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T ¢:]1 did not knqw you had one,” she said \ '
' manner «Then remem%er it Frbigd, il over things which would mak i
’ ure, th s . . make everything clear.” “
;‘r‘ﬁ’ t:;;k skeleton in everybody's cupbo:d . h:tsaitih?::l dilg ga angrirs:tgﬁ‘]end}ehhellld her muff unde:-yher rigg}‘ite::m oomc{ l:::: l,(,i(,wr%,t},’,er ask you. Why does he not
» Who «But you have not told ’ b ’ with her right hand began drawi 5] ~ '
y treated, ' best blslying to ben odoney e yefj what you think the | colored kid glove on her letg: “ha:iwigt on apale| The Doctor smiled. It all lies between him
d me he «T think Gwendoline onght to S word did she say. ) never a ind Gwiﬁfiolmel,)othough each would say they
sotinta ; write and telll «W . ) _ | know nothing a ut it the 1 is.
o 1:11: B&B‘% Crawford to come down, and be of some knowleilng,e“‘;y"d;?;’t,.;lndthen did you acquire this | absence lies in some ahsurd -misl::de:::::)\sinogf :l:
eaning use‘:,Why do you not write and invite b at her utter silence e Doctor, somewhat surprised tv;:;n t.hobt::vvo. : ]I‘ take no notice of it to either
ite and invite him ?” sai «Tti ) ) of them, u i :
tliath ow ay the Dooior, with half a smile on his fa(l:l; ?“ tlj:lr(i " leI‘tlt;J sc:;:zlﬁ a tpatt..e‘t:_to joke about,” she said | to bring thingssiightnaog:i:l;?t is the quickest way
k- 2:3 are no WOrTies goin g on T bavengt,h(;u b :)%!(;ltza; . and one which I should| ¢Idonot think there is anything serious between
i ,pa « Why, you ]’l’lst sai d there was a skeleton in |from mentigo ning ol o wc,)'uld have kept you|them ™ said Naomi, recollecting her conversation
oei'tainp:;- every thd.’ sh9 interrupted. “Ah! I was rg\ever f:.mzay.f ” pepli with Gwendoline.
t on the | k 'fﬂle ; but in this case it is locked up, and the|husband ; “and now I onl;1 sw:;:a tf)tiinrepllel? {:er T»h? D‘octor saitled s he looked at her, and then -
_in some * ey lost. Now, your father, a respectable middle-|you hold the clue that can enlighte ow whather | he said, * Yor are like a person who has been stuff-
nd begged aged ocountry gentleman, who has retired from| - “I may know moreabo tpt;lg il i ed for an examination. Perhaps fosmist Clance
| has got bggﬁx.xen;, ?tltl’nothmg to trouble him, and nothing | of you do,” she said bu:tonix:gml::? f tihm eltbes :)oxl«ibe’ the very last induceinent %o bring him
A on his hands but a pair of pretty daughters, is just e ) glove “an therton.”
ga(:er?:n_ S man %0 eritartain visitors, and his hioase ‘}:11:1; ?;2:;1“;::? ma{)dh:t;:e e::!ll:e unger my knowledge| Gwendoline at this point returned, and he said
er the one to be delightful to a young man to stayin : | line have thmt oum]v;-so :llll and Gwendo- | no more, and Naomi was left wondering.
e can be 0N I so why do you not invite him ?* | clovee that thots wae no_necossit o e b The Dootor huctisd upstalte to Cisude; xnt
: « Perhaps the factof the pair of pretty deughters | others ; perhaps I think th Y oy i ting| shortly aflerwards Naomi went bowos
i +nd no sons makes it diffcult to invite the young|object 43 beinl: uescionedeas sa.ul:le ; atl‘any” rate, 1| After she was left alone, Gwendoline sat think-
ing, menwho would be so delighted to come.” e s that t,%e e tl:Ztl ;;d ans. ing over one knotty point, and trying to make up
y « Ah, depend upon it, the pair % o y thaf octor was s would be to her.mmd on it, and wishing she had some one to
mistake,” pon 15, p pretty daugh-|give but a faint notion of what he fely ; h d : : : .
out Mrs: ters are the skeleton in his cupboard, poor man,” ceived it quite possible that ssme idl & w oo W iy ey befid Lo 1§
1 re. gaid the Doctor, with mock seriousness. " | been magnified into one of i :tal " regort hid 1o writato, Seel G hak e 1
lue to the «Now, . Dr. Majendia, just listen seriously to|his wifeg with a certain (llmpo noo, and told to| come to Athertan ; thersibrn t S0 N0 yel ol
what I mean,” she said. “ We were talking about | which she had amf::dingly :ﬁmgfun;y:::?, :n(: :: ;ondersel(‘l alt:: g ﬁ;x;lldecision i e
Cyril Egerton, and all these dreadful reports which | out of this endless mischief mi ; but |to him. She had a great deal to o, and she falfll
T ang him. and I suggested that Basil e wm endless mischief might grow. od all her duties that afternoon and evening ; but
¢ tever reports h: i i i . : aged
llr;ln:m e would be of the greatest use and comfort; he would | trust you will reg:embéra:l‘:er:::ledimyp%‘:lt‘s:: , o}' :)h;:dt:‘i:: l:;w:;tli: thler:uu :o'];zl;l she man
oo Z;ﬂ : know what was best to bedone in every matter.” | spreading them no further. I have the greatest| It wasa lon oirou:u;tn:isl nt of al
08 « And make Claude well, put an end to all|dislike and horror of such things.” had g ar : account I that
a thing kind ks L sl ! Ings. ) happened on and since Christufes Eve. 8he
nnkind remarks, get the five hundred pounds—in| ¢ 8o have I, she answered, putting on :her | omitted noting and dwelt much upon the pai
. : fact, settle everything and everybody comfortgbly. | glove ; ¢ aud if my advice were followed, it 1d | which thé ’ ing Oyri i gy
evidence Upon m word, you have a high opinion o'fnt'm- be tha,t for the f o would | and #ppets Soncbiag 01 had given thew,
: p im; or the future, you and Gwendoline would and she wound up by begging him to come and
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it 1n strict it is' well ‘to be Basil Crawford ! b> less guided by them. but follow my example | soe if he could do anything to help them, that
and rely ‘merely on facts. Good-bye, Neomi! You|things wereas bad as they could be, and that

whispered Naomi turned slightly red, and felt somewhat
: ugcomfd;xble ander the direct gaze of the Doctor’s | have been quite & stranger; you must come and | Claude lay at the point of death.
, sharp e i o dine with us soon. - Good-bye ! ” . i :

hel gould : - "rf thought you always considered him pecaliarly | As well try to stop a stream from flowing as to w.s r:f:l';. o::';);‘ 3,:& lﬁ“‘:m.;%’m:?. sl
1 . pregy . ‘ R y to the
."‘_ PON”; suited for the profession he had chosen,” ‘she | try to stop Mis. Majendie, as she turned to to| post. And so it is in most of our dealings—we
e, : began .agsin, ) “and that he was very guick and|to her carriage, which was waiting at the _szor; linger and delay too lon in hesitation and ‘unoer-
‘e clear sighted in getting hold of the real state of any |and as well try to get ome of the stones in|tainty, but once our mmgd is made up we are all im-

the stream to speak, as to try to get fur-|patient for the fulfilment of our plans, and think

:ltion now . case, and
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» <. you fully agree w1 ose sentiments of | ther information from her on the subject: . roceeding

"°',“°hi'":‘_" mine.” . t R Dr. Majendie watched her go- out alone to the eveBrztpmo ; .h: P e " L
o ‘* ¢« T think you are & very aggravating man.” carriage. At one time he would on no account| .. &g ":.;u I“PNM - ol
D a8 that’ « By-the-bye,” said “Gwendoline—anxious to|have allowed her to do this without his aid and | .0 way o Lond mu" ::z h“d“" i and "“I :

chbMM-BuﬂCuwfordtomything help, but that was in times gone by. Now the| o Giready: brighter. -She was sure hewould

sufficient | . which might first suggest itself—*‘ have you heard|servants were there, full of well- t, well-paid : =1
i eyﬂhﬁ ; that mamms knows the whole clue to the mystery attention, which she would appropriate more than ::”“;b:“h "‘:':. y Wi'*ﬂ! :
i about Claude's illness? It is said that she holds | his. oo walt o - oo it -
m“m : positive proofs as to who. attacked and injured| - And well they did their duty. The whole per- : : ; "

" No, o, him.” [ , .| formance conld be seen from the open study-door.

the' aky," “What !"” o | There were numberless little -and atten-

b LA There was & great change in the Doctor’s voioe | tions which she, exacted, and which she would never |

line, i , ’ and whole appearance as he said. this ; the banter- to be omitted ;: , three ~servants |

bof Oywil? . ing . playfulness with  which he. had addressetTwere now going punctually ‘

cloud a¥’ Naomi gave place to o startled, halfanxious air. | performances : in the -

) .« L have heard this alread twice since yester- nothing but bearing the huge ’

o8, during.’ day afternoon,” said Naomi, her dark earnest eyes till the moment arrived when her tdrn should

pieces. 'of’ . ‘now. meeting the dootor’s -with . more ease -.and|and it would be hid-ovorln,p:ﬁ_ﬁpdidpm

aror et B domiforbio i 31 tor's with more €40 7| Al this time-the Dootor-was thiski of ‘what

oking“up, '+ %What nonsense ! But:tell me whatis said.” . |hehad heard, and it disturbed him- o know | 80X

il Orawis - «Why, that: Mrs Majendie had in her own rumour that shooked ' them

Uit <0, S hands some unmistaksble proof as to who did the

dght ‘inté® - desd, and that, although she’intends to keep it a|

'mances of’ - . gedret; she has spoken of itin oonfidence to. "some | Wha

wendolineé _ —frionds."c .. oo L i ot O i

1R g T« Woman's logie, with  vengeance,” said the

doator. .“Blthnkrl.thmcheocim;vewillﬁellm

her, it would amuse her to know 'how 'impoxtant |
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The sjudy door was immediately at the foot of

the stairs, and as the r opened -the door, Mrs. | dep!

. laststepsl i e o i d
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