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• I did not know you had one,” she said.
ôer, in future, that there is a“Then remember, in future, ___ I_______

skeleton in everybody’s cupboard,” he said ; adding, 
“But you have not told me yet what you think the 
best thing to be done.”

“ I think Gwendoline ought to write and tell 
Basil Crawford to come down, and be of some 
use.”

“ Why do you not write and invite him ?” 
the Doctor, with half a smile on his face ; “ there 
are no worries going on in your house.”

“ Why, you just said there was a skeleton in 
every cupboard,” she interrupted.

“True ; but in this case it is locked up, and the 
key lost Now, your father, a respectable middle- 
aged country gentleman, who has retired from 
business, with nothing to trouble him, and nothing 
on his hands but a pair of pretty daughters, is j ust 
the ™n" to entertain visitors, and his house just 
the one to be delightful to a young man to stayin : 
so why do you not invite him ?”

“ Perhaps the factof the pair of pretty daughters 
and no sons makes it difficult to invite the young 
men who would be so delighted to come.”

“ Ah, depend upon it, the pair of pretty daugh
ters are the skeleton in his cupboard, poor man,” 
said the Doctor, with mock seriousness.

Df. Majendia, just listen seriously to

over things which would make everything clear."
Mrs. Majendie held her muff under her right arm 

and with her right hand began drawing on a pale 
colored kid glove on her left hand, but never a 
word did she say.

“Well, my dear, and when did you acquire this 
knowledge ? ” said the Doctor, somewhat surprised 
at her utter silence.

“ It is scarcely a matter to joke about,” she said 
at length, with dignity ; “ and one which I should 
have thought good taste would have kept you 
from mentioning in that way.”

“ Ah 1 I was never famous for tact,” replied her 
husband ; “ and now I only want to know whether 
you hold the clue that can enlighten us ? "

“I may know more about the matter than either 
of you do," she said, buttoning her glove “ and 
certain facts may have come under my knowledge 
which have passed others by. You and Gwendo
line have thought yourselves so all-important and 
clever that there was no necessity for consulting 
others ; perhaps I think the same ; at any rate, I 
object to being questioned as to my plans."

To say that the Doctor was startled would be to 
give but a faint notion of what he felt ; he con
ceived it quite possible that same idle report had

“ I should rather ask you. Why does he not 
come here now ? ”

The Doctor smiled. “ It all lies between him 
and Gwendoline, though each would say they 
know nothing about it : the real reason of his 
absence lies in some absurd - misunderstanding be
tween those two. I take no notice of it to either 
of them, because I know that is the quickest way 
to bring things right again.”

“I do not think there is anything serious between 
them ” said Naomi, recollecting her conversation 
with Gwendoline.

The Doctor smiled as he looked at her, and then 
he said, “ You are like a person who has been stuff 
ed for an examination. Perhaps to assist Claude 
would be" the very last inducement to bring him 
to Atherton.”

Gwendoline at this point returned, and he said 
no more, and Naomi was left wondering.

The Doctor hurried up-stairs to Claude, and 
shortly afterwards Naomi went home.

After she was left alone, Gwendoline sat think
ing over one knotty point, and trying to make up 
her mind on it, and wishing she had some one to 
do it for her. In her inmost heart she did desire 
to write to Basil Crawford, and that he should
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to him. She had a great deal to do, and she fulfill
ed all her duties that afternoon and evening ; but 
where there is a will there is a way ; she managed 
to find time to write a letter to Basil.
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