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neat stance from Turkey was given to 
Bulgaria. Rusais insisted on taking 
from Roumanie Southern Bessarabia. 
Though Prince Charles appealed in 
vain at the time to Germany and 
Austria, Russia's treatment exasper
ated the Roumanians and left among 
them a deep and abiding resentment. 
Roumanie became a supporter of the 
Austro German alliance. Moreover 
King Charles is by birth a German 
and the tendency given by Russia 
was strengthened by dynastic and 
personal ties which connect the 
Roumanian, German and Austrian 
ruling houses.

Other considerations, however, 
may determine the side Roumanie 
will take in the struggle now going 
on. The Roumanian population is 
thus distributed amongst the fol
lowing States :

In Roumanie 
In Austria-Hungary 
In Russia 
In Turkey 
In Servie 
In Greece

obscurity and poverty to the Chair 
of Peter is one of the great romances 
of history."

If the tone of the great English 
newspaper suggests something quite 
different nearer home it is consoling 
to know that The Times represents a 
large and constantly increasing body 
of English non Catholic sentiment. 
In another column we reproduce the 
entire article.

has a wise and capable Commander- 
in-chief, He will see to it that the 
Volunteers are a danger, not to them
selves, but to the enemy. And when 
the hour of their testing comes, 
though God forbid that that hour 
should ever strike, Mr. Redmond will 
take care that history does not repeat 
itself in as much as drink will never 
again "bring them down."

Mr. Redmond is equally worthy of 
our respect as a Catholic. “All that 
I am,” be once declared at a St. 
Patrick's Day Banquet in London, “I 
owe to the Jesuits." At the centen
ary Banquet at Clongowee College 
this summer he reiterated that state
ment. Broad minded and tolerant 
almost to a fault he is unyielding as 
adamant when there is question of 
Catholic principle. We have not 
forgotten that he was publicly 
thanked by the Cardinal Archbishop 
of Westminster for his championing 
of the cause of the English Catholic 
schools. Much as we admire Par
nell’s matchless leadership it is a 
source of genuine satisfaction to us 
to know that the bright diadem of 
liberty will be placed upon Erin's 
brow by Redmond’s stainless hands.

Columha

which has Ju«t been pointed out 
above."

The “ remarkable piece of chronol
ogy " referred to is a calculation de
termining the inauguration of the 
millennium, and its agreement with 
the “ prophecies of Malachy," bas
ing the duration of future pontifi
cates on the average of the past.

All such accurate calculations based 
on Scriptural prophecy seem to 
have a fascination for certain minds- 
but are not given much credence by 
well-balanced pious persons. For 
ourselves Christ's " answer to the 
Apostles is quite satisfactory :

“ They, therefore, who were come 
together, asked him, saying : Lord, 
wilt thou at that time restore the 
kingdom to Israel ? But he said to 
them : It is not for you to know the 
times or moments which the Father 
hath put in hie own power." (Acts 
I, 7.)

The internal evidence, therefore, 
which depends on determinations of 
the times and the moments of the 
millennium,does not give the" prophe
cies of St. Malachy " any greater 
credibility unless, perhaps, “ in the 
eyes of one school."

great charity. It is told of him 
that when his election was an
nounced to him, he with tears and 
prayers, calling upon God to witness 
the sincerity of his protestations, 
begged that he might be passed over, 
being, in hie own estimation, utterly 
unworthy of so high a dignity and 
unequal to so great responsibilities. 
He was a frequent visitor to the sick, 
a nursing father to the poor, and a 
comforter to all. Amid the lamen
tations of all Rome, he died in 868, 
after a reign of a little over two 
years.

help. In the arms of Julius was an 
oak tree which in pagan mythology 
is sacred to Jupiter. Many consider 
that this is a clear indication that 
the writer was so steeped in the 
paganism of the early renaissance 
that he was not even aware of the 
impropriety of thus describing the 
Vicar of Christ whose arms he well 
knew bore an oak tree.

Coming to some of the popes after 
the publication of the prophecies :

Benedict XIV., 1740-1758, is "fore
told" by the cryptic motto anmal 
rurale, a country beast. No explana
tion seems to be offered, 
pression itself is so very odd as to 
convey the idea of a joke, in which 
respect it can hardly be said to stand 
alone."

Hie immediate successor Clement 
XIII. is designated as Uraus Velox, a 
swift bear; no interpretation is at
tempted. Nor is any solution offered 
for Cants et Coluber, a dog and an 

TBB "PROPBKCIE8" OF ST. adder, by whioh Leo XU„ 1828 1829, 
MALACBY ig designated.

St. Malachy, whose family name On the other hand, Pius VI., 1776- 
was O'Morgair, was born in Armagh 1799, Peregrinua Apoatolicus, the 
in 1094. After a long course of Apostolic pilgrim, made a journey 
studies he was ordained priest in to Vienna in the early part of his 
1119. He was chosen Abbot of Ban- reign; and towards its close was 
gor in 1128, a year later was conse- forcibly taken from Rome, first 
crated Bishop of Connor, and in 1182 to Sienna then successively to Flor- 
he was promoted to the primacy of ence, Parma, Piacenza, Turin, Gren- 
Armagh. He died at Clairvaux in oble, and finally to Valence where he 
the arms of St. Bernard in 1148. St, died. Pius VII., Aquila Rapax, an 
Malachy was a great man, a great eagle carrying away, was carried 
bishop, and a great saint ; but here away into France by Napoleon on 
we are considering not St. Malaohy’e whose arms was the Imperial eagle, 
life, and work, but the so called pjui jx., Crux de cruce, a cross from 
prophecies which have been attribu- B cross. Dr. Neale interpreted this 
ted to him and have recently been aB indicating the arms of the House 
freely quoted in connection with the 0j Savoy—gules a cross argent—a 
Holy See. cross which was a heavy cross to

It is hardly necessary to say that piUB jx. Perhaps it is needless to 
no such private revelations or pro- recall the fact that it was the House of 
phecies, even when genuine and Savoy despoiled the Pope of the 
authentic, are matters of faith. If papBl states.
the writer bad lived a life of heroic t,eo XIII., Lumen in coelo, a light 
sanctity one may without supersti- jn the sky, had on his arms an irradi- 
tion regard such revelations with ated and fiery star. Ignis Ardena, a 
pious belief provided they do not burning fire, was the motto attri- 
conflict with the teachings of God's buted to the zealous Pope just called 
Church. As indicated in Deuteron- to bis reward.
omy, xviii : 22, fulfilment is the only The fitness of the last three 
real test ; mottoes following the instances of

“ Thou shalt have this sign : What- piu6 vi„ Pius VII., has had much to 
soever that same prophet foretelleth do jn the present day with reviving 
in the name of the Lord, and it com- j.he interest and halt-belief in the 
eth not to pass : that thing the Lord “ prophecies." The present pontifl- 
hath not spoken, but the prophet CBte is characterized by the words 
hath forged it by the pride of his Religio depopulata which has been 
mind : and therefore thou shalt not variously translated or mistrans- 
fear him." lated.

The " prophecies ” of St. Malachy Vance Thompson's article of three 
concerning the popes are a series of years ago has been reproduced in the 

^mottoes whioh are supposed to indi- press. Though Thompson is a Pro- 
cate the occupants of the Holy See testant he was on many things well- 
end purporting to be written before informed, on others easily misled by 
the election of Celestine II. in 1143. bis unconscious Protestant bias, and 
Arnold Wion, a Benedictine monk, 0n others again egregiously astray, 
first published them at Ven- However, that is another story. He 
ice in 1595, that is 447 years closes his article thus : 
after St. Malachy’e death. Wion melancholy heritage; St. Mai-
himself thought that the alleged achy foresaw it; the next pontiff (.if 
prophecy was a forgery only a few that prophecy be true) will be the 
years old. Bearing in mind the in- Pope of a depopulated church—the 
timate friendship between St. Mai- high priest of an empty tabernacle." 
achy and the great St. Bernard and As we have seen it is altogether 
that the latter wrote a “ Lite of St. improbable that St. Malachy had any- 
11 alachy" without the remotest refer- thing whatever to do with the “pro- 
ence to the"prophecies," it is not sur- phecies" attributed to him. But 
prising to find that no serious Church whether the writer was an impudent 
historian attached any weight to forger, or a real prophet himself, 
them. It they were written over doea not affect the meaning of religio 
four hundred years after their re- depopulata. While it is possible to 
puted author died, the fact would ex- tBke from it the signification given 
plain why the first 74 popes are to it by Mr. Thompson, it is not at 
clearly and unmistakably indicated ; au likely that such was intended by 
indeed up to 1590 the mottoes are the writer. “ Religion " even in 
simple plays or puns on papal Chris- English was ordinarily used in the 
tian or family names. If written by middle ages to denote the monastic 
St. Malachy three were strikingly ful- life. “ Religious persons " meant 
filled before the author’s death ; and monks and nuns. Dispensation from 
a fourth before the death of St. “ his religion ” meant release from 
Bernard. Yet St. Bernard makes no monastic vows, or permission to 
reference to them either in the Life travel and study which otherwise 
of St. Malachy or in the funeral ser
mon which he preached over the re
mains of his dearly loved friend.

After their publication the mottoes 
are often far from being appropriate.
“The interpreters,” says the Marquis 
of Bute who studied the question 
eeriously, "have been obliged to 
abandon many in despair, and in the 
case of many others their explana
tions are remarkable for ingenuity 
rather than force."

Pius II., 1458 1464, is indicated by 
the motto, De Capra et Albcrgo ; in 
English, from a she-goat and a 
tavern. He had been secretary suc
cessively to Cardinals Capronioo 
AlbcrgM ; Capra, a she-goat, and 
Albergo a tavern. Looking back
wards the writer could indicate Pius 
II. clearly enough by such a motto, trary, every external circumstance is 
which if written some centuries strongly against them, beginning 
previously could not throw much 
light prophetic or otherwise on that 
pontificate. Again, Julius II., 1608- 
1518, also before the “prophecies" 
were written, or at least before they 
■aw the light ol day, is indicated by 
the astonishing device : Fructus 
Jovie jurabit, the fruit of Jove will
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8T. MALACBY AND IRELAND 
Besides the prophecies attributed 

to St. Malachy concerning the Popes, 
which as we have seen lack all bases 
of authenticity it not credibility, there 
is a prophecy of his concerning Ire
land. This prophecy is said to have 
been copied fi;om an ancient manu
script preserved at Clairvaux and 
transmitted by the learned Benedic
tine Mabillon (1632 1707) to his con
temporary the martyred successor of 
St. Malachy, the venerable Archbishop 
Oliver Plunket. This prophecy is to 
the effect that beloved Ireland would 
undergo at the hands of England, 
oppresion, persecution and calamities 
ot every kind, during a week of cen
turies ; but that she would preserve 
her fidelity to God and to His Church 
amid all her trials. At the end of 
seven centuries she would be de
livered from her oppressors who 
would in their turn be sub
jected to dreadful chastisements, 
and Catholic Ireland would be 
intrumental in bringing back the 
British nation to that Divine Faith 
which Protestant England had, dur
ing three hundred years, so rudely 
endeavored to wrest from her.

Taking into account the intimate 
personal friendship and cordial re
lationship that subsisted between St. 
Malachy and St. Bernard of Clair
vaux there is no positive reason to 
doubt its authenticity. History bears 
witness to its evident partial fulfil
ment. Are we on the eve of its en 
tire realization ?

“ The ex-
Benedict IV. became Pope in the 

year 900 and died in 908. He was of 
a mild and amiable disposition, but 
quite unfitted for coping with the 
license and turbulence of the time. 
It was a period of unrest, following 
upon the breakup of the Empire, 
and licentiousness and disorder pre
vailed. Yet, it is said of Benedict 
that in that turbulent age he bore 
himself with gravity and constancy. 
A Pope ot more robust character and 
greater resolution might have 
stemmed the tide, but Benedict was 
unfitted by nature for such an 
undertaking. Of Benedict V., who 
came to the Papal Chair in 963 and 
reigned only six months, all that we 
know is that his election was disap
proved of by the Emperor Otho, and 
that in the turmoil that succeeded 
he withdrew to Germany and died 
there.
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18,900,000
The territories of Roumanie and 

the territories ot Austria Hungary 
and Russia, inhabited principally by 
Roumanians, have the following ex
tent :

In Roumania 
In Austria-Hungary 
In Russia

Total

TURKEY 1
“ This war is Turkey’s opportun

ity " is the ominous remark of Rus
tem Bey, Turkish Ambassador at 
Washington.

By the Treaty of Berlin each sub
ject of the fourteen states enumer
ated, resident in Turkey, acquired 
extra territorial standing (that is he 
is placed out of the reach of the law 
of the country) together with his 
servants and dependents. They 
were tried by their own judges, diplo
matic representative or consuls. 
Now Turkey informs the nations of 
the world that all such rights are 
abrogated. The Sultan of Turkey is 
regarded as the successor of the 
Prophet and the spiritual head of 
Islam. Garmany has openly threat
ened to stir up the millions of Moham
medan subjects in Egypt and India 
to revolt. Such a rising would be 
regarded by Mohammedans as a holy 
war. A writer in the Nineteenth 
Century a couple ot years ago when 
it was feared that the Balkan war 
might inflame Mohammedan religi
ous zeal, said :

NOTES AND COMMENT8 
Discussing with a friend, during 

the interregnum, the possible suc
cessor in the Pontificate of the val
iant soldier of Christ who has just 
been called to his reward, we were 
led to express the hope that upon 
whomsoever the choice of the Holy 
Ghost might fall (for it should not 
be forgotten that in this great office 
the Sacred College is in truth and in 
effect but the instrument of Divine 
Providence) one of the great historic 
names ot the past, long disused, 
might, in his person, be revived.

131 353 sq. kilometres 
147.316 * "

198,650

If Russia were defeated Roumania 
would in all probability regain Bess
arabia. If Austria Hungary should 
be defeated and dismembered Rou
mania might double her territory 
and add to her population 8 600,000 
Roumanians living near her border 
as well as 2.000,000 people of other 
races who live among them. These 
considerations may induce Roumania, 
with an army on a war footing of 
600,000 men, to join the Triple 
Entente. A glance at the map will 
show how formidable an enemy this 
little known country might be on 
the flank of either Russia or Austria- 
Hungary. Doubtless the war of 
diplomats is being fiercely waged to 
secure her co-operation. Doubtless, 
also, Roumania will wait until the 
fortunes of war indicate pretty 
clearly which side will be able to 
implement diplomatic promises.

With great changes in the map of 
Europe impending the national 
aspirations ot 14 000 000 Roumanians 
may be deeply stirred. On her 
action may depend the issue of the 
European conflict.
“Romanic island in a Slavonic ocean"

All op the Popes ot that period 
had a heavy cross to bear in the 
turbulence of the civil power. Most 
of them rose superior to their sur
roundings ; some of them were help
less in its presence. Very few of 
them had a long reign. Benedict 
VI. was Pope for a year and a half 
only. Soon after his accession he 
was thrown into prison in the Castle 
of St. Angelo, that huge circular 
tower which still stands and is a 
conspicuous feature in pictures of 
the Vatican and its environs. It is 
said that he was strangled or starved 
to death. Certain it is that he did 
not regain his liberty, and bad no 
opportunity, therefore, of showing 
what manner of man he might have 
been in that exalted office.

With the single exception of 
Gregory XVI. (1881 1846), all of the 
Popes since the beginning ot the nine
teenth century have borne the names, 
Pius or Leo—names, we hasten toMR. REDMOND

Mr. Redmond’s historic speech in odd, of high significance, and remin
iscent in themselves of the glories of 
the Papacy. But men have grown so 
used to these two names in this con
nection as to (the unreflecting at 
least) have lost sight of the Innocents, 
the Clements, the Urbans, the Pauls, 
the Johns, the Adrians and the Bene
dicts, all of which have had many 
representatives in the long line of 
Peter's successors, and have each con
tributed their share to its blessed 
memories. In the selection by the 
new Pontiff of the name Benedict 
XV. our wish has been abundantly 
gratified. It may not be unaccept
able to our indulgent readers if we 
devote a few paragraphs to his pre
decessors of that venerable name.

the House of Commons, immediately 
following the declaration of war, re
ported in full in the Record, pro 
claimed him a statesman of the very 
first rank. No mediocre politician, 
no mere agitator, could so have 
risen to the great occasion. Cen
turies of evil memories and hoary 
prejudices might have deterred a 
lesser man from taking the bold step 
that signified a genuine union of 
hearts between the Irish and the

Of Benedict VII,, who became 
Pope three years later, we know 
rather more. During hie reign there 
was constant warfare between the 
Emperor Otho and Henry Duke of 
Bavaria, hostilities extending into 
the Rhine Provinces and to France. 
On the death of the Emperor there 
was much contention as to hie suc
cessor, the choice falling eventually 
upon Otho III., son of the preceding. 
In this crisis the Pope, who was a 
man of great prudence and discern
ment, was assiduous in urging that in 
the decision regard should be had 
for the Church which needed a pro
tector of virtue and diligence. In 
the event he gave his approval to 
the election of Otho III. He occu
pied the Chair of Peter for a little 
over eight years, dying in 983, much 
regretted by the people of Rome.

“Their loyalty (to the Sultan) is a 
religious sentiment, extending far 
beyond the Turkish Empire into ours.
The world of El Islam is still what 
Christendom has ceased to be, one 
mind, one body for religion. . . .
Upon the Turks, with their prestige . , , _ .
us fellow-tribesmen and companions be sufficiently in dread of the onrush British people. But true statesman 
of the Caliph, as liberators ot the of victorious panslavism to throw in I that he was, Mr. Redmond knew that 
realm, rests all the hope of the 
Islamic world. The indignation felt 
by Moslems everywhere at their un
just treatment by the Powers ot 
Europe is immeasurable, and may at 
any moment become dangerous. . .
And who can say how far the flames 
may spread."

WU1 this

the hour had struck, and not all hisher lot with the Teuton ? That
splendid strategy of the past momen- 
tuous years so entitles him to our 
respect and admiration as hie digni
fied offer of assistance in England's 
hour of need. In one brief moment 
he sealed his oft-repeated profes
sions of loyalty in return for free
dom. England had reason to rejoice, 
and Ireland to be thankful that at 
such a crucial hour her destiny was 
in such capable hands. A disloyal 
Ireland, possibly welcoming the Get- 

invader, would be a supreme

would be disastrous if Russia won 
out. It is pretty safe to say that any 
announcement of Roumania’s de
cision is as yet premature. When 
she does take part it will be when 
her action may have a decisive in
fluence in the final issue of the war. 
If it be true that she has already de. 
cided, and against Germany, then the 
end is in sight.

For the first Benedict we have 
to go back a period of over thirteen- 
hundred years. He was called to the 
Supreme Pontificate in the year 574 
and died in 678. Like all his 
successors of the name, down to 
Benedict VII., he was by birth a 
Roman, and, as we are told by the 
chroniclers of the time, ever held 
his birthright in high esteem, and by 
his beneficence to the poor of Rome, 
and his patriotic defence of the city 
against its enemies, earned the love 
and gratitude of its people. Platina, 
the historian ot the Popes, who was 
not always tender to their memories, 
says of Benedict I. that “he was 
adorned with all the princely accomp
lishments of clemency, justice, piety 
religion, wisdom, resolution, and 
unshaken fortitude." His lot was 
cast in troublous times, and because 
of the calamities which betel Rome 
and all Italy, is said to have died of 
grief after a pontificate of four years 
and two months.

Hence the comment of the Turkish 
Ambassador in Washington may 
have an ominous and awful signifi
cance.

ROUMANIA
That Roumania may join in the 

great European war is a contingency 
now discussed by the papers. A 
good many readers are asking 
where is Roumania and few, indeed, 
would be disposed to regard her 
action as an important factor in the 
gigantic struggle.

During the first century after 
Christ the Eastern frontier provinces 
of the Roman Empire were fre
quently ravaged by the powerful 
barbarian tribes of Dacia. In 101 
A. D., Trojan led au army against 
them and conquered their country. 
To protect their Eastern border 
against the teeming millions of the 
East the Romans then created a 
large military settlement in Dacia on 
the lower reaches of the Danube. 
The Roumanians of the present day 
are the direct descendants of these 
Roman settlers, their language is a 
Latin language. Racially they are 
akin to the Italians, the French and 
the Spaniards, and they are quite as 
distinct from the Slavs as any of 
these. They are small, wiry, alert, in 
striking contrast with their large
bodied, heavy and phlegmatic Slav 
neighbors.

In the beginning of the Ruseo- 
Turkish war in 1877 Russia in a very 
offensive tone declined the aid of 
Roumania. Later, however, after 
suffering disastrous defeats at Plevna 
the Russian Grand Duke Nicholas 
urgently sought Roumanian assist
ance, which saved the Russian army 
from defeat, perhaps from annihila
tion. The war over, Russia treated 
Roumanie with shameless and brutal 
ingratitude. Roumania was not 
allowed to take part in the peace 
negotiations at San Sefano. The 
territory Russia took with Roumania’s

THE TIMFS ON PIU8 X. man
peril to Britain. Mr. Redmond's elo
quent assurance laid that spectre. 
In Ireland itself things had come to

The kindly and sympathetic tone 
as well as the deep insight of the 
Times’ editorial tribute to Pope Pius 
X. is another sign of changed condi
tions in the attitude of the non- 
Catholic English ■ speaking world 
toward the Catholic Church. With 
regard to painful development of 
ecclesiastical affairs in France the 

remarks : " Unprejudiced

Benedict VIII., who was a Eras- 
catian, was the first Pope of the name 
not a native of the City of Rome. 
He came to the Papal Throne in the 

1012, and—quite an unusual

such a pass that nothing short of a 
miracle could have prevented civil 
strife. But does anyone believe that 
the war scarred veterans who have 
fought side by side across the Meuse 
will ever again line up on opposite 
sides of the Boyne ?

His House of Commons speech 
placed Redmond in the front rank of 
Empire statesmen. A later address 
of his to the Maryborough Volunteers 

him to be no less an Irish

year
event in that seething age—reigned
for eleven years. He had the good 
fortune to be contemporary with 
Henry Duke of Bavaria who had be
come Emperor on the death of Otho 
III, Henry was a man of great up
rightness of character and of prac
tical wisdom as well. His Empress, 
Cunigunda, shared with him these 
virtuous qualities. On Emperor 
Henry's death, however, the Pope's 
troubles began and for a time he was 
even in effect deposed. But the 
schism being terminated he was re
stored with honor, and died later in

Timts
judges cannot blame a Pope for re- 
jeoting all compromise with a policy 
which, on the admission of its
authors, was deliberately aimed at 
the destruction of the faith it was 
his mission to uphold." Again, in 
appreciating the work of the late 
Pontiff : “It is in the internal affairs 
of that vast and elaborate institution 
that he has done a work which 
promises to leave its mark upon the 
ages.” With regard to Modernism 
The Times sympathizes not at 
all with the shallow critics of Pius 
X. “ Few persons familiar with 
the elementary doctrines of the 
Roman
that the tendencies of the new school 
were compatible with them. To the 
downright plain sense of the Pope 
the desperate efforts of the men who 
had explained away the content of 
historical Christianity to present 
themselves as orthodox Roman Cath
olics were simply disingenuous."

proves
patriot with a full knowledge of the 
great responsibility that is his. 
After telling his auditors that the 
government were about to arm and 
equip the Volunteers he spoke these 
sane and noble words ; "Now, mark

would be incompatible with such 
vows. “In religion,” and " religi
ous " are still commonly used by 
Catholics in this sense. But in the 
middle ages the context alone dis
tinguished “ religion " in the sense 
of monasticiem from the ordinary 
meaning of the term. The Marquis 
of Bute, therefore, Englishes Religio 
depopulata as “ monastioism plun
dered," which in all probability is the 
correct rendering of the Latin ot the 
medieval writer.

A century elapsed before another 
Benedict ascended the Papal Throne, 
Benedict II. became Pope in 684, and 
lived for less than a year. His lot, 
too, was a troubled one, but he bore 
himself as a true shepherd of his 
flock and left behind him a holy 
memory. It is said ot him that upon 
the death of Leo II., a Pope re
nowned for sanctity and learning, 
Benedict was by popular acclaim 
fixed upon as the only person com
petent to succeed him. The Emperor 
Constantine held him in the highest 
veneration. He wai, during hie short

you, that means a grave responsibil
ity. A body of men armed, it it is 
not steady and sober and disciplined 
and obedient to orders without 
questioning, is a danger to itself and 
a danger to the community. I give 
you this word of advice. Any man 
in your ranks who gives way to in
temperance, turn him out ruthlessly. 
Any man who is merely playing at 
this work, coming out on a glorious 
evening like this simply for a sort of 
a picnic, but who is not in earnest, 
turn him out of your ranks. Any 

who will not undergo the hard

peace.

Of Benedict IX. the less said, 
perhaps, the better. His occupancy 
of Peter's chair extended over a 
period of eleven years, 1033 1044. 
He was a mere lad when thrust into 
this responsible office, and Canon 
Barry is responsible for the state
ment that “ lower than Benedict IX. 
it was impossible that the Papacy 
should fall.” His pontificate, how- 

was in a measure redeemed by

Church could suppose

It matters very little in any case. 
Bute thus summarizes the conclu
sions of his study of the question :

" The case may be summed up 
thus : These so-called predictions 
are utterly destitute of any support 
from external evidence ; on the con-

reign, assiduous in promoting learn
ing and oaring for the welfare of the 

so that hie early death was re-

ever,
the labors of several learned and 
godly men to whom it fell to keep 
the lamp of Faith burning through 

period of almost universal deca
dence. And the reign of Gregory 
VII., the great vindicator of the 
Papacy, and a man after God's own 
heart, was not far off.

Again, the true democracy of the 
Church is thus appreciated : “ The
elevation ot Giuseppe Sarto, (the child 
of the laborer and the dress-maker,) 
to the most ancient and most vener
able Throne in Europe is a striking 
illustration of the democratic side ot 
the Roman Church to whioh she has 
largely owed her power. The story 
of the Popes who have risen from

poor,
garded as a calamity, not alone to 
Rome but to the entire Christian

man
work of steady and continuous drill, 
turn him out of your ranks. You 
can only be of assistance to your 
country U you are a sober, steady, 
hard-working and disciplined force." 
It is such words as these that make 
us proud of Mr. Redmond. The arm
ing of a nation is a serious business, 
but in Mr. Redmond the Irish nation

awith the silence of Bernard of Clair-
world.vaux. The internal evidence is also 

very heavily against them in almost 
every conceivable way, with two ex
ceptions — viz., their apparently 
striking fulfilment in some recent 
oases, and, in the eyes of one eehool, 
the remarkable piece ol chronology

The third Benedict did not arise 
until the year 866, and like his two 
predecessors ol the name was des
tined to a short reign. Like them, 
too, he was a man ol holy lile and

Ere St. Gregory VII. came to the 
chair of Peter in 1078, it was to see
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