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FRENCH HIGH COMMAND APPEAR TO REGARD SITUATION AT VERDUN AS SATISFACTORY

Sir Roger

‘Casement

on Trial for His Life Charged With High Treason

SR ROGER CASEMENT WENT ON

TRIAL TO-DAY

ON CHARGE OF HIGH TREASON IN STIRRING UP
THE SEIN FEINERS TO REBELLION IN' IRELAND

Pleads “Not Guilty’ After Which the Attorney General,
Sir Frederick Smith, Outlined the Case For the Prose-
cution, Admitting Sir Roger’s Past Services For the
Empire but Declaring the Irish Rebellion Was a “ Cyn.-
ical and Criminal Conspiracy’.

By Special Wire to the Courier.

London, June 26 — Sir Roger
Casement, chief conspirator in the
Sinn Fein revolt in Ireland;, was
rcheduled to be placed on trial for
his life on a charge of high treason
in the High Court of Justice to-day.

Up to the very moment of the op-
ening of the trial no ‘indication was
given by 'his counsel as to what
would be the nature of the accused
man’s defence.

Francis R. Doyle of Philadelphia,
who has been retained-by Casement’s
family, has refused to say anything
teyond denying a report that his cli-
ent would throw himself on the
mercy of the government,

* London, June 26.—At 10 o’elock

this morning a elerk in the court of
the Lord Chief Justice called out

“The King versus Sir Roger Case- |

ment,” and the trial of the knight,

who is accused of having instigated

the Irish rebellion, was under way.
Women in a Balcony

The little court room of the Lord

Chief Justice is about the size of t}}:‘%w ad

room of the SunpersdsCeurisin-Was
ington. Like most courts, its ventil-
ation ahd accoustics are both defec-
tive. The judges’ bench runs along
one side with the high iron railed
doeks and the jurors’ box flanking
it on the right and left. The laWwyers
sit at tables in the wall, back of
which is a dozen rows of benches,
which to-day were filled with barris-
ters in white wigs and black gowns,
and with a large number of newspa-
per reporters. Above is a small gal-
lery filled with spectators. Over the
dock, in a small balcony, were half
a dozen women, including the wife
of the chief justice.
Three Judges
. Viscount Keaaing, the lord chief
justice, and Justices Avory and Hor-
ridge, in bright scarlet robes and
powered “wigs, took their seats, the
case was called and Sir Rodger Case-
ment was brought in by a policeman
to answer to the charge of high trea-
son. The prisoner was pale. His
black hair and beard were neatly
trimmed, and he wore a black cut-
away and a black tie, with a white
band in his waistcoat collar. -
Bowed to the Judge

Sir Roger bowed to the justices
and the. chief justice returned the
salutaion wih equal. formality. The
prisoner stood leaning on the iron
railing with folded arms, while the
clerk read the long indictment.

Could Not be Heard

The indictment followed in legal
points that returned against Colonel
Arthur Lynch, who fought against
the British in the Boer war. When
asked if he was guilty or not guilty
Sir Roger bowed and murmured
something which was inaudible. His
chief counsel, Alexander Sullivan of
Dublin, arose quickly, and argued
ihat the indictment set forth was
‘no offense known to the law.” and
that none of the acts specified was

alleged to have taken place in any
| territory over which the King has
| any jurisdiction. After consultation,
|the court ruled that any exceptions
to the indietment in a case of such
importance could be taken after the
hearing without prejudice to the
| prisoner.
| “Not Guilty.”
{  Then Sir Roger made a formal
i plea of not guilty, speaking in firm
| tones. Jurors from the panel were
i called forward. The prisoner’s coun-
! sel objected to the first, who wore on
his coat sleeve the khaki band of
| men attasted for -the army and wait-
ling to be called up.
| Jury Completed Quickly
| Several peremptory challenges
J;were made by both sides. One man
{ eliminated by the crown was named
‘John Secanlan. Another talesman
with a khaki band was excused be-
cause he had been called to the army
for July 8. After eleven jurers had
been seated in box there was greatl
difficulty in finding the tyelfth. The
defense challefiged ‘‘for cause” for
in suceession. At
o'clock the §ury was com-
pleted. Each juror took the oath
. separately ‘‘to true deliverance make
| petween our sovereign lord the King
{and the prisoner at the bar.”
i A Jew on the Jury
Toe jury is composed of middle-
laged men, apparently of the small
merchant and clerk ~class. Samuel
Saunders, being a Jew, took
oath with his hat on, but had to re-
peat it because he held the testament
in his left hand, instead of the right.
The jury was sworn three quarters
of an hour after the court sat.
The Opening Address

The court was cleared of talesmen
and the attorney-general, Sir Fred-
erick Smith, made the opening ad-
dress for the government. He dwelt
on the gravity of high treason and
sdaid the jury would have to decide
whether there were any extenuating
circumstances or whether the offense
was an aggravated one “against the
sovereign he formerly served and the
country against which he struck.”

Sinister Activities

Reviewing the public career of Sir
Roger, the attorney-general said he
was “‘an able, cultivated man, not as
others had been a lifelong rebel ag-
ainst England and that for which she
stands.” It would not be necessary
to refer to Sir Roger’s pension,
which had been earned honestly, the
attorney-general continued, gxcept
for the sinister activities the prisoner
thought compatible with the receipt
of a pension from this country.

‘Was Good Public Servant.

The attorney-general paid a tni_)«
ute to the public gervices _of Sir
Roger and read a letter which he
wrote in 1911 fo Foreign Secretary
Crey thanking him for being knight-
ed. The letter, said the attorney-gen-
eval was that of a mature man, writ-
ten almost in the terms of a court-
jer. What had happened to corrupt
the mind of Sir Roger between that

14 Lady: “Run cut to the ma
iminutive War Woerker: "l a

n in the cart apd get change.”
m the man in the cart!” y

-London Opinion. .

the |

t'me and 1914, when he became a
friend of Germany and an enemy of
England in her hour of need the at-
torney-general could not say. Sir
Roger’s last demand for a pension
was made in 1914.

A Background of Green.

While the the attorney-general was
reviewing Sir Roger’s career the pris-
oner sat with his head on his hand.
A dark green curtain hanging over
the door behind the dock made an ef-
teetive background. After reciting-Sir.
hoger’s efforts to organize.an Irish
brigade, among Irish. prisoners -in
Germany, - Sir: Frederick said .

*1 pause deliberately to say thai
if there is any explanation of Sir
Roger Casement’s original journey
{o Germany which can be justified or
1econciled with his professed allegi-
ance I hope his counsel will present
| S

Cruel and Cymical Conspiracy.

Sir Fredirck turned from the story
of Sir Roger’s activities in Germany
to the landing of the expedition in

Ireland, saying:

_.“'We must now.pass.to the unhappy.
country-which lras been the scene of’
so many ¢ruel and cynical conspir-
acies, bit nevér of ome more cruel
and cynical than this.”

The attorney-general concluded his
presentation of the case with these
words:

“I hope I have outlined the facts
v:ithout heat and without feeling.
Neither in my place would be pro-
per. The prisoner has played a des-
perate game. Now he is called upon
to pay the hazard.”

Two government officials testified
to Sir Roger’s record in the consular
service and his receipt of a pension
of £421 on retirement.

His German Propaganda.
Private John Cronin of the Mun-

U'ster Fusiliers described Sir Roger’s

attempts to maxe enlistments from
Irish prisoners in Germany. Sergt.
Alexander Sullivan, cross-examining
{he witness for Sir Roger, partly in-
dicated the line of defence.by elicit-
ing replies to the effect that Sir
Roger had told prisoners they were
{o fight for Ireland and would be tak-
en to Ireland if Germany won a sea
battle. The witness said he had seen
Sir Roger in Cork in 1913 ata meet-
ing for organizing the Irish volun-
teers.

Another Irish . soldier, Daniel
O’Brien, gave similar testimany.

CAPTURED PART
OF WOODS IN THE
VERDUN SECTOR

French Troops Retake Some
Ground Lost Previously
to Enemy.

gy Special Wire to the Courier.

" Paris, June 26—In a night attack
the Frencl captured part of a Ger-
man trench bétween Funiin and Che-
nois woods in the Verdun sector. A
German attack west of Thiaumont
was repulsed, according to an official
statement issued by the French War
Office to-day. A heavy artillery duel
is in progress west of the Meuse.

The text of the statement follows:

“In the Argonne an enemy attack
upon one of our small posts at La
Fille Morte was repulsed with hand
grenades.

“On the left bank of the Meuse
the artillery duel was ~particularly
lively in the region of Dead Man
Hill.

“On the right bank a German at-
tack delivered last night upon our
positions v.rest. of the Thiaumont
works was completely checked bY
cur infantry and artillery fire, Dur-
ing a local operation between the
woods of Fumin and Chenois we
seized some elements of the German
trenches. In other sections there
were artillery actions.

“On the rest of the front the night
wag calm.”
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and Apologizes, All Will
be Well.

MAY BE JOINT

CONGRESS SESSION|

Mediation Proposed by
South American States
Not Considered.

By Special Wire to the Courier.
Washington, June 26—General
Carranza .to-day had one more
chance to prevent an open break be-
tween the United States and Mexi-
co. Another note sent him yesterday
by Secretary.of State Lansing de-

.mands that 17 American prisoners

of the Carrizal battle, now held at
Chihuahua be released and that the
Mexican Government place ifgelf on
1ecord imm&@tﬂy concerning its
future intenﬁons.tewz,u'.d_ the Ameri-
Mexzxica,.

Ceneral Carrgnza had itted in a
note received by the State Depart-
ment, issuing an order. to General
Trevino to aftack American _forces

‘moving in any direction . except to-

v:ard the border. In ecarrying out
these orders the attack. at Carrizal
occurred. Consequently, the Ameri-

can Governmemnt now considers thej

dte fa;twesl‘ant w«i for the
attac g . him"a fimal oppor-
tumy»w&mn&gu~ :
President Wilgon arramged last
night for a pessible joimt session of
the House and Benate later this week
vhich he may address after the Car-
ranza reply is:meceived. Chairman
Stone of the Semate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee; Senator Lodge,
ranking Republican Member and
Chairman Flood, of the House Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs; conferred
for more than am hour with the Pres-

‘ident, and after their - eall, Senator

Stone said:
“We will never have peace down

|
[

as Uni eguli
‘fheir way to the bore

Russians are
Through the
Carpathians

Most Serious Blow Yet Re-
ceived by Austria.

By Special Wire to the Courier.

New York, June 26-—A news
Agency despatch received here
to-day from Petrograd says:

The Russians - have crossed
the Carpathian mountains: into
Transylvania, it is stated in an
official despatch received from
the headquarters of General
Brussiloff. ;

Austro-Hungarian forces de-
fending the Carpathian passes
were hurled back by the relent-
less sweep of the Russians and
are again in retreat.

The penetration of Transyl-
vania - (the plains of Hungary)
is the most serious blow yet re-
ceived by Austro-Hungary.

During their offensive in 1914-
1915 the Russians got only to
the mountain wall, but now are
in a position to menace Buda-.

pest.

there until we use force enough to
compel it.”
Mediation Not Considered

Mediation proposed by the Boliv-
jan ambassador and other , South
American’ diplomats was not being
considered seriously . by 7President:
Wilson. The subject was not even
mentioned at the conference last
night, Senator Stone said. The South
American diplomais are expected to
confer to-day with Secretary Lansing,
but it is- understood his attitude is
that the United States has nothing
to arbitrate, the Government’s only
purpose -being to defend its borders.

On Way to Bordey =

. Large forces of m_,,vsvﬁm

) o n )
days, army officers sald to-day, and
these will go on in steadily increas-
ing numbers as the week progresges.
By Friday or Saturday, the United
States will be in much better posi-
tion to strike, if it is decided this is
the only course open to solve the dis-
pute with Mexico.

A Chinese contractor is building
a cannery at Herrings Point, B.C.
Fruit and cigar stores may be ob-
liged to close on Sundays in Van-
couver.

Much Significance is
Attached in London to
‘Bombardment Saturday

The King Received Sir William Robertson Last Eveéning,
and Belief is Growing That Offensive
Coming Shortly.

By Special Wire to the Courier. -

» © __LONDON, June 25.—(New York Sun cable).—The ldtest
British and German communiques showing increased activity
on the British front are attracting attention here and receive
unusual prominence in the London morning papers, which also
publish conspicuously the fact that the King received Gerneral
Sir William Robertson, Chief of the Imperial General Staff, at
Buckingham Palace last (Sunday) evening. %

THE GERMAN STATEMENT

BERLIN, June 26.—(via London, 2.30 p.m.).—Fightin%ac-
tivity in the western theatre on the fronts occupied by the
ish and the north wing of the French army was important, and

rit-

has beeh so for the past two days, says the official statement
issued to-day by the German army headquarters.

The official statement says:

“Fighting activity in the west on the fronts occupied by
the British and the north wing of the French army was import-
ant, and has been for the past two cays.”

- VON BUELOW IS RETIRED. :
BERLIN, June 26.—(via London).—Field Marshal von
Buelow, who commanded the sécond and third German armiés
during the Marne advance, has been placed on the retired list.
He has been inactive for more than a year, owing to ill-heslth,
and is now approaching his seventy-first birthday. 2

—

Austrians in Retreat in
Trentino District Also

Ifalian Forces Vigorously Pursuing Enemy Falling
Back in a Sector 20 Miles in Extent.

By Special Wire to the Courier.

Rome, June 26.—9.45 a. m.—A general retreat of the Aus-
trians in the Trentino district, over a sector of about 20 miles, in
extent, is announced in an official statement issued by the Itallan

war office to-day.

The statement says that the Italians are press-

ing the pursuit vigorously. The-text of the statement follows:

“The enemy incapable of overcoming our defence and under the
energetic pressure which we have been conducting for several days,
has been forced to begin a retreat morth of the Mandrielle road. We

have recaptured the positions of Castelgamberto,
Longara, Galio, Asiago, Cesuna, and Monte Cenigo.

Melette, Mount
Qur advamce -

continues vigorously, closely at the heels of the enemy.

]
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A" SUBMARINE

Pressure on Verd

By Special Wire to the Courier.

Paris, June 26,—The Germans are
now three-quarters of a mile from
the French lines, immediately in
front of the fortress of Verdun, but
no operation has as yet been under-
taken elsewhere to relieve the pres-
sure on the citadel.

“The official statement issued by

. | the Freneh war office last night says:

“No important event beyond the
usual cannonade to record. on the
rest of the front.”

Only of Momentary Importance

This is taken to show that the
French command, viewing the situa-
ition as a strategic whole, looks on
the tactical success of the Germans
fon the right bank of the Meuse as
of but momentary significance. Ex-
hausted by the murderous fighting
of the past three days, the ememy
has been forced to pause for breath
lunder cover of the rain of ten and
twelve inch shells with which he has
pounded  the Erench. lines. % ¥,
: for" Further ‘Advance

around-Souville by the northeast
from Fleury. The French artillery,
however, gave their foe no rest.
From Froide Terre, Belleville, St.
Michel and Souville, the French guns
.continued a terrific fire on the Ger-
man lines and preparations wece
made to resist the impending on-
slaught and counter-attack at the
right moment.
On Both Banks.

There were indications last night
that the Germans were preparing to
attack also on the left bank of the
river. They apparently aim to push
forward their lines there to corre-
spond with their advance on tle
right and so prevent the French

 The =Germans ' spent yesterday|.
strengthening  their new gains and |

&ﬁ.-:mmvm plans for a further
hrust with the object of working

GERMAN SUCCESS CONSIDERED
* BY FRENCH COMMAND AS
-~ OF MOMENTARY IMPORTA

No Attempt is Being Made to Re.li'ejré

un — Germans Mak:

ing Last Great Drive,but France De-
termined to Stand Fast.

from transfering reserves across the
river,
Verdun Demands Attention.
London, June 26 (New York Times
cable)—A despatch to The London
Times from Paris says &
Events -at Verdun again imperi~
ously demand attention, and again
the soldiers. of France exact respect.
The Germans are pushing harder
than they ever did before. The
French line is dented. The Ger
have progressed. Measured in . mil
the advance is very slight and pur-
chased at a heavy cost, but the price
Las always been forthcoming. A
Now or Never for Epemy. '
It is now or never for the Gerni-
as and every hundred yards . of
progress now made is .more signifi-
cant than every mile of" progress
made in the first months of the bat-
tle. s o e &
It is but a very scani = margin

whieh now ates - the or,
Germans trom
may be:the military

man vietory—from
view the viei

:

anently to effect ti
France knows is-
her existence, and tha en I
slavery. The counfry’s T on
to die as a race in the glory of ths
battle field rather: than. in the-ignd-
miny of servitude, remains intact
znd grim through the struggle. ThHe
country’s faith in ultimate.. victory
1emains unshaken. ' : i
Settled in Allies’ Favor, . -
Foot by foot the defence of Verdun
continues, and throughout the coun-
try there is a conscio that at
verdun the question of defeat or vie-
tory now is being settled and settled
in favor of the allies. B Faton,
The attack which is now in pro-
gress must be considered as the final
push of the Germans, ST

“Very Favorable’

Richest Woman in the World Not
Suffering from Par-
alysis.

New York,{ June 26—The condi-
tion of Mrs. Hetty Green, ‘‘the richest
woman in the world,” was described
at her home here to-day as ‘‘very
ravorable.” - Denial was made that
 she was suffering from the effects of
a stroke of paralysis. ;

Col. Edward H. R. Green, her son,

ious one, but that those attending
her realized that any indisposition
to a woman of her age, 80 years,
'might develop, although no immedi-
ate danger was forseen at this time.

\

ACROSS OCEAN

President Wilson Will Have
Visit From One as Did
King of Spain.

By Special Wire to the Cot.lrler.
Paris, June 26.—A Madrid de-
spatch to the Temps quotes the Im-

Wilson will receive a message from
the German Emperor in the same
manner as did King Alfonso. This
statement is included in an interview
which the representative of the Im-
parcial had with the German naval
attache, Von Korhen, who declared
that the bringing of letters to the
King of Spain by a German subma-
rine could not affect Spanish neutral-
ity, which the Germaps respect.

The Spanish newspapers, the de-
spatch adds, demand that the gov-
ernment take measures to prevent a
repetition of the suybmarine incident.

The home of Mark Fawcett, of
Burnaby, B.C., was completely des-
troyed by fire.

Mrs. Lydia Pankhurst, who .has
been lecturing in Vancouver, left
there last night.

i

said that the illness was not a ser-

I|Several

parcial as reporting that President |

Letter Received éives Ey(ﬁ--

witness’ Account of '
His Fate. ¥

HEAVY CASUALTY
- LIST SUNDAY

Brantford and
Brant County Men’s -
Names Included. ~ =

i

- RS -

¥

The official casualty lists of yes-
terday and to-day among the Cama-
dians were very heavy. . Quite a'féw
Brantfordites were among the names,
although fortunately those reportéed
were all .wounded, none being killed
The list is: S e
Pte. Leonard Seager; 61 Colborng
Street. o
Pte. Sydney Paype, Farringdon
Hill P. O. 5 ;
Pte. Arthur Cornish, 155 Bruce
Street. '

Pte. Fred Gold, 25 Mohawk St. = -
Pte. Henry Nicholls.
Lance Corporal Elliott.

Lt. Harvey Cockshutt. i

Mr . Frank Cockshutt has recei-
ved a letter from his som, Lt. Gordon
Coekshutt, giving atf eyewitness’ ac<
count of the wounding of Lieut. Har-
vey Cockshutt, Lorne Crescent, of
the 4th C.M.R. ? L g
Lt. Cockshutt was wounded in the
forenead, but mnot seriously. His
wound was attended to, but beforé
he could be removed the Germans
rushed up and the poli_ttog held by
the Canadians had to be abandomed;
and Lieut Cockshutt with it. . The
firing on the portion- of trenches.
whers Lt. Cockshutt was hurt, then
ceased. He thus fell into the dg
of the enemy, a prisomer. If they
attended to him within 16

(Contipued on Page 6)




