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OVERSEAS POLITICS AND ECONOMICS. Both parties agree, although thejy n, for mot sav so, 
that a strong navy is a British necessity^ îjhc fight is

The political situation in Great Britain is assuming *s bow *1'* bill therefor shall be >4jkipt old age 
phases which usually mark historic changes in a nation’s pension scheme, which is costing the con Brwmanjr mil- 
constitution and government. Lofd Roseberry, a deep *«ons of dollars annually, at the same i8* Rifiplementing 
thinker and one who has largely followed the lone fur- the appalling system of pauperism, ingnidBless origi- 
row, recently denounced Lloyd-Geor ge*s budget as rank nate<f with the Conservative party, b^iitg C^nkd out by 
socialism. Premier Asquith, who has more than once their Opposition. The dispute again if th lomlhe money 
been jyilling to go further than John Burns regarding shall be furnished. In mpre than one inst. n< ^ l he Mouse 
proposals favored by the labor party, retorted that it was °f Lords have vetoed Commons legislating, and this 
a poor man’s budget. Former Premier Balfour, who maimed legislation has to some extent liérriüBtcluded in 
has sat on the fence in a perilous position for many *he Budget, there being more than ewe way 
years, has finally fallen into the tariff reform garden, at ca*.- That the House of C ommons is 
the same time giving a broad hint that the House of extremes is demonstrated by its veiled 
Lords should reject the financial proposals of the Gov- the Lords vote down the Budget, the gt>y

possibly create sufficient Liberal peer3 to
In these incidents are manifest signs of a general m,|jor«ty «n the l pper Chamber, 

election. The budget is popular with the masses, not so I*1 °f this much political fckriqj apparent,
much because it is thoroughly understood by them, but general election within the next six jn >s appears 
because it throw's down the gage to the House of Lords, almost certain. The return of the (ipvjst . though 
The Upper Chamber would scarcely think for a moment by a smaller majority than hitherto* Is irfifll circum- 
of rejecting the budget as framed by the Commons, stances, most likely. The unpoularity :T I th» Govern- 
First, that action would be considered bv most Liberals ment with the Opposition and the 4fW I-ords is
and many Conservatives as unconstitutional and with pot merely politics. The present powers tjt*t be have
but one precedent therefor, far back in history. Again, their fingers far into the ribs; eg -ltd T. ulitions
the throwing out of the Chancellor of Exchequer’s pro- The feeling, universal in America, that J < fc is as good .
Posais would undoubtedly afford the Government an a* bis master, has fust found a half-tshf^red home in 
excellent partv cry with which to appeal to the country. Great Britain. The sentiment there. yi^h.ne been 
It would fan the* fire smouldering against the tapper birred by Socialistic actions and orator i| JfVhile the 
House, and would probably ensure the return of the laborer years ago cared not so much rt hr idle two 
Government with a good working majority. Mr. Bal- days out of six, an empty stomach mafofjl S| 
four’s hint that the Budget should be delicately side- when he was unemployed seven days ajv 
tracked will not likely be taken seriously. His adherence for the next seventy.
to the tariff reform movement gives thé British Conscr- The experience of the past few y#ta<8 tèirifns to have 
Yative partv practically their only battle whoop. v 1 amply demonstrated that there is a w|e: Iç <|pot some-
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