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FIRE INSURANCE PREMIUMS IN MONTREAL.

Amounted to 12,836,000 In 1908, end abont 
12.276.000 In 1007.

From thr annual returns to the city authorities 
••f Montreal, hy the fire insurance companies for 
the purposes of taxation, we give lielow the 
amount of city premiums for the years igo6, I go/ 
and tgo8:

comparison with the same months of tgo/ and igo8, 
and shows the losses for the balance of tliose two 
years Canada's losses thus far this year prob
ably represent over $16,500,000 of the whole 
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Canada unfortunately contributed an unusually 
large amount in October about $2,500,000. This 
included the Midland lumber yard fire of $350,am 
and the (juchée wharf losses of $ 1,200,000.

l hc Journal of Commerce states that larger fire 
insurance companies, having a well distributed 
business, will have a fairly good year if there arc 
no abnormal losses during November and Decem
ber. The experience of the first half of Igog was 
decidedly bad for most companies, but the third 
quarter of the year showed more satisfactory 
results in the United States.

QUEBEC WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION ACT AND 
EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY KATES.

On January 1, the New Workmen’s Compensa
tion Act goes into effect throughout the Province 
of (jucliec. Naturally, employers and underwrit
ers are both giving thought to the changes that 
will be necessary in premium rates for employers' 
liability insurance. The accident underwriters 
have lieen threshing the matter out in joint con
sultation at Toronto. That some advance will 
have to be made in rates is a foregone conclusion

the cx|iericnrc under somewhat similar legislation 
m other provinces leaves no option as to this. As 
to the rumour that the advance will be fifty per 
ivnt or over, The CHRONICLE learns on good au
thority that this is rather an alarmist rcjMirt, and 
that the increase will more likely lie around 25 or 
33 ) i 1 x-r cent.
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Pig Iron Production m the United States for 
October, as estimated by The Iron Trade Review, 
was 2,565,<>85 tons, establishing a new record. The 
increase was l8g,g46 tons over the September out
put, and juti.jg; tons more than the 2,3$g,6go tons 
in October, igo/. The total production for the ten 
completed months was 20,083,345 tons, which com
pares with 15,680,140 tons for the full year lgo8 
and 25,2g/,/32 tons in 1 go/—the Iron Trade Re
view's figures, though the American Iron and Steel 
Association gives the igo/ melt as 25,/81.361 tons

The National Banks of the United States are 
finding difficulty in keeping out their redundant 
I Kind-based circulation. This appears in the fact 
that the Panama Canal issue of 2 per rent Govern
ment bonds is slipping below par and the regular 
consols of ig3o are barely above the line.

! • Estimated.
•• Included in Commercial Union. 
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THE OCTOBER FIRE LOIS.

Dominion'. Property Losers thus For during 1909 
nrr nbont Onr-trnth of Combined United Stntrs 

uni! Cnnndlnn Showing.

I Ik- fire loss of the United States and Canada 
for the month of (Vtolier, as compiled by the New 
York Journal of Commerce reaches the sum of 
$l/,/05,2t«) This, while large, is some $5,(«10,000 
less than was credited against the same month last 
year The following table gives the fire loss 
figures for the first ten months of this year, in


