b
:

6

THE CATHOLIC RECORD

AUGUST 13, 1910

FIVE-MINUTE SERMON

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST
THANKSGIVING

Where are the nir

St, Luke xvii, 11.)

Of the ten lepers whose cure is re-
lated in this day's Gospel, only one re-
turned to give thanks,.and he was a
Samaritan; the others went their way ;
they were cured indeed of their dread-
ful disease, but disgraced by our Lord’s
sad question, Where are the nine?

Thanksgiving, brethren, should fol-
low after God's mereies to us, not only
as a matter of justice, but in order to
secure the effect of those mercies them-
selves. Just as, in our bodily life, in
order to get the beuefit of fresh air,
breathing in must be followed by
breathing out, so the giving of thanks

must follow the reception of all divine |

favors. The grace of God is to the soul
what the breath is to the body; and the
body, to live, must not only draw the
air in, but give it forth again to make
room for new and fresher a
e e 1

hroath

race and we breathe out thanksgi
Thanksgiving is furthermore a matter
of justice. The holiest debt we owe to

God or man is the debt of thanks. |

fvery honest man gives thanks for
favors received from other men, and
every upright soul gives thanks to God,
It is the most indispensable of all our
obligations, because it is the least that
we can do. In all our traffic with
heaven, gratitude is the only coin we
can mint ourselves. Thanksgiviog is
that part of our sanctification neces-

sarily our own. Well, brethren, if this |

be really true—and who can deny it ?—
then a great many ol us are solvent
debtors of the worst kind. Now yon
heir it said sometimes that the man
who does not pay his debts is as bad as
a thief, and in many cases this is per-
fectly true. So the difference between

an open sinner and a thankless Chris- |

tian is that between a thief and a man
who by his owu fault does not pay his
debts. Indeed, we sometimes feel as i

God ought to thank us for the favor we |

do him by condescending to serve him,
Confession and Communion and daily
praver, forgiveness of injuries and re-
sisting temptations so puff us up with
conceit that we are apt to blame God
beeause in view of our holiness He does
not exempt us from the ordinary ills of
life ! )

As a matter of fact it is with God
and us as with a storekeeper and his
customer. You know why a man can-
not get trust at a store
he was trusted before and didn’t pay
his debts. Now pretty nearly all the

pay that God asks for His favors is that
th e

it is because

we shall give Him ind if we

will not do that much He can hardly
think us worthy of His further bonnty.
If we do give thanks He multiplies His
favors; for He is determined to keep us

in His debt, and as fast as we return |

thanks so mucih the faster does He
lavish His love upon us.

So when we ask why we suffer this
mis rable stagnation in our spiritual
career, perhaps the true answer would
be that we are members of a big mul-
tiple of that original thaukless nine.

Oh ! let us thank God that we have
the blessings of the true religion, that

He is our Father, Jesus Christ our |

Redeemer, and the Blessed Virgin
Mary our Mother. Let us thank Him
for His gracious promise of the ever-
lasting joys of Paradise.
speakable favors our thanks should be
ceaseless.,

Let us give thanks, too, in our fer
vent morning prayers that we have
escaped the dangers of the night, and
in our night prayers that we |
saved from the noon-day demon. When
we rise from our meals let us offer a
word of thanks, making at least the
sign of the oross, blessing God for the

ve heen

health he gives us and our family. Let |

us thank Him for our afllictions—yes,
even for temptatioes; for the pains we
safler thereby are the growing-pains of
the soul. Kspecially alter receiving
Holy Communion let us give long and
heartfelt thanks for all God's dealing
with us; for we have then received the
greatest of all His gifts, Iis only-be
gotten Son.
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AN UNDERGROUND ARGUMENT

> mea—

ADVERSE CRITICISMS OF THE
CHURCH FIND DENIALIN THE

CATACOMBS

r——

from the time that our first parents

rebelled ag
the Garder
all violators of
authority have always

st the command of God in

lawfully constituted

sought tc stily

their rebellious deeds by setting forth
grievanc r real or apparent. This |
may b 18 far as human institutions
are concerned, but when it is a ¢ m

of a divine
as the Chure

is, and which all

are bound to obey u of eternal

wtion, t n be either

wisible or possible,

Christ said of His Church :
hath sent Me so
therefore each all nations, teachin
them to observe all things whatsoever 1
id Tam with

“ As the

have commanded you. Be

vou all days even to the end of time.

in the |

* | Cat
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hatred for Catholicism ; the schools of
Tabingen, Oxford and many others ani-
mated vy the same bise sentiment in
endeavoring to show an eradition which
they did not possess, tried to give a
historical foundation to that uojust
aceusation by feigning to point out the
| eentury and even the year in which this
| or that new dogma was introduced into
| the Catholic Creed by the Popes.

In vain did Catholie Apologists, after
1 having vindicated Catholic truth theo
1

logically and scripturally, enter into |

field of hi
Fathers, t«
and to ee

| demoustrale via

ory, and appeal to the
ient Christian traditions
esiasties ters in order to
e teachlogs of the
holic Church were truths that were
everywhere and always held by all true
| believers; and there never had been
any substantial change in the deposit of
| faith handed down bv the Apostles, but
that only a better knowledge, and a
clearer demoustration of these degmas
had been aequired, and that in spite of
the stubborn opposition of the enemies
| of Catholie truth,
Non-Catholies have always asserted
| that the writings of the Fathers, the
| traditions contormable to them as well
as ecclesiastical history, were falsified
| by Catholies in order to maintain the
| novelties which they (Catholies) had
introduced and which corrupted primi-
tive Christianity.
To do away with all controver

y orig-

| inal documents, clear and indisputable |

were necessary. But these did not ex-
ist according to the Reformers who
loudly challenged Catholies to give
| proof of the position they maintained.
AN APOLOGIA OF CATHOLIC DOGMA
When Protestantism arose, very little
importance was attached to the monu-
ments of the early Chureh either be-
canse they were not sufliciently known
or for the want of an archacological
eritique, and thus they were not ap-

pealed to as a proof of the doctrinal im-
mutability of the Church. After the
distributi
tyrs amot
city, w

n of the bodies of the mar
r the churches of the eternal
sh oceurred in the ninth cen
tury, the eatacombs were neglected and
rendered inae sount of the
acenmulation of debris which obstruct-
ed the subterranean pa Only a
plae o BRasilica of
| Sts, Lawrence, Sebastian and Pancra-
| tius remained open, and they having
| been despoiled of the monuments by
| pilgrims and others, had lost all their
archaeological importance.
| The great discovery of subterranean
| Rome oceurred in 1508, Fifteen years
| after the great Antonio Bosio began the
| first study of the catacombs, and whose
researches were published in 1632
Catholic writers began to turn their at-
tention to the monumental witnesses
found in the eatacombs in order to more
vigorously defend Catholic usage and
doctrine. Mission and Burnet, both
| non-Catholi unscrupulously  denied
| the Christiani of the Roman Cata-
| eombs, they be ved them to be pagan
sepulchres or at least places where
Christians became a mere mass of con-
fusion, and they argued that the pie-

essible on ac

fow small

near t

tures and inseriptions were simply the |

work of the Middle Age.

Boldetti, Bottari and Marangoni
showed the falsity of such opinions, and
checked the pride and temerity of these
strangers who sought to teach learned
Italians the true meaning of the Cata-
combs,

Settle and Marchi by their studies
made as clear as the noon-day sun the

| Christianity of the Roman Catacombs,
and the antiquity of therr mounuments,
| 0 much so, that learned non Catholics
| gave up the fight which for hatred they
were waging inst Catholicism. DBut
: of making Christian Areh-
t MICE WAS Té-

» Rossi (18
1891). He has the subter-
rapean city of the martyrs, he has illus-
trated the ancient monuments giving
the most accurate dates that historical
and archae eriticism could
pply. So that while his splendid work
toma
wpol
a thorough demonstration and apologia
of Catholie dogma.

ogical

erranea’” though having no
getic end in view, is nevertheless

IHE FAITH OF THE EARLY CHRISTIANS

'he Roman Catacombs do not convey
to us any idea of the real condition ol

stian society, sinee the monu-

ing simply sepulehral, they ean
t death sug
ests to the followers of Christ, that is

it best only suggest to wh

faith in life to come, the aspirations
and hopes of the living, and a profound
veneration of the martyrs. However it
must be said that the paintings and in

}

lesiastical writers ; that t ATe 1l

fect harmony with the ancic

gies and othe

C . . . He that heareth you, hearcth ]A“Mrlln‘ of Protestantism while it pro
Me, and he that despiscth you despiset claims the truths which are to-day taught

Me. . . . The Gatesof hell shall not

prevail.”
These are p

would deny the indefectibility and in-

of darkness care to claim, And yet

that is what the so-called Reformers and !
their followers have done. lIn order to |
justify their rebellion against the Holy

See they accused it, and still accuse it
of having abandoned the faith once d

to restore to Christianity its original
purity, the purivy of the first three cen-
suries, the purity which it had received |
f'om the Redeemer, aud from the
Apostles whom He taught, and whom
the Divine Spirit directed, by taking
away all that was human and false which
and ambition of Rome had | Marve

livered to the Saints. They pretended | TOBACCO
Dr caari's VGbhaceo T8

A PiC

the av

| by the Catholie Church.

. | "In the catacombs of Calixtus we find ¢ Sait
’ 0 e A 4 ¢ : D f excommunie s <
lain words, and he who | in the Crypt of Lucina the symbolical | pain of excommunieation You must

‘heist's Ol \ & certalt fish ( which represents our Lord) swim- |
9 o 'C L) rertd - N s N

errancy of Christ's PR Soaes 5 . ming in the waters with a piece of bread
ly have more audacity than the powers

| inseription reads :

| your hands.

sriptions in the catacombs re flect the

testimony of the Fathers aund other

» documents which are still
ant. From them may be learned
what the faith of the early Christians

and that it flatly contradicts the

| and a eruet of wine on its back. The
“ Take the sweet
| bread of the Redeemer of saints, eat it
hungry one while you hold the fish in |
In the same catacombs

. may be seen a painting of a priest

standing near a tripod on which are a
' piece of bread and a fish, with his right
hand extended evidently in the aet of
conseeration, while near him a veiled
woman, representing the Chureh, has
her hands raised in supplication.

In the Catacombs of Priscilla we find
the picture of a priest breaking bread,
on which is the image of the Cross, to
the faithful gathered around a table on
which a chalice stands.

The history of the Bucharist as well
as the great desire the Christians had to
partake of that heavenly Food, are found
depicted in every corner of the cata-
combs, Numerous inseriptions such as
| the following go to prove that prayers
| were offered for the souls of the de-
| parted: “May God give rest to thy
‘ “May the Lord give rest vo thy

| spirit.
| soul.” “Let every one pray God that
| He may receive thy soul.” And on the
| tombs of the martyrs we read: “Mayest
| thou live among the saints and intercede

| for us.” These are simple but clearand |

in the communion of Saints held by the
early Christians.
| There are monumen®s also that tell us
of the primacy of Peler, of the cult

incontrovertible expressions of the faith |

given to the martyrs and relies as well |

as of that given to the Blessed Virgin,
whose portrait was painted towards the
close of the second century in the cata-
comhs of Priscilla, the oldest of all
Roman cemeteries, There also may be
seen the words which Jesus uttered
with His dying lips to St. John, the be-
loved Apostle: * Son, behold thy
| Mother.”

| The Catholie Church, with a self-com-

| placency all her own, may placidly and |

| with pride say to those who accuse her

of having introduced novelties into the

Cliristian religion : * Look at the cata-

combs and judge for yourselves. As
| you see me to-day, such I have been
| during the first three centuries of Chris-
| tianity, such I have remained, and such
I shall remain to the end of time,—Rev,
. Hendrick in the Record.

i S P
ANOTHER NEW RELIGION
By E. Fr Mohler

Most of the readers of this paper
have heard of the originality of the pro-
fessors of the University of Chicago.
These men have exercised their talent
of invertion in every manner imagin-
avle, They ar at in-
venting new “religions” and such like
common things with which, as you
know, it is the prerogative ol every
Tom, Dick and Harry who ealls himself
a professor to meddle,

At the University of Chicago, that is
in the Divinity School of that Univer-
sity, they publish what is known as the
“Biblical World." 1t purports to be a
“religious” pamphlet. In a recent edi-

| tion of this paper, a writer who ails to
sign his name (perhaps he's
| has a prediction to make, He says
| there will shortly be established a “new
| religion” which will accept geology
| rather than Genesis, science rather
| than the Bible.
The leading principle of this religion
| will be *Whatever is, is true,” and the-
clogy will be sacrificed for this maxim,
| which means “nothing” if it means any-
| thing at all.
| This religion, to quote the editorial,
| “is disposed to welcome to its fellow-
ship not only all classes and conditions

especially adept

ashamed) |

of men in respeet to wealth, education |
and culture, but men of widely different |
types of theological belief or doubt, but |

not men of widely different moral pur- |

pose
The new type of Christianity will be
scientific. 1t will be ethical. It will be
social and altruistic.
What kind of a religion should one
call this? It cert
able * hodge-po

inly will be a miser-
ge" of whatever the
individual is ineclined to believe and
consequently whatever he is inclined to
do. The editorial says that everyor
will he admitted no matter how he dif-
fers from others in theological belief.
This practically leaves to the individual
the selection of a course of action
which will be in accordance with his
belief. Everyone can do just as he
pleases, for the simple reason that he
will be able to justify himself by his
belief.

Perhaps it is the purpose of the pro
fessors to originate a relig that will
please everyone., They seem to take
upon themselves the dietation of the
“fashion" in matters of religion, and
now they are trying their abilit in
another directiou ; they are striving to
please everyone, by allowing everyone
to belong to one religion and at the
same time hold to his individual belief

It would be just as wise wer
give one's time to the orig
plan by which American soldiers 1
fizht in the Japanese army, or hav
Yankee navies join and serve with the

nating

marines of the German navy.,
Let us take the very as

professors who advocate in
way, the “advance age « this re
ligion, and we can £ive en Y son
tradiotion to their faces I'here

searcely a single paragraph which does

not contain
that this reli g
and How can any re
be “ethical” when it allows its me
to believe what they please?  How can
you impose restraint on a man or have
him take to a common direction toward
moral purpose when you allow him to
believe otherwise than you do? Most
religions have some fundamental doe-

trine which must be belieyed under |

aceept certain things or you ave not a
member of that religion. The crudest
beliefs and the most elementally wrong
systems of worship demand this. But
| not so here. Those of different beliefs
are invited to become members. These
professors do not wish to appear narrow
| like the directors of other religions, so
they exclude no one. They invite the

infidel, the atbeist, the agnostic, the
| HABIT | Buddhist, the Mahommedan, the Pan-
| { theist and the Transmigrationist to
| § ik | join their ranks, and under the mysteri

ves all

McT
site t me

these diverse souls are to become “ethi-

m takin

o the | believing whatever he pleases, but then

introduced iuto it during the long space | t ik b o ey he is expected by the professors to act
of more than fifteen hundred years. | fre iness arid' s Gure § i tae as they do and just as every other mem
The ecenturions of Magdeburg by falsi- A sult Dr. McTaggart, 75 Yonge | ber of this religion does, Kveryone

fying historical documents out of their ‘l street, Toronto, Canada.

will believe what he pledses but all will
|

e with it | ous charm of their magic religion all |

LIQUOR HABIT . % sl roligion e S8 perviloge of |
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act alike. and all will be “ethical, social | only one belief, and when
and altruistic

) a person be- |
° lieves otherwise than as Christianity
One thing the professors do not seem | teaches, then he is no longer a Chris-
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and an insult to our free will. This
contention is not far away from the
atrocious declaration of Voo Hartmann,
| who teaches in page 359 of “ The Phil-

osophy of the Unknown,” that * it is
important to make the beast life known
to the young, that they may be re-
freshed and repose in it, for beasts are
happier than men,” Were men and
women to live up to the teachings of
Mark Twain and Von Hartman, crime
wonld reign with impunity, and the
midnight robber, the blood-stained as-
sassin, and the unfaithful wife might all
say, * We could not help it.’
their actions might be catalogued with
the ecardinal virtues. If the instruct-
ions of voung boys and girls were based
on such doetrines, they would learn
that * alie is not immoral,” that the

[

imand, * Thou shalt not steal,” was
to rule the wealk ; in
arn like the boy ol
that the disgraco
ng caught,
men of to-day and the intel-
of util
ity cannot lay claim to priority of
originality for thelr views, as their the-
ries were, a hundred years ago, antic-
ipated and reduced to practice by Bol-

made by the strong

fact, they would

1 Spartan sch

was not in stealing, but in be
The bea

lect

1al advocates of the * mor:

! ingbroke, by Mirabeau, who prematurely

died of his sexual excesses, and by Rob
espierre and his erowd, who worshipped
a fallen woman as their only god, and
raised on the high altar of Notre Dame
cathedral, Paris, a hariot for the adora-
tion of the mad men of the revolution.
The promoters of the doctrines of

“advanced thought,” the men who ar- |

rogate to themselves the title of * High-
er Crities,”

flesh,” would have us believe that

our civilization has hopelessly failed, |

and that to inaugurate a system super-
ior to anything now e
existed in past ages
place the instruction and training of the
children of the republic in their loving
and tender care,

The modesty of the request and the
remedial action proposed by these ene-
mies of Christianity commend them-
selves to fools. And right here we are
eye to eye with the supreme danger, for,
if Barnum is reported to have said,
“ a sucker ( that is, a fool) is born every
minute,” the majority is with the * men
of advanced thought,” Sir Robert Wal-
pole, who in 1737, was premier of Kng-
land, auticipated by many years the ep
gram of the * great American showman
as the following after-dinner conversa-

tion between Sir Robert and his son

Horace will prove :

“ 1 have often wondered, sir,” said
Horace Walpole, catehing his father in an
unusually communicative mood, ** what
can induce you to take into your most

| intimate councils that Lord Sundon.

Ing power.

In fact, |

who are simon-pure infidels |
and deniers of * Christ come in the |

isting, or that has |
we have but to |

ure your life, while you

You cannot insure

|
I have health, strength and earn-
1

you are worn out or sick,

and each day that you delay
makes it all the
obtamn

harder to
insurance.
you are wise you will

no further time with

excuses, but make application

for a policy in the

¢ SOLID AS THE CONTIN

Toronto

union with her; and our admiration
Lier saints living and dead.

“We should know ourselves stranger
to honor, [alse to ourselves, did we tr
to conceal these feelings under
mistaken notion that loyalty to our re
ligion compelled us to see good on
in ourselves. Nor ean we contemplute
the effects of that wonderful sacramen
system, visible in the patient devoti
to our Lord, so apparent among the
priests and people of the Latin Churct
without devout thanksgiving for ity
preservation throughout the ages,
tact, unwavering."

————e—— e

Sweeter than the perfume of rose
the possession of a kind, charitable,
selfish nature: a ready disposition te
for others any good turn in one's pows

1t is the salvation of a noble natur
have some task of selfdenial,
motive for self-sacrifice left, w
that made the daily burden of
durable has passed away. Hap
vho has habituated himsell to look

whole earthly career but as a
the reward, though not
fis as priceless as it is certa
Carlyle.

Very
Significant!
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(O’KEEFE'S LIQUID

to realize is this

. There must be
Il hold these mem
unity or there can be

of * society

some bond whic

bers together

no society. But upon the examiuation |
of their declarations we find that they
are laying a tive foundation for an ex-
plosion. I eannot reconcile the contra-
diction cont )
dom of bel

n the coneepts

1 * ethies, society

nd
pelieve in God or 1
can believe in myself, it matters n

altruism

but I am going to he as *ethical, socia

and as altruist s my neighbor !

This rel n is to be “altruistic " if

you plea

Imngine for yours

Epicare, the atheist, the Mahommedan

being *altraist Those who follow
the above men d behiels are going
t evote thetr wughts, t

r minds,

their live od of their net
bor and to th L of the man I
when the y fundamental ol thel

belief is *1 of self.,”  To will certain
ly be a remarkable religion that will

allow these men to hold to their indi-
vidnal beliefs and still by some magic |
bt that fundameutal of |

“love of self” to “altruism.,” Truly

the age of wouders has not passed |

There is another thing about this
religion which I do not think any sen-
| sible man can explain, It is this: How
in the nams »f common sense can these
| inventive » sfessors call their religion
| ¢ Christianity,” when they have them-
selves invited people of every belief to
| join? To my knowledge “Christianity”
| signifies the religion founded by Christ
| and which demands that the follower of
| that belief accept the divinity of Christ
and the fact that He and He alone re-
deemed the buman race. 1t allows of

sesame’’ chang

The underlying idea | tian.
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ity.
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As long as the professor: ere A 3
- PrOIessors were | A1 the world sets him down for an ass,
and upon my word, I do not think the
world is far wrong."”
“My dear Horace,” spoke back Sir
Robert, *the world is perfectly right ;
But they have not. They state that H“\'l'l‘flll‘]“.*"i,'\ll‘ man whom you justly
B 44 ) ~ e A g call an ass is of more use te me than all
their ** new type of Christianity will be | o0y oy t togethe T 1
scientific.” What right have they to | hesm e 1ie thoboros e e o'
of England, like the people of most other
countries, may be divided into two part-
ies, the wise and the fools, and I am
prime minister over both of them. Now,
| in bringing forward my measures, I
oy . know what the wise will think of the
The professors of the University of now what the wise will think of them,
Olicano are Yery bisy trtn. MKay wiw | but how am I to know what the other
1 for their de .| i”\'."\'l"‘ni '] © | party wiil think 2 So I submit them to
Thiets sahin CSEIRATIONS. | T opd Sundon, and, when I listen to him,
Their range of work is unlimited. They | ;' v 2ately woll whst the fool :
leap from fossils to faith, and sometimes | ooy SLELT WOlL WUkt the foolk pulak
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original enough to invent a new relig-
ion, ecertainly it would not have put a
tax upon their talents to invent a name,
It would have been more decent had
they done so.

use the term Christianity if they are
the advoeates of a religion whose best |
bid for popularity is the announcement |
that anyone, no matter what he believes,
can belong to it ?

8 4 Yoolo-
r fossils on faith, and 8 a Foolo:

etimes their faith on fossils, Their
is from bacteria to
Bibles, and they can by their applied
science estimate the worth of each in
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A Protestant Tribute

The American Catholie, a “high”
Protestant Episcopal organ published
in Los Angeles, says: “Destined as we
are to contend for prineiples which seem
to us of divine ordering, and so to be
brought into open controversy with the
Roman Church, we nevertheless do not
hesitate to aver our yearning for closer

\
Reverting to our article last week on l
“ Mark Twain and Luke Thu,” we :\rol
brought face to face by the doctrines of
Mark Twain's * Secret Book,” with the
effects of infidelity on the morals of a
nation, or a community. Webster de-
fines * immorality " to be a free act
contrary to the Divine Law,” and mor-
ality to be “a free act in conformity
with the Divine Law."” The opinions
advanced by Mark Twain in his “ Sec-
ret Book,” when followed to their logi-
cal end, are subversive of all morality.
The book teaches, not indeed by direct

At the Outset

Young married couples should start their house-keeping
careers aright. Remember, Mrs. June-Bride, that

statement, but by plain inference, that
lying, adultery, and injustice cannot be
| morally bad, being mechanical acts, but \
| that s are considere: g i
Will reduce inflamed, strained, | hat ”—““ - ¥ |‘ lr-h Pac bad only, in
n\\nll:-n Yendons, Ligaments, | the estimation of the ignorant, and that
Muscles Bruises, Cure the oh i 3 i i s di
S R r Sate T W ‘ such ignorant notions will soon be dis-
Splint.side 1ione or Bone spavin | pelled by the enlightened rays of a pro- ‘
lister, no hair gone, Horse can be . ive civili ion. |
S I T D tee . saos | Brossive clvillzation y :
. ra or delivered | The pretension that virtue and vice |
. are products, like sugar and vitriol that
e¢rime is the direct, natural and un-
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