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ATURE has beerr kind to the

“thousandIsles of th® Ris
ing Sun.”” She has array-
ed them in a garb often

strange, sometimes stern, but always '
fair. Whether theéy be judged by their !

coasts, their mountains, their Trivers

or their lakes, these islands of the |
Eastern Sea can hold their own with |
any of the countries of the West. The |
grand-and the sublime-are no less pre- |

sent than the simply beautiful, and an

infinite variety comes in“to complete |

the charm. S
It has been the fashion of late to
decry Japanese scenery on the score

|
|
|

of littleness, “Pretty, but petty” is a |

common verdiet;  but it invariably |

proceeds from a superficial acquain-
tance with the' eountry. Landscapes |

dominated by mountain-peaks 8,000 to ! H
10,000 feet high cannot be dismissed |
as insignificant-—even when, as fre-:
quently happens, they arc .robed in |

verdure to their summits. Inter-
mingled here and there with granite
glants of xugged form miy be dis-
Zaiiad the Boft wnd Gracelil contours.

of voleanic cones. With these  also |
; verse of genial. The people of Taokyo,
! a few seasons ago, awakened one

suggestion of -sublimity is not
waliting, The most beautiful moun-

tain in Japan —and perhaps ‘in the |

world—was once  thé* terror of the
countryside. Fujiyama vand Yariga-

= |
perfecily represent the two di- |
rse tyvpes of scenic grandeéuyr to be |

{ eral springs, are for the most part in-
accessible—or at any rate unpleasant-
Iy cold—in mid-April of Nevember.
Outside of them, Japan, essentiilly a
land of-flowers and. foliage, Jooks her
best in the first th#ee weeks of Aptil,

“sakura” (cherry Arees)  are’ i full
bloom, and “all the world"™ goes forth |

to.seé them. But the ‘weather at this.
| time of the yvear is sothetithes the re-

morning to find the ' cherry-blossoms
weighed down with snow—a weird, if
rot pathetic, study‘in pink and white,

Without -doubt,. the seasan. to e
avoided is that known to the Japanése

nd in Japan; but even where Dai | as the “nyubgi,” or rainy season,

Nippon does not aspire t6 mMagnifi-
cence, she can boast the charm of no-
lty. Tkere is nothing in any part of
the world quite liké the landscape

e

|'wliich prevafls from the middle of

June to the-early ‘part-of July. This

I is of a peculiarly huggy and disagree-

able description-~altérnately hot:and

knuwn as the typically - Japanese, eold, but always damp. Tn a pornidl

which makes a peeuliar but irresis- |
tible appeal to every lover/of the pic- |

turesque. The traveller who sees the |
real Japanese is always pleased; but'

—unless he can repeat, or make per-
petual, the new experience—he ig
never satisfied.

Times and Seasons,

The guestion is, “What is the best |

time to visit Japané’ has Lo be consid-
cred as much: from the point of view
of the visitor’s intentions as from
that of the climate. Late spring and
early winter are usually recommend-
ed. People coming from temperate
climes would find the heat of ‘the
“doyo,” or Japanese dog-days, too trys
ing if they purposed remaining in the
vicinity of the treaty-ports and great
cities. On the other hand, nothing
could he more agreeable than to spend

these same burnihg days in the moun- |
i

tain districts—three, four or five thou-
sand feet above sea-level. But these
very districts, with their romantic
scenery and the precious boon of min-

year, however, these wet and misty
weeks give place to a spell of bril-
{ fiantly fine, hot weather, when all who
can do' so flee from the ports' and
“)lalns to the cool, all-verdant hills.
{ Perhaps the nipst‘ settled and gener-
|¢myl agieeable season of the year: is
the -latter part .of October. ‘Bright
sunshine 'out of a clear ‘sky atones for
the inclosing days, '‘and the crimson
tints of the fading “maple-leaf turn
many a mountain-side into a blaze of
vivid red.

A good many years ago, when
Japan was slowly opehing her gates
to .the West, there appeared a book
entitled “Unbeaten Tracks in Jdpan.”
Those tracks are no longer “unbeat-
en”; but, from the standpoint of the

time, <théy "are none the worse faor
that. - “Call 'nothing magnificent,”” say
the Japanese, “fill you have seen Nik-
0.” ¢ Thousands of ' travellers - from
Sunget 1ands,: arrested by the vision
of the Sacred Bridge above. the rush-
| ing Daiyagawa-—a m)an of  scarlet
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traveller visiting Japan for_the first :

~'_'f'j’»"""'f"x bl

o,

lacquer, athwam um :omh _
the cryptomeﬂai wluch

.thullu!iéally ewdorsed ;
move'rb Mkka still - m N

| the throat of a dead‘volcanoa

< e ' L

travelling, by rail, e¢leectric -car and

sport the visitor from the. Yokohama |
Docks to .the: famous. Fujiya . Hotel.

| teet) may ‘be mude “Thirty mittes_to
| the north-by-road—horse or fiarikish

There amid the ' most romantic lnr—‘
roindings the traveller may rest in |

lusury to ﬂe’ “tullaby of waters far |
and rear.” © Within eagy walking: dis-
tance Hes ' @ffgoku (“Big Hell") a

| gorge which" roars and trembles with

soffataras -and befling springs, while,
on, the further slopé of the low divide,
Hakonl‘”l?ka prehents by way of eon-
Jtrast, a scene ot tranquil loveliness.

0 Visitor to Ja.pan event if he have
but. twa days 4t his command, should
fail to pas a night at one of the little

semi-foreign hotels ‘on the margin-of|

the Take. ‘Only iless impréssive 'than
the sight of suhriue from the summit
of Fuji is the. v‘ilmn of the great vol=
:-ano, rose-tiited with the ~earliest
,riys of the ristng sun, and mirrored

“I'thus in the placid depths OF tbe “‘Sea:

of \Reeds.”

‘From -America ‘the quickeat and
without doubt’ the most pieturesque
route to Ja;pu is by way of the Cane*
ddn Rocklds t6 Vancouver, where the
two fastest: boats on the Pacific, the
"&npreas of “Rugsia? and the “Eme

Ll to Yokmxuna

‘didn ‘Pagifie ‘carries the buma of the

. Bk trxge‘%.la.p&?’i chief” export, and

fecently - nhced on the Picific

- Wf ‘“_

In t‘hr&e 'eq&;, | llers can
do a good deal of th nd of the

 Ohrysanthemum. Ks'to the best way

of spending that time, if the ﬂl{tor is
specially interested in“the arts and in-
dustries 'of Japan,” W8 will Prefer to

spend it in the vieinity of Tokyo,

Kyoto, Nara. and 3, It on  the
other hand, he desite  to see #s fiuch

4 of the country" nnd ‘it8 scensty a8 pos-

sible, he will leave theé great cities for
the picturesque intertor. Much, ‘again,
depends ypon the ‘tinse ‘of yur. If it
be April, the vigitor has pmﬂcslly no
choice. None of the ‘piountain dis-
tricts, with the possible exception of
Nikko and Miy: B. i8 agreeable
excepf in the s 0: months.  The
suggestions that follow. will be found
adaptable, with yery little modifica-
tion, to the requiréments of the aver-
age visiter to Japan.

Starting from Yokohama, a  day
might be spent im. vigiting the -great
bronze” Buddha (Diabitsu) at Kama-
kura—much superior as a work of art
to the somewhat larger Image at Nara
—proceeding thence " by eleetric "car
along the coast to 'the pretty island of
Enoshima.” Two days will® suffice for
the sights of the capital, anmiong which
the 8hops-of the Ginza, the popular re-
sort _of Asalmsu with its temple and
hazaars, ﬂ;eu Ymhhvaf'a,. or
licensed qlxai'ter are ﬂbrhm the most
characteristic—though id early April,
the banks of the Sumida (Mukojima)
should not be 'omitted. From the nm'th-
ern station (Uyeno) ‘& Mmey of five
hours brings one {o Nikko (Kanaya
Hotel) where a day may well be de-
voted to the magnificent shrines of the .

| Shogun. Proceed by road to the Ke-
| gon ‘waterfall (250 feet high), Chuzen-

jt (Lakeside Hotel, four hours) anfd
Yumoto (Nammea Hotel, semi-forelgn,
two hours), Four days should be sl-
lowed for ‘this distriet. ‘Instead of

| returning ‘to Tokiyo the traveller, by

changing at Utaunomin and mﬁl at
Omiya, ¢ould ' thé same dlyf'&ewh a

‘mouutain resort o! a very difterent
| type—bare, by comparison with Nik-
| ko's wealth of foliage, but much in
| tavor among: foreign pesidents in

Japan. This Is Ksruzlii\h (Mampei
and other hotels), wherice the _ ascent
of ‘the great voleano -Asama 8,250

a

| —liew the most-remarkable of Japan-

ese spas, Kusatsy (Shirane Hotel)
where, in water containing frée sul-

‘phuric’ acld and of a umpmm of »
jimrikisha in furn, will sufice to/tran- ;

- 125 degrees . F., the bathers submit to

ra spectes: of drflf 'under & bath-master.

| The rnﬂway«mu’ be régained by cros-
ging the grand Shibustoge, & pass 7,000
fest-high, to Shibu' (Japanese.inns with
hot springs) and Toyono (for Nagano).

From:Nagéno the traveller may re-
turn’ ‘direct by ‘way of SBuwa La.ke,
Kofu and Hachioji to Yokohama, catch-

.ing, en route, itahe neighborhood of

Matsumote, grand views of the shafp,
snow-stréaked suminits of the Japan-
eie Alps. Three or four days might
then with advantage be devoted to the
Hakone-Fuji district. - On- reaching
Kobe, the old-world cities of Kyoto and
Nara, ‘with their numerous temples,
flowersgardens and curio-stores, would
aniply oceupy: tae balance of the trav-
eller’s time. -

I, arrangemem have been made to

‘réjoin the “Empress” at Nagasaki, the

{rmﬂer;coull by breaking the rafl-
way - journey ‘at Miyajima, visit that
sacred-island, wmoh {s ranked by the
Japanesé -as ono of tha “Sanke!” or
Three Beautifil Plnesl of their beauti-
ful land. Kyushu, the southernmost
of -the four main islands, offers ag its
‘chief attractions” the:great volcano of

1 Aso (rgil from. “Moji to Kumamoto)
Fiwith t.he largest ernhf e the world,
{*and. the scene of: trmnt suicide; and,
‘i the 'opposite dk‘m the solfatara

district ofUnzen. For sither of these

he .exenmoni three 'imwawmld be ak

Chuzemx fal like a siiver bew




