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OUR BOYS AND GIRLS. {brisn
t { “B

" it ?
when Paul Ellis  unce rmoniously en !!""‘l ‘
tered the home of his friend, John | j
Markham. ¢ Hello Jack 1" he cried, | Y

Mother's Birthday.
1t was a frosty morning in November

o may 1 ask what it i3 you are conceal- | WRETY
jpg from view, sir! Been into mis. | you i

g bly., after the : | thoug
chiet, m-oha ly, after the manner of | T

small hoys whose mothers are gone.” ' ¢
This is said by way of pleasantry, for | “‘) “ ‘
poth lads were strapping boys of fifteen | o "\,

{hereahouts.

or | bott
For answer Jack drew forth a partly | iy
finished shelf, on which he was puttio ,
‘:n"‘ ornamental work. { d
Did you do all that with your
knife 2"’
Jack nodded.
¢ 11 must have taken a long t
What's it for, anyway "' o
s well, to-morrow 1 mot hey hirt}
day, vou know, wmd T oam making i
her. She doesn't knew @ e abo
it and now, while hie OnNe |
‘]»n'ﬂ v in the time to good wdvanta l‘
When I heard you T thought she had
CONN hack, and that's v hy I hid i
w Do you always do this sort of .
thing 2" asked Paul, as Jack fell X
whittling and whistling together
W What sort of thing—makin 1

shelves 2" inquired Jack,
“ No, 1 mean giving pr
mother, and and-—thin
“ Why, I always try
pirthday different
Qeems 1o me I'd feel real sneakin ear
not to notice it at all.  As little money (
» has, she always manages t y
ething extea for me when m)

frofm Dther  day

as moth
have
hirthday ¢ omes.'

Paul’s face flushed erimson at the un el

CONS ous rebuke these words e \ i
for him. Neverin his life had he giver
his mother t
potice of her }
pot quite sure
though he thought it wi

anything, or
rthday. Indeed

when the day

ing it same month,
I the

I can' ! re

't give her o

Pat d,
way | His mother had hie
made e anniversary of birthdav a | Wi

red \l pie 1T

v needed, 1 Buat it
vere struggle; and it ¥ 1

| that evening, when, sittl «
the fire, he brought his hand

the table with an emphatie @ 1

vhat, Paul?"" as
ho was
She w two years younger than
Their father had died several years be- | t]
fore, and the family had hada hard time | if
financially ever since. 1
‘aul 1d his sister of his own half
ans for their mother. \
Oh, that will be
eried, “* Why didn't we ever t
something like that bhefore?” I

| tr

just entering the r

for any one else. Mad

3 vhat mother needs I don't
] it to zet her.”’
| t icht a moment “ Yes, I
he needs a new dresst t of |4
dress she has is |

The best
| habby. But what cal 1]

't any money to amoul t

other has been teaching you

1o coc lately, and you do first rate. | ]
How 14 it do to get her off some
Wher the forenoon, and you have
ding cady when she comes hack 2"’

“Phat will do, if T can manage it. 1

l..m. o 1 can get Mrs. Jones down on
the er to make a birthday cake.
You

4 w she bakes for people some- 1
times, nd she

”‘m' 1 have enough money for that. |
' fing '

makes good cakes. Tj

out in the morning |
_The hirthday dawned elear at d beau
Uiful, neighhor, who was in the see-
Tof, seeret for Mrs, Ellis during the fore- |
'“'fi‘:“- d kept her till the dinner honr. ‘

y he returned, what was her sur ',
Drise (o see the table laid with

SNOWY

eloth, and a tempting dinner prej mﬂ}
:‘" Vel eroditable meal indeed, for a |
‘*"1" hirteen. In the center was @]
eautiful cake, with Mrs. Ellis" initials
0 . . N
A\]].v‘\[,A ‘\ pon learning what it was for

added several other
oraced the t \ble.
plate lay an un

d nes  had
dinties, which also g
Beside 'Mirs, Ellis'
opened parcel.

:]” Why, what does this mean, Madge T
1” finally managed to say. *You've
been oo {ing dinner alone, haven't you?
Sueh o nieo dinner, too!" she added.

“
You soe, mother, we haven't forgot-
ten 1

|
!
|
|

N Uay " gaid Madge, with a smile.
oo Lhe day 2—why, it is my birthday,
Yl(l\‘ I had almost forgotten it

wonder you forget it,"” replied
it .\\ln-x; everyone else always has.
UL we're not going to do that anymore.
;‘?":\\I please open that parcel. T want to
R how you like it."’
When "Mrs, Ellis saw the soft gray
nel dress goode within her cyos

]‘:n,]_ «“




