EXTRA REDUCED

this is a rare oppor-
at phenomenally low
i

 inches Tlong, fitted
hout best silk, fin-
lar $1s, for §3.75.

gth, Good Quality
throughout, finished

v cloth, qut double
stitching, lined satin.

e of
Ing.
| ‘advartage of this
and Youths’ Suits go
duced prices say:

- collar

regular
.. 80e

leated
t, sizes
250 to h
p1L.O9 @

, plain
| lined {f
asure ;
§2.80
double
egular

.25¢

vk

e breasted shirts,
1g sale 39c.
- for present wear,
e price 47¢.
tch Knit Shirts,
p1.00. Sale price

LED.

LIMITED.

Street. Moritreal
PSRRI i e Y

R e s

MONTREAL, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8§ 1902.

ABOUT PENSIONS. — A para-
graph, in an American exchange,
commences thus —*"The uik ot/lm:
‘sioning ex-presidents Js on again.
We are not conversant with needs of
the ex-Presidents of the American
Republic; but, we have no doubt
that there have been rulers of the
great Republic who missed, in after
life, the sums that they once were
in a position to handle. DBe that as
it may—speaking of our own coun-
try—we are strongly of opinion that
not a few of our once prominent
public men stand in need of a pen-
sion, and that it would be exceed-
ingly creditable to the country if
they were allowed to enjoy some
small revenue in their declining
years.. We have men who have pass-
ed from office to office; holding life
appointments, resigning them to
pattle for a principle, regaining
other positions, ascending to the
highest place w_ithin the gift of the
country, and then coming glown at
one jump, to the very foot of the
Jadder, there to recommence, under
altered circumstances with the win-
ters of age on their heads, the work
that they began a third of a cen-
tury or more ago. There is no pen-
gion, no superannuation for such
men. They gave their youth, their
manhood, their talents, their means,
their opportunities to the country,
and the country calmly contem-
plates them as they walk the diffi-
cult avenue of privation, There
is a lesson to ‘read in that para-
graph which we have quoted; but
who will teach it to the men that
control the administration of the
country’s affairs? ;

A DELICATE CONSCIENCE.—An
item of news from Newark, N.J,, in-
forms us that a Mrs. Ryan, of New
York, who is at present in the for-
mer city, received a letter contain-
ing five two-cent stamps, and ex-
plains that :—

“The stamps were equal in value
to some which the writer had taken

from Mrs. Ryan’s pocketbook twen-
ty years ago, when she was a teach-

er in the Newark Union School.””

This is an evidence of the practi-
cal results of the Church’s teach-
ings and of her discipline in mat-
ters regarding conscience. It is a
small thing, no doubt, but ‘‘straws
show the way the wind blows.”” It
is a pity that the same sentiment
does not animate the vast majority
of human race.

UNKNOWN BENEFACTORS. — A
very exceptional case, im connection
with donations to institutions, has
been reported of the Mount Sinai
Hospital. It appears that a man
and a woman gave that institution
the sum of $88,000. The President
said : ‘I have tried in vain to learn
who the generous donors are.”” And
he adds :— 3

“I wish to thank them. But I can
only learn that the gift is from a
woman and her brother—not of our
faith—in recognition of the non-sec~
tarian character of our institu-
tions.” »

This is not the general method-em-
ployed by those who make large
donations. As a rule;, there is no
difficulty in finding out who they
are. In fact, they seem to take a
special delight in having their names
published broadeast over the . coun-

might have made sure that his for-
tune would be divided, in part at
Jeast, as he desired; hut, like many
others, he held to it with a dying
clutch, Men who have accumulated
wealth - with difficulty and in early
struggles with poverty seem invin-
cibly averse to parting with any
considerable amount, to the last
gasp.”’

1t 'is not long since that our col-
umns contained a very important
contribution anent will-making and
if we remember rightly, the writer
advised the making of wills in a reg-
ular form, in order to avoid litiga-
tion, family disputes, and possibly
the ‘contravention. of the testator’s
desires. It seems to us that there is
nothing easier on earth than the
making of a proper will; yet a large
percentage of people, who have
something to -leave behind them,
constantly neglect this duty. Men,
who have gathered together a little
money, appear to think that every-
one else has designs upon it, and
that by making their wills they risk
bring deprived, during their lives of
the enjoyment of their wealth. It is
a foolish as well as a false idea. It
is right that a man should learn
what is to become of his means
when the power of death eventually
deprives himself of its possession.

 MIXED MARRIAGES. —Rev. Dr.
O’Reilly, speaking on mixed mar-
riages, a few Sundays ago, said :—

‘“The Church does not encour-
age mixed marriages, because you
know that they are a source of a
great deal of trouble not only from
a religious standpoint. but also for
the sake of peace and happiness in
the family circle. We often hear
those who have entered into a con-
tract of this kind express themselves
in later years that the difference in
religious wviews has been a great
gource of unhappiness. People should
consider these things in time as well
for the non-Catholic as for the
Catholic party.”’

It wil be seen by these remarks
that there is an unquestionable wis-
dom in the course taken by the

Catholic Church on this subject.
Protestants frequently consider the

Church’s attitude as indicative of
narrow-mindedness and bigotry; but
experience teaches that, both for
the Protestant ‘and the Catholic,
there is a principle of motherly af-
fection underlying the actions of the
Church. As’in every other case, s0
in that of matrimony, if the rules
and teachings of the Catholic
Church be carefully and honestly ex-
amined, they will be found to tend,
invariably, towards the well-being
of society and of the whole human
race. The more we examine into

the spirit and discipline of the
Church the more do we find them in
accord with every law—not only Di-
‘vine law, but the laws of nature.
All social laws, the laws.governing
our physical lives, the laws of
health, as well as the -laws of gen-
eral progress. .

CORK EXHIBITION.—It appears
that everything has been decided
regarding Cork’s coming interna-
tional exhibition to be opened in
‘Cork on the first of y next. The
Canadian Goveynment will erect a
pavillion with a floor space of 8,000
feet. It will also pay the charges
of its own exhibits, but not those
of private parties. Mr. Burns of
C to bave been select-
] “of the Commission
connection with Canadian dis-
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library ingntuatlon, is not at all
inclined in that direction. . The re-
port, containing this appeal, closes
with the statement that, ‘‘Instead
of coming nearer to getting hold of
all the people, the Protestant
churches are getting further away
from doing so.’”” If all that we
learn from the press and the Pro-
testant pulpits of the United States
be true, the churches that they ac-
tually possess are more than suffi-
cient to hold the people who fre-
quent them, What use would it be
for Mr. Carnegie, or ‘anybody else
to build a number of edifices, call
them churches, and leave them as
architectural monuments to the de-
cline of Protestantism?

THE IMPERIAL SESSION.—The
first week of the session in the Im-
perial Parliament has resulted in
very little. The fact that the Irish
members occupied the most. of the
time gnn attention of the House is
significant in one sense. Not that

any marked headway was made, but
simply because the Government was

made to understand that it has to
deal with a united Irish party, and
that there is no intention of al-
lowing the ultimate aims of Ireland
to be forgotten, does this beginning
of an important session appear af
some interest. The only remarkable
event, arising from the debates, was
the frank statement of John Mor-
ley, that he pledges himself anew to
a measure of Home Rule, such as
would give Ireland the same right of
self-government as the colonies en-
joy. We have no doubt that, as the
session proceeds, important develop-
ments will take place, and that
much will be done to-establish on a
more certain basis the prospects
that are ahead of the Irish Party.
It is yet too soon to cast the hor-
oscope of the future; still we feel
confident that the Government will
neither willingly grant any legisla-
tive concessions to Ireland, nor yet
strain the wire by any down-right
coercive measures. s

THE QUESTION BOX.—In read-
ing a report of the mission to non-
Catholics recently given, by Rev. X.
Sutton, in Penacook, N.H., we find
that a great many very serious men
belonging to different Protestant de-
nominations, made use of the Ques-
tion Box. It would appear by the
questions sent in that the sermons
of the mission must have produced a
very beneficial effect. The queries
that have been reported are certain-
ly of a more serious class than
might 'usually be expected. They .n-
dicate a desire, a sincere wish for
proper information on the great
truths of religion and upon the
teachings of the Catholic Church.
Again they show that the persons
asking for instruction on certain
points have already a fair and in-
telligent conception of Christian
doctrino. When men of a serious
turn of mind, animated with honest
intentions, sincerely desirous of
knowing the truth, and accustomed
to reflection upon matters of reli-
gion, came forward with questions
that naturally would suggest them-
se]veé to those outside the pale of
Catholicity, there is strong reason
to believe that they have been fav-
orably impressed, that prejudices
have been dispelled in their minds,
and that they are on the highway to
final conversion. At all events these
results, no matter what the final
outcome may be, are proof positive
that the more the world knows of
the Church the better she is appre-
ciated, .and the closer the non-Cath-
‘olics come in contact with our
clergy the deeper the sentiment of
respect for Catholic doctrine d
practices do they entertain. In this
connection we might remark that it
has almost invariably been  discov-
ered that the less the Church'san-

ists really knew about Catho-
re bitter have they
unciations of our

missions are Ccer-

ence to the Jesuits in England. A
short time ago a clergyman, a pro-
minent meémber of the Protestant
Alliance, applied to one of the
metropolitan magistrates for sum-
monses against three gentlemen for
becoming Jesuits within. the United
Kingdom. The magistrate refused to
issue the summonses and the clergy-
man applied through counsel for a
rule from the King’s Bench calling
on the magistrate to show cause

why he should not issue them.’”’
According to a clause in an old
statute entitled, ‘“An Act for the

Relief of Roman Catholic Subjects,””
any person after the commencement
of the Act who became a Jesuit
should be deemed guilty of a mis
demeanor. The magistrate consider-
ed the law as absolete, but the
Court of King’'s Bench decided other-
wise, on the ground that no lapse
of time can repeal a statute. No
matter whether it can or it cannot,
we simply consider the spirit that
could suggest the application of such
a law. Dut there is a revival, a
temporary revival, of that idea of
sor whatever you choose to call it,
and to this species of mental super-
excitement is due the whole trouble.

A despatch of Feb. 4th, from Lon-
don, telling of a meeting at Albert
Hall, and resolutions against allow-
ing Monks and Jesuits from other
countries coming to reside in Eng-
land, opens with this very signifi-
cant passage : ‘“The spirit of ultra-
Protestantism inherent in a large
section of the British public is in-
dulging just now in one of its peri-
odical aggressive manifestations.”’
The meeting was presided over by
Viécount Middleton, supported . by
Lord Kinnaird and Lord Overtoun.
According to the report :

‘““The speeches declared that there

was a conspiracy afoot to under-
mine the Protestant religion, and
denounced the dangers of the intro-

duction into Great DBritain of bodies
of celibate, militant Catholics, who
profess to be driven out of their

country by percecution. Was it
not a¥fact, asked Viscount Middle-
ton, that these orders were
pelled, sooner or later, to quit any
country where they established
themselves because they only ac-
knowledge the authority of their
own superiors, regardless of the law
of the land? Resolutions embodying
the objects of the meeting was pass-
ed with unanimous fervor. One of
these insisted upon the retention in
the sovereign’s oath of the rejection
of the ‘‘distinctive errors of the
Church of Rome.’’ Another condemn-
ed successive governments for al-
lowing violation of the law forbid-
ding monks and Jesuits to reside in
Great Britain, the existence of such
communities in the country being
pernicious to society and dangerous
to good government.”’

In the light of history, as well as
in that of common sense, all this
seems most childish. In fact, the
men who can be worked up to such
a point of unréasonable terror,

hom phantoms of their own crea-
tion can so seriously disturb, are
actually to be pitied. They imagine
that they are animated with zeal
for the Protestant cause, but they
are blind to the fact that the story
of all such movements tells of - an
ultimate gain for the. cause of
G{tholiclty. They set serious men
reflecting, and reflection brings about
conviction, and conviction entails
conversion.” The bulwarks of Pro-
testantism must have grown per-
ceptibly feeble within the past few
years, otherwise there would be no
need of such frantic efforts to repair
them: and to keep them from tumb-
ling into ruin. i

It is-passing strange that enlight-
ened men—enlightened on every, sub-
ject, save Catholicity — should be
still imposed on' with these fairy

ales of Jesuit terrors. We have ac
tually come to'the conclusion,  and

com-

a Jesuit conspiracy, or a Papal plot |

‘some time ago that the mo- |

it must be with the remoter hope of
wearing out the powers that nd
of hastening the downfall df 'the
present administration. The Premier
has clearly stated that he would ro-
gard an Irish Government as more
hostile and more dangerous to the
Empire than the Boer Government
of a short time ago. He declared
that he would never consent to give
the Irish people a home government
that would arm the people and sup-
ply them with munitions of ‘war
against England. He considers the
language of the present Irish leaders
more menacing than any used in the
days of Parnell or O’Connell.
Now this is about the substance of
Lord Salisbury’s statement which
was greeted with ‘‘tremendous ap-
plause.”” We do not pretend to be
inspired in matters of criticism; but,
frankly, we do not know which the
most to pity—the Premier who could
make such a series of absurd state-
ments, or the people who could be
induced to take them for the utter-
ances of wisdoin and statesmanship.
THE SIGN OF THE CROSS.— It
is surprising how very Catholic cer-
tain Anglican publications are, and
yet that they stop short at the very
door of Catholicity. Take for exam-
ple the ‘‘Angelus Magazine,”” or the
“Holy Cross Magazine;”’ in either
will you find some of the most beau-
tiful Catholic sentiments set forth.

After telling us, in one of its arti-
cles, on ‘“ Aids to Devotion’’ —an
article that dtals specially with

‘““The Sign of the Cross’’—that this
sign is ‘‘an epitome of the Chris-
tian Religion,”” that Anglican
lication says :—

‘““This holy sign is a weapon
signed against Satan, and vast num-
bers of people of the present day no
longer recognize the existence of the
devil or of his angels. The master-
stroke of the adversary in these lat-
ter days has been to make men re-
gard him as a figment of the imag-
ination, and it is not to be expe~ted
that they will care to guard them-
selves against one whom they have
ceased to fear. If men believed the
facts regarding Satan as they are
revealed in Scripture, and realized
him to be indeed a person armed
with awful powers for the destruc-
tion of souls, they would not he so

pub-

de-

heedless in regard to means which
God has provided for his over-
throw.”’

Here is a sermon that might be
preached in any Catholic pulpit, and
which is based upon a very solemn
truth. It has been, from time im-
memorial, a trick of the Evil one to
induce men to disbelieve in his per-
sonal existence. Once that point is
gained the rest of his infernal work
is easy. The eunemy that we ignore
is far more dangerous than the one
we know and dread. But what is
most remarkable, to our mind, is
the fine conception of the writer,
above quoted, of the distinctively
Catholic symbol—the Sign of the
Cross. Yet, strange to say, while
recognizing that sign and all its
potency, while admitting all the
great truths in connection with the
Blessed Virgin Mary, while accept-
ing some of the most beautiful doc-
trines of the Catholic Church, these
Christian men persist in: remaining
antagonistic to that Church. There
surely will yet fall a ray of illumine
ating grace upon such souls, so that
eventually they may have the hap-
piness of belonging to the one true
fold.

VACCINATION.

Among the means of prevention
most rationally suggested is the ob-
servance of cleanly living, cleanly
habits, says the London ‘“Universe,”’
and cleanly feeding, so much so that
those who do not believe in vac-
ecination as a preventive trace the

last century’s comparative freedom
from the dread disease to the gener-
vulnlmvrovmnu in the way of these

ons. Personally we
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All our societies may have Dbrief

reports of their public meetings and
socials published in this column by

sending them to this office with an
order of the President or 'Secretary.
All communications should reach us
not later than Wednesday evening,
in order to be published in the cur-
rent issue.

Preference will be given to those
societies which furnish exclusive re-
ports to the ‘“True Witness.”
OOOOOOOOOOOOQO—O—OOOOOOO

C.M.B.A., OF CANADA.—On iSun-
day last the rotunda of the Windsor
Hotel was the scene of a large and
enthusiastic gathering of ificers
and members of the C.M.B.A,, of
Canada, who assembled to welcome
the grand board of trustees of the
organization. Among those present
were : Grand Deputies Costigan,
Carpenter,  Feecley; Chancellors Alex,
D. McGillis, T. P. Tansey, Jer, Cof-

fey, President Sears, Branch 24;
Grand Chancellor Coffey, of Lon-
don.

The members of the grand board
of trustees present were: Hon. M.
F. Hackett, grand president, Stan-
stead; Mcssrs. 8. R. Brown, grand
secretary, London, Ont.; J. E. How-
London, Ont.; Hon. F. 1.
Ottawa; Rev. Father

ison,
Latchford,

Crinnon, Dunville, Ont,; Dr. Father
Crinion, Dunville, Ont.; Dr. King-
ston; P. J. O'Keefe, St. John, N.
B.; J. C. Chishold, Halifax, and

Charles Dupont Hebert, Three Rive
ers.

The grand officers attended High
Mass at St. James Cathedral, and
after lunch they, accompanied by
Grand Deputy J. J. Costigan,
Grand Deputy G. A. Carpenter, Bro,
Tansey, and others, called upon His
Grace Archbishop Bruchesi, who re-
ceived them most cordially. Vicare
General Mgr. Racicot, Rev. Father
Archambault and others were pre-
sent.,

On Monday evening an open meet~
ing rand reception in honor of the-
distinguished visitors was held in
St. Patrick’s Hall, the cozy quarte
ers of Branch Ne. 26, at which ad-
dresses were delivered by the Grand
President and others. 4

ST. ANTHONY’S YOUNG MEN.—
The annual meeting of St. Antho-
ny’s Young Men’s Society, which
was held on Sunday last, was one
of more than usual interest, owing
to the number of nominations far
the various offices. Rev. John B,
Donnelly, pastor of St. Anthony’s
and spiritual director of the Bocie-
ty was present and manifested much
interest in the proceedings. The fol-
lowing officers were elected : Presi-
dent, Jos, T. O'Connor, re-elected ;
vice-president, H. T. Sullivan; secre-
tary, W. A. McEvilla; assistant se-
cretary, J) C. Kearney; librarian,
J. R. Walsh; councillors, W. J. Mc-~
Gee, re-elected; J. White, W. J.
Berrigan, i

The annual reports of the presi-
dent, secretary and treasurer which
were submitted to the meeting bore
evidence of the fact that the young

“know a thing or two.”
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RESOLUTIONS OF CONDOL-

tion of condolence was passed
 veying the sincere sympathy

men of the ‘‘baby'’ Irish parish =

ENCE.—At the last regular meeting
of Division No. 3, A.0.H., a resolu-




