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le Km I F.A. nwk— ky Jam. Bower, Un> frtirteg 

Mr. Bwrr mam leltr Hrrled Honorary PmUral

U the Offkers aad Members «4 Ik# I F AjMhtOab 

I kml
■WH I» ywe 1er Ike Iked yen# In 
re «ou» m aaaeel refuel Al Ike ope 
al ike one funrtk uewl roe «eu I we. 
H le hat meet u4 fight tkel w sheaM 

i of intHek ud thaak 
i It • kind Providence fee Ike Many 

attended la ee denar Ike year 
Tke faeateea tartina. Bor» Ikan Ike 

eeeeUen el ear other tiare. Maker him 
kfrtdetl on Ike AfMnlkM al Pr»««- 
riearr lee Ike imtHi <d kw le her. end be­
en ate el Ike aaaanal rliMaltr rendit «en 
el Ike part yen# ike resell » <4 one labne 
ha# eet Ireea a# yadlaMt ee we roe Id 
here a eked, yet at lew art tr a «II eet 

at that eeer which we kart ee 
bel will become Mere erlive. 

ter frlx tad permutent, la tke 
paewnrt al lk»we tbwge that am he lee Ike 
net 1er meal ut one rendit «œ and one 
Male# ta Iroetiag with, aad m one bream 
rate!teethIpe with Ike other trade# aad 
profanai»#». which go la make ap Ike 
whale coMMwnrty aad aatloa We eaa 
hare ee eilen m Ike dkneeeatloa «V 
Ptoxirisara oe control el rliatllr rond» 
liana, bat we ran aad ekonld hare a voire 
in Ike ilaei al one -nation aad a there 
al least la Ike control ee regulation el oar 
«leakage with ear fellow men

Dun eg three three yean eta which I 
have occupied Ik# tdhr «4 y owe president 
Ike law of eeoleUen hat roeetàntiy been 
al week la npaaaxtiaa with Ike work el 
our Area rial Ion, aad al eo time haa tku 
been More apparent that daring Ike last 
year, to that whi'e tke aim* aad objecti 
el ae aaeeciatien an not rhanging, bet 
Clad, yet to arcoainluh there aunt aad 

1 lace lo lace with awn

i pari in ike maned, and meet different
|n|' luUlMfl f II g f'CMI Si

HMI
O# tke lactica' oI

ifc

which I I
ha my i _
•omen hat lengthy repeft. weecal a# 
tke ehiel plaahr al oar platfoem ae laid 
dnwa ky Ike delegation to Ottawa were 
• oddest» throw a inlw Ike arena al eoeSlrt 
la FarkaMaaL ll wet plainly ertdael 
that It been aw our duty to ntrr aad 
am quickly A aew grata bdl ee the 
liner a# deamaded by tke farmers we# 
belote tke Renal# aad Parliament. aad 
all iaterwrted parties were railed to mtaa 
aad glen rruienrr lor «W egaieet lac 
mediately whet Might be termed a bowl 
al proteal was rawed by Ike slerato» 
companies aad grate dealers Ike large 
Western miltera. I hr railway rampaaieu. 
Ik# knardi el trade aad mearde ol fort 
William aad Port Arthur. Ikeee parties 
off leading stmeg delegation# to fight Ike 
hi Your prsmdrat. aller ceaeeltieg 
with Ike sire pnaidrat al Ike roua» I. 
alerted al ware for the mal el war. aad 
ea» ma forced shortly after by Mr R 
Mrkruce. aI Ike Manitoba Amur .alma 
aad Prcaideal Make re. id Ike Reekalrkr- 
waa Amormtioa W» were sapp'd cd 
there only ky Ike représentâtiewa el Ike 
Oalari# Millers" Amartattoa aad a repere 
en tat ITS «I the Tomato Board aI Tresie

probkmi aad arm aspects el all pre 
with which ne bare wrestled 1er year* 
Tke meet Inwtfel aad the chief, il aot the 
only cause ol these old problems assuming 

feat ana b Ike akiftiag J tke groead

V

the earn# yet a bee we mme to tke point 
el eel « lag them aad obtaining our ends, 
tke a«tiitsn am el Ike oppoewg ialereeU 
•ads areas al obstructing ear work aad 
defeating oar purpose II it be at all ut 
Ikeir power to do an- When all their 
powers ol i a «retire which they urn for 
the purpoee oI treducing aad defaming 
tke character of our membets are played 
eat. when all other tact Ice which they
employ bare pro Ten fettle, they consist- 
rally lall back oe abet they bare prove# 
to succaaeful la the peel—that la. aay 
mean# whereby they ran diride our 
raaka. It la enetnwagdeg to know that 
Ihle old weapon In their bands la net 
quite so formidable aa H used to be. yet 
it la a deplorable fact that its potency 
aad effectiveness is still very much in 
evidence aa proven by the occurrences 
of Ike peat year. Our own province ol 
Alberta, being further removed from the 
sphere of influence of thoee interests, 
which hare chosen to make themselves 
inimical to ours, we hare as a result, 
felt to a leaser degree than acme other 
primate# the effect* of that vicious 
weapon Unanimity of purpoeg and ac­
tion haa prevailed amongst us to a marked 
degree in spite ol the many malign in­
fluences at work.

Slate the Siege el Ottawa
Shortly before our last convention the 

ever memorable pilgrimage to Ottawa took 
place. The representation» made by 
tka} delegation to Parliament were en- 
dofsad ia every deUil by this Association 
and by our sister Aaeociatiooa as well. 
The aftermath ol lhe work of that delega­
tion haa kept your officers ia a constant 
state of activity since that date.

At a meeting of the Canadian council, 
held al tke clone of the Saskatchewan 
convention, your president waa elected 
president «I the council, so that your 
proaideate work since that time has 
bees largely ia the wider field of Dominion 
affair».

For this reason in making a report of 
my action* during the year it becomes 
necessary for me to report the work ia
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ways yet when am studied Ik# 
qasadoa ia Ik# light el lh# past aad by 
the inf.-rmaMua gained through the 
bet 1er ««psetearsa of the farmers ia tiki» 
matter, w# wesu able to a## that rack and 
all were fishing to catch that 
•d < salage of anting lee 
With tome tlighl m«ditrnlmat Ike loll 

Ike Renal# aad waa teal oe la Ik# 
■ but not fwfly dealt with before 

dhaatatiwe of Ike leet Parliament 
new again before Parliament with sons# 
amendment « winch have aot hewa die- 
«wad to aa. Year elevator aad saarket 
committer will rvetimmead soaw amend 
meela which will b# «ubmiUed to yeu far 
rowatdacalma Men a while Ike cwwacil
have taken steps to aga»a mod a «letegallsa 
from each pcoriecw to Ottawa aa won as 
Ike bdl Is taken ap

ReH pencil» I ontroi cr ■ «

Al Ike to am time that Ike Grain bill 
wae before the Senate Ike dr be tee ia Ike 
Commune ae another plaafc el eer 

eased last said ferions It 
a vidant to oe# oe Iks gronnd 

that a supreme effort waa being made by 
those interests which fallen at ike etpense 
of Ike faramr to win bark Ike ground Ike 
farmers had gamed ia Ikeir fight for 
reciprocal free trade bet wee a the I ailed 

ltd litidi
Reeolutioae aad palitiuaa were laid 

oe the table from maaufactanng. indus­
trial aad amt eaa tile interests, transporta 
two eompaaiee aad hoard# of trade. Ike 
giet el which were that it would reduce 
Ikeir profile aad benefit eo one. stating 
that eo aw waa asking for reciprocal free 
trade, aad the nppoaaata of it daring 
anyone to coma forward aad do to. Our 
different associated bodies having ata»ir 
such a decided pronounce meet ->e Ml 
mailer, it became my duty to ask them 
to re-aflrm their views aad get sack sup- 
pot! aa they could without delay. He­

resy shortly came flooding ia

The fight was taken ap list before a 
committee of the Renal# aad lasted lor 
nearly too weeks, a report ol which waa 
duly printed aad is no doubt ia the 
poeeesaioe ol many oI Ike delegates here 
present. This bill, a copy of which I have 
her#, provided lor the appoint ment of ae 
independent commission who Would hare 
practically the sole control of the grain 
trade ol Canada aad provided for the tak­
ing ever of aay terminal de cater and the 
placing of it in the hands of the commission 
lot operation at aay time that Parliament 
had granted the necessary money for the 
purpose. It also provided that before 
such time as this bad lieen done ia the 
case of any terminal elevator that it 
became a criminal offence for any person 
or company to operate such riavator if 
such person or company bad ia any way 
aa inter est ia the buying or selling ol 
grain. In this way making the devator 
purdy a storage facility for the public, 
and giving no personal inceotire to the 
operator for the mixing of grain, which 
mixing was also made a criminal offence. 
These were the contentious dnuvei, the 
different interests throwing in thdr 
whole weight and influence to have them 
expunged They also fought, but in a 
more covert wayjor the privilege of mixing 
in the elevators, some openly advocating 
that privilege, some contenting themselves 
with advocating private ownership and 
operation, which goes without saying 
gives them that secret privilege. Others 
again, members of the Winnipeg Grain 
Exchange, seeking to cover up their desire 
for the advantage that privilege of mixing 
would give them, advocated mixing as a 
means towards establishing a sample 
market, so that while these different 
interest* approached the question in

justness

from our locals all ever the country, par­
ticularly this province, re-affirming thdr 
stead aad asking for reciprocity. The 
result you know. Tke question now is 
whether it ia for us to bow the bead aad 
bead the back in meek submission to 
these internet#, or whether we fight tke 
harder for our rmannpatiou it ia for 
you to aay. la tke meantime tke council 
have been Mending firm and while 
reciprocity for the time bdng ia out of 
the question w* are ashing for a general 
reduction of the tariff aad an increase of 
the British preference.

Tke Railway Act
» Another of the planks of our platform, 
over which a conflict took place, waa 
amendments to the Railway Act. centering 
moat oa the point on which only the farm­
ers and the railway companies are in­
let eated, namely fencing the right-of- 
way and liability for Mock injured Hav­
ing no support from any other interest 
and no doubt because only a small per­
centage of the whole farming community 
art personally interested. 1 found it a 
hard matter to induce the government 
to take the matter up, but being impor­
tunate in our demands the minister 
finally called a meeting uf the interested 
parties in his office, there were present 
the railway representatives, the chairman 
of the conservation commission, the 
chairman of the railway commission, 
and Mr. McKenxie and myself aa represen­
ting the farmers. After the question had 
been debated and the farmers had shown 
their knowledge of the subject and the 

of their

aha waa father «I Ike preavnl 
litifintsawe tfaaae. aad tke olkes. ahw> a 
lawyer, wko la tke father of another 
amendment sow coming before Ikr linear 
which nukes Ike Act arorw earl cm aad 
Utlfiatiowa than before ||ed it mme to 
a veto throe awe would hero been power- 
lam bat ky romtiaaiag the debate a* they 
bad a right to do they coald keep R eerier 

>W1 aad ia that way okMrurt tke 
of tke whole bdl te which there 

was eo opposition except throe two r la roes 
Aa a result a compromise waa effected 
whereby the loll was peered with the 
exerptmo al them two riaaero hut with 
Ike aaderxtaadiag that they would be 

' « so again whew Partiameel would 
mbit The political upheaval of 
changed all that Our couecil ha* 
ask'd far Ike Introduction aad 

of throe saw ad meats
OdBed Meet qumdtoa

I also took M#pa « Kile iu Ottawa to 
imposa# epee the government's atlrwtme 
the chilled meat proposé I hm end by re­
pealed winter#area pith tke annuler qf 
agricwMare waa able to get a falter rou­
ndel a I ma al Ike sehyeet than at aay time 
previous He professed to be rorjr favor 
able lo our scheme of municipal abbatoire 
aa feeders to a governawut export system, 
aad waa finally able to al last grip the 
thought that w# were not advocating the 
bo#wing or guaranteeing Ike bonds of a 
meet monopoly, aad I would Mreogly 
advise keeping that fart prominently 
before tke eyro el tke govern awwt lest 
they low sight <4 tke fact or but they 
forget, and «to that very thing ee that 
the last state of tke meat industry would 
be uasse than the first Tke promise u> 
giro neeeatanre may be ready roast rued to 

assist sure to a company.
| .Sample Market aad Mlitag

On my return from Ottawa a meeting 
waa held at Winnipeg consisting of mem 
tiers at the council aad tke Grain Ks- 
ebaage. Tke question before us was 
nominally the establishing a sample 
market but ia reality to provide means 
whereby interested dealers would practice 
•»**<■* w the elevators to their owe 
profit aad to the detriment of all others 
shipping under the grading system W> 
were hopelessly divided aad nothing was

heir daims, the minister
suggested that the chairman of the 
railway board draft an amendment 
covering the ground. To this we gladly 
assented, the commission having already 
supported us in all our claims. When 
this waa done I caused • circular letter 
to be sent to all the members asking in 
the name of the farmers that they suppôt t 
the amendment. These amendments were 
embodied in a bill together with a number 
of other amendments and' only reached 
the House on the last day of the session 
before adjournment, which proved to b^ 
dissolution. They were most strenuously 
opposed chiefly by two men. one a lawyer

An alter meeting consisting of the coun­
cil alone discussed several matters of 
general i a Iciest, aad made a recommenda­
tion to tke Manitoba aad Saskatchewan 
Associations to make application to the 
railway board, aa Alberta bad already 
done, lot no increase but rather a decrease 
of the minimum weight* ol car loads both 
of farm products aad general merchandise 
This, these associations have not yet 
done.

The outcome of this, together with the 
outcome of several other questions of 
transportation, legislation, beef chilling, 
pork packing, elevators, and other matters 
of chief interest and with which I had to 
do, will more property come before you in 
the different re polls of the several com­
mittees appointed to look after these 
I have bad a communication from Mr. 
Desjardincs, M.P., who has been actively 
promoting the passage of the co-opeiative 
bill in Parliament for years and asking 
the assistance <4 the council; this 1 sub­
mitted to the council, and they have en­
dorsed the principle of the bill and taken 
the steps suggested towards its passage. 
I am sorry, however, that on account of 
the tremendous pressure of other questions 
during the y eat this bill was not re-drafted 
making it more applicable to, and under­
standable by the farmers.

1 received an invitation from the 
Manufacturers' Association to be present 
ns representative of the Organised Farmers 
of Canada at their banquet held at 
Toronto at their fortieth annual con­
vention. I replied stating my inability 
to be present and wishing them in the 
name of the farmers, every measure of 
•uciro and prosperity compatible with 
legitimate trade and fair dealing. On 
the accession of the Hon. Mr. Borden 
to the office of prime minister I addressed 
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