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FIVE MINUTE SERMON

M. BOSBAERT

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST
& S
WHAT DETERS MANY
THE

\

FROM SEEKING
KINGDOM OF GOD

In their anxiety about the things ot
this life, many people forget all that
lies beyond f{t, and nct in a way
nltogether contrary to our Lord's
doctrine that we read in today's
Gospel. He bide us “seek flrst the
kingdom ot God and Hie justice, and
all other things ehall be added unto
you." - That we may avoid the mis-
take made by such deluded persons,
let us conesider what it is that delers
men from secking the kingdom of
God. There are two chief thinge,
very unlike one another, viz., avarice
and an excessive love of ease. They
are diametrically opposed, and yet
produce the same result, for both
hinder men from seeking the king-
dom of God. We must be careful to

'till we know what God is. Only
God's glovies, His pertection, His
holiness, His mastery, His beauty,
ocan teach wus by the con.
trast how to think of sin,
and since we do not see God here,
'till we see Him, we cannot form
o just judgment of what sin is:
'till we enter heaven, we must
take what God tells us of gin, malnly
on faith,
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EDUCATION
ARE CATHOLICS INTERESTED?
One glance at the parish schools

would indicate en affirmative

anpwer. Quietly, without the noise
and rush of a “drive,” but at the
cost of much sacrifice, Catholics
annually provide about $85,000,000
for the support of echoole which
allow that Jesus Christ has inalien.
able rights over the child. Nor is
the parish eystem the end. Every
city of any size has its Oatholic high
gchool or academy. Nearly every
State has at least ome Catholio
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college or university, We are striv-

Bteer our way €0 as to avoid both
dangers, as either would t’“ engugh
to prevent us from ever rehaching our
goal. |
1 We must be on owr guard|
agawnst avarice ; for our Saviour
8ays : " You cannot serve God and
Mammon.” An avaricious person is |
always thinking of his temporal pos- |
gessions dnd of money-making. His |
heart cleaves to earth and cannot
rise towards heaven. He tskes no
interest in prayer, has no good inten
tions, does not -offer up his worksi
and occupations to God and iﬂ;
careless mbout bearing Mass. He |
reads no epiritual books and takes |
part in no religious conversation, all [
his thoughts and words ara devoted |
to money-making and hoarding. He |
is too worldly minded  to pray or |
attend pablic worship frequsntly,
and when he attempts to pray, his |
henrt is so full of his temporal con- |
cerns that he pronounces the |
words with bis lips, thinking nothing |
of their ifmper), or he is presant |
i body at Mass, whilst his mind |
ie occupied with plans and anxieties
counected with hie business.
blind and foolish he is!
he fare when

How |
How will
is earthly life is over? |
He will look back &t his wealth
and the exceesive pains spent upon |
its acquisition, pains which left him
Do time for serving God, and he
will have to acknowledge that all has
béen in vain. Let us never be go
blind! Let ug never permit such fatal
avarice and love of money to take
root in our hearte, but let ue rather
seck firet the kingdom of God and
His juetice, knowing that then all |
elge will be added to us.

2. Secondly, we must be on
agawnst overgreat A of |
case anpd amusement. Where such a |
desire exists, there is no thought
of God, no prayer, no attendance
at instructions and no reception of
the Sacraments. The more yon care
for luxury, the more you turn your
attention to the places of eating
and drinking, to fine -clothes, to-|
enferfainments and dances, the |
less interest will you take in the |
things of God, and the less pleasure |
will you find in His worship. No!
man oan serve two mastere, and
he who is a friend to this world, |
is God's enemy, |

How many Christians are infected |
with this evil love of luxury, and |
aim at nothing but material comfort.
enjoyment and amusement, and the
gratifioation of their sensual de. |
sires ! Their hearts refuse to admit |
any serious or’ religious thought, |
being filled with love of the world
and its delights. Sunday is to them
no longer the Lord's day, but a holi- |
day, set apart for merrymaking. s1f |
they go to church, it is not to pray |
and worship God, the Lord of heaven |
and earth, but to show themselves
in their fine clothes, which are often
very unsuitakle or even immodest.
During Mass they think only of the
vanitiee and amusements in which
they intend to indulge later in
the day. They spend as little time
a8 poegible at church, and grumble
at having to go there at all, wherens
they stay as long as they can ab
places of amusemant, and are very
loath o come away.

You, who love the vain and perish-
able joys of this world sqpassionate-
ly a8 to forget God, a even to
diglike the very thought of Him, how
great is your folly! Your joys will
pase away like smoke, your bodies
will decay like fading flowers, and
your life will soon be over, like a
deeam in the night. When you
awaken from it you will hava to
stand before the judgment seat of
God—and what sxcuse will you plead
then ? No one will enter the king-
dom of God who has not sought
it have on earth. Let us thersfore
refrain from everything that might
hinder us from seeking i ; let us put
aside all attachment to worldly de-
lighte, and serve God with quist per-
severance and zeal, He will not let
us want for happiness; and that
which He bestows is far bstter,
fruer, sweeter and purer than any
enjoyed by the lovers of the worid,
Amen,

guard

S1re

|
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CARDINAL NEWMAN ON SIN

Sin is one of those things which
refuses to be fully identifled or
revealed. It is a_ grievous offence
againet the laws of God., It
ie an affront to the Creator.
It oloses the gates of heaven
and opens wide the doors of hall.
Sin in the light of such startling
and shocking faots, does not un-
veil 1ts essence. ' We do not know
what sinis,” says Newman, “because
we do not know what God is; we have
no standard with whioh to compare it,

| or .mentull_v defective children.

| &Y,

| starble

| ever.

| school and

| neceseary training for their chil

ing herd to provide educational

| tacilities for the blind, and we are

beginning to take a practical |
interest in the training of physically !
It |

is & glorious work for God, for the |
State, for the individual, a F!lpmh“
exampleof Americanenergy in private |
enlerprise, for mnowhere does 1be‘
Catholic school or college ask ones |
psnny from the public purse. [
Yot there is another side to the
piocture. More than half our
children ave in non-Catholic schools l
of elementary grade. Until we |
reverse this shocking condition we |
bave no justifiation for self.con. |
gratulation, It means that of every |
five Catholic children, three are
receiving their training, during the

| most impressionable period of their

livee, in scheols which either gcoff |
or quietly ignore all that
Catholics hold emcred. And our |
colleges ! Are there more (,'zi‘.hollc}
boys and girls in Catholic colleges |
than in non.Catholic inetitutions ? |
A complete census would probably |
ue. State and city colleges |

| and universities can offer tuition at

The great colleges and
universities under private control
are not much given to free tvition: |
gtill, they have ssholarships b
dozen whete fhe Catholic college
has but ome. And, of courae, there |
18 ar element vwmoung us that will |
#eek a non-Catholic school at all |
coste. An institution of this kind, |
filled with boot-leggers whose |
operations calminated in the brutal |
murder of one student by another, |
is aleo filled with Catholies. [
The unhappy truth seems to be |
that Catholics are not particularly |
interested in fhe Catholic hlgh!
college. It they were, |
Catholics who have wealth would |
select the Catholic college as tha:
object of their beneficence. Catholic |
parents would insist that there |
children receive at lemst a high. |
school education before “going to |
work,” But of late, Oatholice in |
great numbera have shown r‘nJ
alarming indifference to this |
dren. |
The result will surely be that the |
place of Catholics in the professions
will goon be taken by non-Catholics, \
while Catholics will ba the hewers |

|
|
& nomianal cost or at no coet what |
|
|
|

the |

| of wood and the drawers of wnter{

for a contemptuous community.
This thought wae strongly expreseed |
by & lawyer of experience, the |
Honorable Alfred J. Talley, in his |
address to the graduates of Fordham
University :

"If our Catholic peopls have lost |
ground in this great city in the last |
quarter of a.century, if they have
ceased to ke the mighty influence
they. once wexe, it is attributable
to one cause, and that cause, in my
opinion, is the neglect to give our
boye and girls a higher education.

" We have failed to take advantage
of the educational opportunities
that are about us, Our Catholic
colleges number their students by
hundreds where there should be
thousands. And while endowments
that reach into the millions are
given to secular universisies, ours
must struggle along upon the totally
inadequate fees paid for tuition—so
inadequate that the doors could
not remain open were it ot for the
fact that our teachers and professors
serve without conpensation, and
labor only for the greater glory of
God.

“ The resull is the dominence in
businees and in professional life
of that element which goes in for
education wherever it may bs
obtained, while others unwilling %o
strive and to sacrifice, stand by to
cavil and complain. The fault is
ours. We do not insist that oux
youth remain gé school. Children
of filteen or sixleen, with the lure
of a few dollars & week in some
employment, with the desize to
substitute nights at inane ‘ movies’
for nights of intelligent study,
impose upon indulgent and neglect-
ful parents, give up their eduocation,
and go out unformed and uninformed,
immature, and wholly unable to
cops with #rained minde.

“The vresult is inevitable. Our
peopls are becoming the employees,
the clerks, the Iaborers for hire,
while those who have taken advan.
tage of opportunities which were
equally ours but which we passed in
scorn are the men who pay the
wages."

Thie is a strong indictment, but
not foo elrong. We have a present
opportunity to offer a partial remedy.
During the summer months many
of our boys and girls take up some
form of gainful employment. Too

many of them, urged on by inoclin.

]
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encrifice the futur { their children ]
t & precent pitiance, fail to returr
to school. Lat ¢ tholie, from |
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INDUSTRIAL PROBLEM

SOLVED BY CHURCH

The charge hns been made by wit
nesges at senatorial hearings that re-
ligion has not nsed its mighty influ-
ence to bring labor and capital to
gether. Ae far as the Chureh is cen- |
cerned this assumption is unwarrant. |
ed and the charge false. The Church .‘
has golved the industrial question ag |
it erose in varying guiee in every nge ‘
of the world. . She is doing her best !
today to persuade men to accept her |
teaching, by utilizing all the forces |
of her Divine organization from the |
Pepes with their encyclicals and the |
Bishope with their paste
humblest prieet and laymen with
their exposition and practice of
Christian principles. '

The teaching of the Church on !
labor ie 80 obvious and clear that it |
is surprieing that it is not better
known to those who write so much
about economice. The Church
feaches in the first place that Gad
has placed the-duty of labor upon all
mgn. Without labor man's indivi
due! needs could not be met, his |
gocial lite sustained, or his moral {
life safeguarded. God, whoge essence |
is to act, made man to Hie own image |
aénd likeness to be & worker. The |
daty of labor exisled bsfore the
primal command of God to sinful |
Adam to "earn his bread in the sweat |
of his brow." This did not impose
the obligation, it rendered it more |
asrducus and painful. A man who
does not need to labor with his hands
must give society some return for
what it gives him. He must give
some time to philantbropy, govern-
ment, or to other activitiss that pro-
mote the welfere of his fellow men.
There ie no such useless appendage
to society as an idle man allowed in
the Christian philosophy of life. ‘It
& man will not work’ says St. Paul,
“let him not eat.”

The Church teaches in the second
place that labor is honorable. Man
did not dignity labor. Christ, the
God-man, dignified it by taking the |
trade of & carpenter. The Churoh |
sanctified labor, when her first mig-
sionaries taught the rude barbarian
to till the eoll, reclaim waste placea,
make the barren hillside fertile with |
vines, and crown the summits ot‘
almost every eminence in Europe |
with monasteries, cathedrale, and |
universitise. To labor is to pray was ;
the maxim she inculeated. |

The Church teaches in the third |
place that the rights of the working-
man must be detended. She has da-
fended them against all “encroach-
ments, and will continue to defend
them until the énd of time. For she
has redeived from God the $ruth that
“the earth is the Lord’s and the |
fulness $hereof,” and of its riches the |
possesgors are only etewards not |
masfers, Hach mman has a right to
live, and in order to live he has a
right to share in the bounty of God's
earth. If he does mot possess land
be is entitled to a proportionate
share of the earth’s goods which hig
labor helps to produce. Since this
return is given in wages, he has a

rals to the |

| only

| joyously go forih to

| our

of the brothe d |
of strength aod avfount of consola- |
tion now |
eternity.—~Cardinal Newman. J}

tain bim and his family in frughl
comfort. The Church defends the
right of workers to combine to
detend their rights avd to better
their conditione. They cannot com.
bine to promote injustice, to destvoy
property or to injure the lawful in- |
terests of their employers. |

Hence the solution of the indus. |
trinl problem according to Catholio |
teaching lies in the farther diffusion ‘
of ownership, in coop: rotion, and in |
copartnership in  induetry. The |
Euneyclioal of Pope Leo XI11. says that |
"the law should favor ownership, and |
its polioy should be to induce as |
many as possible of the humbler‘
clage to become owners.” The Cath. |
olic ideal coneists ‘not in some men
ownitg all property but in all men
owning some property.’ The Recon-
efruction pamphiete of the Nstional
Catholic’ Weltare Council and the
Pastoral Lettor of the Bishops of the
country eet these principles lucidly
and foreibly before .the country. It |
is high time that thinkers and
writers outside the Church who prate
80 glibly about Christian Lrinciples
and the failure of religion to golve
the social question should opea their
eyes to the fact that in the tea hing
of the Church as briefly outiined bere
they have the true solution and the
only solution of the industrial prob-
lem.—The Pilot

S———
GRACE IN A CAFETERIA

A little group of people went into
& restaurant—one of these modern
self-gerve affairs, & non-Catholio con-
temporary of the West reporis.
I'bere was father, mother, a son, and
iwo smaller children.

The family took its place in the |
long line in front of the counters
where the food is served, and moved
along gradually, moking their gelec.
tion. When the.members reached
the caghier's desk, and esch had
upon hig plate the food he or she
had selected, the father paussd and
the family bowed their heads. Thers

| in the public place with busy people

all around, the father
thanks to God for the g
they were about to partake, audibly
with a firm voice, with grea fMth,
with humility and thankfulcess in
his tone.

returned
d of which

Bat the little family were not the
ones who bowed thei
The long iine of busy pe
in their
bowed his her hsad
waited the of the bl
There was never n smile of deris
never & murmur of disapproval,
Instead, there were smiles of appre
ciation, and everybody in the I ng
line felt Each felt that there
wes gomethiong in the th offered
up thet helped wondexful in this

selecting
or

end

better

Iy

| prosy old world,

Returning t td before
ing of the daily food is going

of style,” 1t seeme, but it ought not
to go out of etyle. It ought to
be practiced in every home. We are
getving nway from too many of the
sacred jthings and pious customs of
& generation ago.—The Echo.

S —

Let ue calmly, gracetully, s

weetly, |
fulfill our vari- |
ous offices ; and in a subdued, peace. |
ful and happy temper to encounfer |
trinle. So sball Jargeness ufi
mind, abhorrence of strife, clamency |
of criticism, mbsence of suepicion, |
tendernese of compassion snd lov e |
bs to ue o tower |

in death, nnd iprthe day of

An " unkindness has no reme iy at
law," let its avoidence bs with you a
point of honor,

Men ard to be educated by whole
some habit, no$ by rewards and pun
ishments.—~John Ruskin,

Cord or
Fabric.

\

Economy is a savings
bank into which men
drop pennies and get
dollars in return.

The economy of
Partridge Tires is in
their durability, By
giving long service
they save new tiré
costs, and their de-
pendable wearing
qualities elim-

mnate the ex-

pense of

repairs,

1.

Your building isn’t

1e Three Big Reasons |

factory,
yuilding are :
ause

Fireproof.

. Hygienic.

3. Non-Markable.

modern without this equipment

’ WE ALSO MAKE

1elving, Lockers, Cabinets, Bins, Stools, Chairs, etc., Ornamental Iron

Jommercial Wirework of all kinds, General Builders’ Ironwork
THE DENNIS WIRE AND IRON
Works Co.LimiTED
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will reduce them and leave no blemishes,
Stops lameness promptly, Does not blis«
ter or remove the hair, and horse can be
worked. $2.50abottle delivered, Book R free,

ABSORBINE, JR., d, the an
liniment for Boils, Bruises, Sor %, Varicose ’.
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for
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Be Told

PHILIP GIBBS
PRICE $3.25
Postage 16¢.

Philip Gibbs has

startling things |

| to say that he could tell the |
world until now, and he has singled |
the permanent values out of the
bewildering world panorama of the |
past few years. He comes to a new
vision to which t world is just

[ awakening. |

|

|
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