Hawkes of To-
ronto. . Afterweards they adopted 4
resolution. which was  contained In
the petition they were to preseit to
the House if they had been given an
oppertinity to the effect that thay
aisapproved of government by or-
der-in-ecouncil -and- were stromg for
the more demoeratic form.

While a few of the farmers ex-
pressed disapproval of the renly
ziven them by Sir Rcbert Borden,
the maijority téok the turn down iu
good c<pirit, a number of them ex-
pressing the view that it was up tc
them to go-home and ‘““do their bit”
by providing the maximum crops
their farms would yield.

Peter. McArthur, the author-farm-
er of .Ontario, stated that *he gov-
ernmernt’s reply must be accepted 23
final antl that (he agriculturists, no
matter how disappointed they may
feel, should make every effort to
produce hanner crops, sc that it
would ot be satd of them that they
had desérted the boys :n Canada’s
“front ‘line”’ in France.

The inaectivity of the government
with regard to the recommendations
of Hon: Charles Dunning, - director
of production, was ccademned, &
resolution ‘being carried deprecating
the fact that Mr Dunning’s recein-
mendations for ‘freé tractors, * farm
implements, the fixing of a maxi-
mum price tor wheat and -the.organs
ization .of eity laber for Wwork om
the farms had .not been acted upou
The resolution was moved and sec-
onded by J. N. Kervnighan and H.
Lamb, both of Goderich.

G. W. Gurney, ot Paris, J
Kernighan of Goderich and 'J.
Morrison, Torontiu, were ap901n!»*3!1
the nucleus of a committee Which
will continue to endeavour to place
Lefore thc government the demu‘n'i'-‘f
of 'the farmers ~An’ active ~‘‘lobby
will be carried on.

WEATHER BULLETIN
e Toronto, May

whAT TiE Guvment) 15. —  Showers
OULHT 19,0315, have »oceurred
;ﬁ;‘i“:?.?";:"f"f at a few placés
s " in the Western
../ L Provinces, chief-
y ly near Edmon-
_{stony ;-where a %
of an' inch’ of .
rain has fallen.
Rain is now
. falling over
Lake ‘Superior.
Forecasts.
= Moderate to
| *7 » | fresh east to
I\ /J”_“Jl"f’._ south winds,
tine. Thursday—Some local show-
ers, but partly fair with rising ten-
perature. AR Gk
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ible, Because of its Many Constituent

Nationalties; “Independence” Merely|
Camouflage For German Sovereign-
ty Over Central Europe &t

By Courier Leased Wi-l;.

__ LONDON, May 15. — At the meeting of Emperor
William and Emperor Charles, The Daily Chronicle says,]|
apparently a step was taken toward formally defining and)..
relations of the dual mon-}
archy toward the German Empire. e

“An independent Austria-Hungary,” the newspaper

recognizing the subservient

adds, “is impossible, chiefly
stituent nationalities wants i
Magyar dominant minoritia
do not want an independent
dependent on Germany, whi
their unnatural positen.

“On the other hand the Czechs-Slovaks and Jugo-.“
Slavs do not want a dual monarchy in any form, indgpen-
dent or otherwise. They want independent Czech-S
and Jugo-Slav states. Between ' the two-sehools an
tempt by Emperor Charles to re-assert the:independence|’
t(t; ﬁiﬂﬂ lr(liopelessly.' Furtive .
) of a kind of peace he would
like to make have the same gigni . ot s
_ _ to s;;milar offers made from
NOT ALL'SATISFIED |

25 Cndrter LEdScd Wire, o ieetis e

of the Hapsburgs is doomed
offers from him to the Allies

2 4o

-

anwhile we-
AustriacHungary

because not oné of its con-
t. The Austro-German and
ruling over Slav majorities’
monarehy, but a monarchy:
ch can help them maintain,

va.
: at_

ficance as would belong
unich and Dresden.
realize that all atte

Fos

poyer .are . pro-

& w ,‘- : ;‘ a sepa
foundly  deceptive. ‘Austro-Himgarian independence” is|

a phrase which has only one value, namely, camouflage for

German sovereignty over Central Europe.”

JUGO-SLAV MOVEMENT |

3

CAUSES PERTURBATION

By Courier Leased Wire

London, May 15.—The Jugo-Slav
movement and its growing political
activity has perturbed greatly the
bureaucrats in Vienna, according to
information received in Serbian
vuarters here. The Austrian auto-
erats as a result are doing every-
thing possible to “‘sow discord in-th .
ranks of the Jugo-Slavs.” :

For this purpose a new political ]
group has been formed in Bosnia
under the leadership of Dr. Pilar,
an exponent of Austrian imperizl-
ism. ‘The aims of this new politi-
cal group are the formation of &
Croatian state within the borders nf
the Austrian Empire, an idea quite
irreconcilable with the ideals of the
Croatian, Slovenian and Serbian
peoples, whose only desire is to ke
united in a free and independent
Jugo-Slav state., :

Witk reference to this new intri-
gue of the Austrian Governimment

and its failure, The (Gilasichoda of[%atisfaction in Austria,

Agram, save: o ]
“Dr. Pilar invited some thirty-
eight of his supporters tvo a meet-

ing to discuss matters in connecticn | Adds,

with the formation of a new politi-|
but to his great disap-|‘Austrian’ industry. after

cal party,
pointment even those men w'u_nn
ke thought would #hare his opin-
jons, condertned his action bittehly.

calling his - leadershin anad

Pilar was shortly
abandoning the

conduc!
unpatriotic. Dr.
reproached for
town of Rieka-
Fiume to the Magyars and for-‘ig-
noring the Slovenians ard their in-
terests, 4 3!
“Gd away from us. Your place
is not amopg us »1d we do not want
to have the Russians and Magyars
as overlords imn our state,’ they
declared.” .
Socialists Angered . ge
“T.ondon. -May 15.—~Germ=n -and
Austrian Liberal and Socialist néws-
papers, savs an Excharge Telegraph
despatch from Copenhagen, are @is-

treacherous and

a

liaments. : ’
The convention, The Vorgaerts of
Berlin savs, will not cause  much
: where 'the
Germans arc¢ very unpopuylar mnnq
ta ine “pan-German - agitation. “*A
majm'_%ar of the Austrian people, it
ill i consider’ that. jthe con-
vention will put a fatalveffect on
the war,
arise . for

when the fecessity will 1
foreign

getting large loans from

countries.

———

AUSTRIAN PROVINCES -
DEVASTATED BY WAR

Bosnia and Herzegovina in Terrible Distress—Galicia

[

and Bukowina Suf fer in-Even Worse’
Mea sure.

London, May 15..—A graphic p?c-
ture of the terrible economic dis-
tress prevailing in Bosnia: anfl Her-
zegovina, is published by 'theé news-
paper Glasloboda of  Agram, Aus-
The paper declares that only

e 4 trian Em-
two provinces in tke Aus
pive have suffered. more terribly
from the war than Bosnia and Her-
zegovina. J .

Those two provinces, it says, m.o,:
@alicia- and Bukowina, which were
the cockpits of great cqnfllcts })e-
tween the . Austriar and Russian

armies. Nevertheless the si.tuatmr.;
in Bosnia ‘and Herzegoyina fs hor-
rible. * '

-Bntire districts of Pmteyn Bosnia
and the whole of the easiern part
of “Herzagovina are .to-day aepopu-

iated and davastated regions, which
look as’'if a terrible

struction. A great number of in-
habitants were ‘deportetl and Tave
since died in internment

cred by Austrian soldiers. In othef

districts the population is dying of},

starvation.

Ag¢ a result of such
misery, the deaths exceeded the
births hy five thousand in . 1915,
and by.23,711 in 1916. The.rumber
does not intlude dead found on
battlefields. All the liye stock has
been desiroyed and consumed by the
army. In- eonsequence ‘it - is -im-
possible to- till the ground = which
was formerly exhaustively with
oxen. :

econorn:'c

lﬁrkeW» Dange

{in the’

By Courier Leased Wire
London, May -15.-—The
Government,  according -to
the Daily News, pgrtly as a
result of representations by
the Allies, particularly the
“United States dnd Italy, has
decided” to establish - a
* board “to: co-relate: sapplies
of every kind needed by the
Allies, ineluding food, mu-
nitions, raw . material ' for
manufacturers, oils and tim-
ber.-The policy emboided.in
the decision is for a united
control of. Allied resourges
on the same 'plan as’ the
united control of the armies
on the western front,

NORTH SEA -

-

] ¢ _ I Mother’s Day on May 12.

‘N Y'M.C.A. officers, who were promin-

‘ra!lt in  the mevement, tell me that

" {unprecedented demands were mada

ufion iheir special stationery. which
pl

' ; ‘ gl f ‘

w Danger' Zone Created

.- as Deferise Agajnst

it

FBY. Courier T.eascd ' Wi
Loondon; May

Admitalty réstudé

" British

navigation

shipping.yin *thatiarea -mwst ‘comply
with styingent regulations or -igtiore
them at their own peril.- b

and l!icotlnnd and any vessel findirg
itself there half ‘anchour after sun-
‘set“must anchor inaccordance with
the Admiralty’s direction. The re-
Eulations include strict rufbs affeei-
ifig, all except warships enterine and
leaving the poris of
Scotland. as well as the Orkuey amt
Shetland Islands. 3

have been over-estimated in ‘extént
in, earlier reports. is now said to
cover approximately 22,090 square
miles. i
Many detzils obviously cannot he
divufged and svme of those printed
appear to: e hased ‘on assumptiens
by nen-olficial experts, but it ig gen-
erally accepted that the barrisr is
designed . to fence in as far. as poss-
:ble " Uthoats -and other ‘encmypcraft

g, in the same manner as theé

typhoon . had |,
visited them with its. devilish ~de-|:

c'a'mps, %
Those who remained were ‘massa-|.

rrier acrosg. the Straits of Dover
lreddy effectively blocks their ae<
g¥sito the charnel. - It is remarked
‘that if the barrier is to exclude sitb-

arines, the mines must have beenj!
id at an. unusual depth te covery
e limit of the average submarirs’s]

vlng; capacity. . Y

‘leaves! a’igap on each, side~on the
east 6ecm'\qc
of Norway,muet be respected. and
on the west . to prezerve. & passag:
for shipping dnd; to..allow freedom
of action ferithe ziand fleet.,

But notwithstandiag ‘such - Hmit-
Lations confidence. is expressed: that
the new measures.  combined with
the recent-eperations at Zeesbrugge
and Ostend; -must greatly handicap
the movements of the U-boats and
further discourage the ‘hopes that
Germans’ have ;placad in the sub-
marine campaign.

CAUCASUS

. erniment.
Germsny, has - B
Caucasus -Government. send its
delegates to Batoum. -

London, May 15.—The Aus-
trian and German emperors at
their mned&g;at ‘German head- -

uarters, riman .  newspapers
o J g to an Exchange

say, according xcl
Telegraph despatch from Copen- -
hagen, ‘selected monarchs  for
Lithonia (Lithuania), - Cour-
Jand, Esthonia and Polnnq.

YI'pondent of the Canadian Press)—-
Jlinmmering the

ftinué active. i

the manyv units have succeeded dur-
tinuous -months of strain.
time the graat battle may make an
troops,  but wnfil that time, Canada
at home, should not woiry unduly
over -its -men in ‘France. ’

Jthe eorps has heen eobservation of

was at ;
men in their ¢anteens <o that moths

After dark mo ship will be allow«|’
ed 'within the prescribed area, which |2
lies ;hetween the ceasts of Norway'

northeastern’

'The vast. barrier, which seemsg to

i~ ¢h> northera end of the  North}®
satisfied greutly with the far-reachs}
ing decision thut has beent made at|}
German- great %ieadquarters, Teacl- E
ed without the sanction of the pat- |,

The forhidden areas, necéésar-ﬂy b of

4be- territorial waters|

¢ | chase price, was the solution of the

‘{off the City and , County. . Council.
‘| Board of Ern(le. Merchants’ g‘
iy Tragde; ’

| agyresult’
Gov-' ! oered by j
i'tthe -City' Council cn  Friday

“Canadian = army
‘My 15— (By W. A. Willison, corres-

While the Canadian guns continue
! enemy . day and
night, our patrols and outposts con-

The Canadian trcops have found
an opportunity during the luil, in
the battle for recreation and amuse-
ment. Despite the unseasonakble
weather, which has %een - unduly
cold and wet, officers:and men ‘of

ing recent days in securing some
measure of relcxation ‘from the cou-
At any

unprecedented demand on the

Amongst the peace activities of

Canadian

"This High and Hely Vision May Never Fade
: From Our Minds. ,

s
headquartcrs, sons.

One hundred and ,f‘”y thousand

man artiliery 1ire increased this

morning - near

Morlancourt,

south of Albert and in Flanders,

north of Kemmel, the
tice reports.

"Wan! Of- |

specially printed sheets of notze-
paper were placed in such establish-
menjs by the association. In addi-
tion twenty-five thousand special
cards bearing a message to mothers
were printed hy the YM.C.A and
given to the men to serd home. The
message which expr2sses the un-
alterable determinatiop of the scl-
diers of Canada to  prosecute the
war until victory is secured, reads
in part:

. “it is really you, our mothers and
our homes, for -whom we are fight-
ing. When the gifi of freedomi is
ours then we will' come home ani
lay it reverently ' at your feet, for it
will be hallowed by the bdlond of
many comrades. - Then we shall de-
vote our lives to service 'im our
conntry. in “the upbuilding of happy
homes ard. noble citizenship. Pray
for ve that this high and holy vision
may never fade from our minds &nd
that we may be given courage and
patience to finish our task. What
u glorious home-\coming there will
be. Till"then we remain where we

aced at the disposal of the

ers at home might hear from their

are, fighting fcr our: mothers and
homes,” o

3

BE

Byi';(:ourler Leased Wire -

London, May 15.—The Admiralty
has issued a circular informing the
workmen at the Royal dockyards
and other naval establishments, says.
A ges?tch,to The Times from Poris-
mouth," that the Admiralty has de-
clggz to appoint committees of work-
ers to.deal with questions relating
td’ their welfare and conditions of
service. :

" The cgmmittees, it is added, will be
elected by ballot by the workets and
will be empowered to submit their
decisions to the ofificers of the de-
partments concerned with the right
of appeal,”if necessarv to a special
L committéé elected by the other com-
mittees.” ‘Any: question- that cannot
be smettled locally can be submitted

to the Admigalty. ~ .
‘Commentihg on the announce-
ment, The Times naval expét says
the workexs. will 'bé enabled- to Have
a voice in ghe conditions of and pay

Joint Gatherin
- Roomis Last
. Likely to be.L

Paris  roads, with the city of Bramit-
ford paying one-third of the pur-

toll roads question :most generally
favored last night at the.conferemce

chants lub.

aitd Labor Council, held
dd'the Bogrd ot Trade rooms, and as
?le“matte: "will’ be ‘consid-

'{he - Fivance Committee,

and laid before the Council on' .

day next. While the opinions . of
those present were not unanimous,
some declaring the present time in-
opportune, in' view of financial ¢

ditions, and others holding forth for
the purchase of . one .road . only; a
majority favored the taking over of
both highways. and the abolition of
toll roads in Braant County. 2
The chair was taken at 8.30 by

i cht

SHIP WORKERS' WELFARE
INVESTIGATED|

e

‘for their work. He adds that it is

an earnest of the Government’s de-

gire’ to create good will and™a better

understanding between . the em-

ployers -and workers everywhere.
Clyde Sets New Recora.

London, May 15.—THe 'Clyde has
beaten the London riveting _x:e;%rd.
according to 'The Daily ail.
Thomas Devine, a former soldier at
the Dalmuir yards of William Beara-
mote and Company, ' has driven
4,422 rivets in the side of a ship in
nine hours.

The London record made last.
week by Walter Furrant, was 4,276
rivets in a tank in the same time.

Devine's record was made after
Col. W. A’ Faber, member of Parlia-
ment-for the West division of Hamp-~
shire, had offered in' a letter to The
Daily Mail, twenty-five pounds ster-
ling to the' first  riveter in the
United Kingdom:.to _beat Farrant’s
figures. :

Taking Over of Both Cockshutt andj:
Paris Highways Was Favored by a|x%

in Board of Trade
Purchase Price

Purchase of the Cockshutt and the’s‘égr"d of Trade. 'Mr. Waterous

lexplained that the meeting had been.
called at the instance of the County
Council, in order to ascertain wheth-
er-more, satisfactory progress could
not_ he inade toward an agreement
on the purchase of the two toll roads.
:; ‘Brant County. :
_An_immediate detision, oné way
or the other, must be 'reached re-
g the Paris road, owing to its
condition, Debentures would

3
5

|now be accepted by the owners in

payment of ‘the city’s share of the
purchase price. | % - \‘

. ““The time has now come,” he
declared, ‘‘when" Brant County -
should do away with its toll roads.”

Jas. A. Scace,

Deputy-Reeve or” Brantford Town-
ship, explained that the purchase of
the Cockshutt reoad had first bee:x
urged on. by the City Council last
year, by residents «of the district

Mr. Logan Waterous, ex-president of-

’

through which the highway passed.

Y
\

The statement follows: P
“A raid attempted by thé "
enemy last might north of Leus '
was repulsed. = We carried .
another successful raid north--
east of Robecq (KFlanders). The
hostile artillery was active ‘dtir- "
ing the night in the valley of - .
the Somme and Ancre, north of |
Bethune, and in the Forest of
Nieppe sector. : SCE S
“This morning the eneémy’s ' -
artillery  activity ' increased | .
southwest . of Morlancourt and '
north of Kemmel.™ R,
Situation in Review. J
In Flanders and Picardy thers dr
still no indications  that ' the G!t
mang are ready to resume  infantry
operations on a lafge scale. . Logal

.enemy attacks probabiy for the piir-

pose of feeling out the Allied poki-
tions in advance of -'a hig ® 3
have been repulsed north of - Kein-
mel and south:of Albert. . .. - . .

On. the southern . battletield tie
Gernian effort was made on a front
of one mile near WMorlaneourt, be-
tween the Somme and Almi"‘lnr'q.
but was not pushed strongly.: The
enemy gained an'iuitil]?ﬁeehﬁ; dnd
penetrated the British lines. at one
point, being repulsed clsewhere: A
counter-attack by Australian:.
fully restored the British.pési ,
The attagck nerth of @ Kemimel was
against the French on Hil No. 44
and adjoining elements. . The Ger-

¥ i

infantry activity and while:the at-
tacks north of Kemmel.and south of
Albert apparently weve not.in great
strength, they were made against the
vital sectors of two German-driven
+salients and where the enemy, piob-
ably will launch his next hedvy at-
tempt. or attempts. It is-not u e-
ly the attacks were made to aséér-
tain' the result of German artillery
fire ‘which continues exceedingly
violent along these sectors -and
which the War Office to-day reporis
increased this morning., ;
Considerable activity is reported
to. be going on behind the Gertilan'
lines in the region of Montdidier.
French batteries have  brokea up
German troop concentrations :and
convoys around Montidier as well:as
near Noyon. S g b
: Inﬂtl;g Italian thea:;; the artil-
ery firing.s more lively, especially
in, the. Trentino and on the. ﬁ.‘in]:
tain front from'’ I\ankeqéalfdl, to. the
Piave. Italian troons on Mont Corno

‘have repulsed further m,l%mn. at-
;ez;u;‘tg 1o regain the gummit of the
eight,. " it £ S
s Much interest is displayed ‘in Al-
ied capitals as to the meeting b
tween the German gga:um»:-e?::
peror and their diplomatic and milf-
tar{hasgms ;nd-as A
tru ehind the appare . pur-
posely vague oificial ?:tlm.ﬁ»ﬁl
its. result. That a more ., '
liance between the two cou;

believed Austria-Hungary, -

| | forced to make up for ' her. del
| dencies ae an ally of Germany, by
getting deeper into thie power of ths

.strongar nation. B A

Developments in the near. uture,
it is felt, probably will show !&ﬂhor
Emperor Charles has been gompélled
to renew the qftend&‘ galnst Italy

- The emperors, according to
man_newspapers, picked out ¥
for Poland, the -occupied D
Northern Russia, includi

and Esthonia.. The

appointed to reign over

der states are not

The County Council fa
project, and

eounty, and last y
hiad' heen in. agre
tother  bod
. In proportion to
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