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A Centvryv and a Half of
Goo ' Work

CANADA is often spoken of as a ‘‘new
country,’”’ or a ‘‘young country.”’ New
aud vonng it is in comparison with the ecoun-
tries of the old world. But many events
are oceurring to remind nus that, to say the
least, we are getting along in years. A mod-
est celebration a few years ago at Annapolis
Royal, and a much grander one a little later
at Quebee, emyhasized the fact that three
centuries had elapsed since the  forefathers
first established settlements on the shores of
the Bay of Mundy and the St. Lawrence river.
A Memorial Tower erected near Halifax tells
us that the boon of Parliamentary institutions
has been with us for over one hundred and
fifty years. In the business, religious and so-
cial circles we are reminded of the presence
of institutions of long standing. - A great
banking institution proclaims with pride that
it has entered upon the second century of its
carcer. At Halifax to-day, a Secottish social
and charitable organization, tha North British
Society, is celebrating its one hundred and
fiftieth anniversary. On the 26th of March,
1768, at the house of one of their number,
there assembled a group of men whose names,
for the most part; declared whence they cawne
-——Taylor, Gillespic, Scott, McLennan, Killo,
CGlark, Fraser, Harkness, Geddes, Morrison,
Thomson, MeCrae, Luke—who resolved to
formn ““The North British Society, or Scots
("ab.”" There was no bank in those days—-
not/ until fifty years later was our oldest
bank established—but the records show that
in the very first step of the movement the
paramount necessity of caring for the funds
was well recognized. In the place that the
bank would occupy in a similar movement to-
day, there was established the Box—with a
capital B to mark its importance. It was no
mere incidental reference that was made to
this Box. Before doing anything else these
thrifty Scots gave assurance to their brither
Scots and to the world that the siller would
be looked after. Thus articles 1 and 2 of the
constitution read:

““Article 1.  Every member joining this
Society shall pay seven shillings and six-
pence, to be deposited into the Box, and
one shilling for the good of the house the
first night.

‘“Article 2. That a proper Box be pro-
vided, at the charge of the Sbociety, with
three locks and keys; those keys to be
kept by pr.oper nersons appointed by said
Society, for to eep said money as may
be delivered into said Box from time to
time—all the money that shall arise for
the benefit of said Soeciety.’”’

It is to be observed that there were not

Jﬁin}ilg& rgssr_gnce in a later Article, which fixes
“the hours of the monthly meetings—to last

merely three keys, but three locks, apparently
three separate locks, giving assurance that not
one bawbee would be drawn from that Box
until all three of the ‘‘proper persons’’ fore-
g-theved for the solemn funection. Although
the rules are silent on \this point, it is a fair
inference that there was a slit in the top of
the Box, for mention is made at several points
of circumstances under which tlie members
were required to deposit sixpence in the Box.
It would seem that there was every facility
for putting money into the Box, but as for
getting anything out of it, nothing less than
the united efforts of three sturdy Scots could
arecomplish that, That treble system of locks
and lockmen probably was.as good a security
as the bank’s double liability of the present
day.

There is food for thought, in the dry times
of to-day, in that provision in Article 1 which
required from every member ‘‘one shilling
for the good of the house the first night.”
One’s curiosity as to the meaning of the words
“for the good of the house’” is increased by a

f ~m seven to nine in the summer, and from
six to eight in the wénter-—‘at which time.each
member shall pay the Treasurcr one shilling
for the use of the Box, and sixpence for the
benefit of the house where the Society may
meet according to appointment.”” It might not
be wise to assume that these meetings were
conducted on prohibition principles. Indeed,
in another article reference is made to the
possibility that there might be a thirst that
would require quenching, and there is a warn-
ing that only the Moderator or Stewards can
o'Aer liquor for the Society, and that any
other member ordering is to ‘‘pay for what-
ever he may call for himself.”” In those good
old times almost everybody indulged in a wee
drap. But it is worthy of note that, accord-
ing to the hours fixed for the meetings, the
Scots were sent home at nine o’clock at the
latest; and an hour earlier in the winter. At
some time in the long history of the Society
that rule must hawe been so amended as to
allow the singing of “We won’t go home till
morning."”’ )

The records of the old North British afford
evidence of the wholesome change that has
come over the habits of the people. At a meet-
ing some years ago the Secretary brought out
the minutes of a similar gathering just one
hundred years earlier. Among other things
the book recorded the quantity of liquers con-
sumed. ‘““You will see,”” he commented, ‘‘that
there were three bottles to a man that night.
To-night, I venture 1o say, it wi'l he thrée
men to a bottle.”’

That the old Society had due regard from

the begmning to the maintenance of a cor-
tect moral tone is shown by the following:
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