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(he verge i»f liankmplcy; or an irresponsible, thieving grow <m political trees, and must be looked f e |
concern secure a license to <l<> business in a parti- [ ef «where, And there is need lor re-orm in this di- j
cular State just because id the ability id its officers reel ion. The interests involved are id too great mag- 
to “pull the wool over the eyes" of the department niltule to he trifled with, but, on the contrary, are 
official by false representations, or. as lias I teen fre- I entitled to the best services obtainable. If it is worth
qucntly hinted at, ‘soaping the slide.' Such things j the while of a State to supervise the insurance Ini- -
have happened, and arc liable to hapjien again. I ness in its borders, it is certainly worth its while to
Naturally enough such things raise questions as to j see that it is done as well as possible. This is 
the value and efficiency of State supervision, and true now as a rule, and until it becomes so there will 
create a demand for its ainsi slmicnt as % needle-s he a recurrence id those cases which tend to créa'

the feeling that insurance de|<artments are inefficient 
and of little value. The fact might as well be recog
nized that State supervision is here to stay; that it is 
defective in its methods of application, and remedies 
should be devised to improve it if |><>ssib]c."

l ien if National supervision may never be a realiti. 
the “Indicator" agrees with our statement of Januar 
last, made during the discussion of the I'latt Hill, 
namely, that the weakness of the present system ot 
separate State Departments is due to the frequent 
removal of capable and efficient siqx-rvisors to make 
room for the representatives id a new administration
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expense.
"Hut the plan itself is all right. The defect lies 

back of this, and exist- mainly in the methods In 
which the officials in charge are placed there. In 
a few States the office is an elective one, but in the 
majority, the incumbent is a|ipointed by the < inventor. 
In either case, the result is the same—the office de
generate- into a p ilitical affair, and becomes a factor 
in the running id the political machine, 
victors belong the spills," and one id these spoils, 
and In no mean- an insignificant one. is the office of

“To the

insurance commissioner or whatever it may be de
signated Hence, after every "|>olitiral revolution" 
involving a change in the party in power, there i- a 
scramble for this as well as other fat position-. There
fore, m States where the two parties are alunit evenly 
balanced, bringing alxmt an idt repcatesl change in 
administrations, it hapjiens that there are frequent 
change- in insurance officials. Some States have had 
four and five such officers in a |>eriod id ten or twelve 
'ears, one officer hardly In coming accustomed to the 
duties of the |ositii>ti before he is compelled to step 
down and out for a successor id the other jiolitical 
stripe Hut this state of things, had as it is. is made 
worse In the fact that the office, instead of being 
bestowed u|w.n a man versed in the insurance business, 
and even recommended by the insurance fraternity, 
is given to some p ditician as a reward for 
rendered to the party in power. Such men know 
anxi-t nothing alunit the insurance business or the 
requirements of the jiosition, and while they are learn
ing IhkIi they make mistakes for which the people 
suffer. And then, if they succeed in overcoming these 
difficulties, and developing into efficient officials, the 
pditical wheel revolves once more, and out they go.
I here are notable exceptions to this, prom tient among 
them being the Insurance Commissioner ot Michigan, 
who i- an cx|K-rt accountant, and hail been connected 
with the department for some time as chief examiner 
under his predecessor, and was well qualified to fill 
the posit ion <d commissioner His case, however, is 
an exception to the rule.
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riRE Ml COTTOW.

Iliis subject is a large one in the s- n-e. b dh of 
its importance to fire companies, and the scope of 
treatment needed to do it even partial justice. Cotton 
has been so much discussed for many, many years 
that but little that is new remains to be said almut it. 
The dangers incidental to its transjiortation, storage 
and handling are well known, and yet it remains tin- 
same dangerous, treacherous commodity it always 
has been, and. in all human probability, always will 
be. Precautions of a practical character are constant
ly being suggested, but cotton remains a hurtling king. 
I here now seems to be a strong belief that the recent 
terrible destruction of life and property at Hoboken 
is traceable to fire breaking out among some cotton 
hales.

services

The inflammability of cotton makes its lacking the 
first consideration when preparing same for storage 
<>r shipment, and still the system of packing and load
ing cotton is continually the subject of discussion. 
•tic staple is known to be 
risk under

an exceedingly hazardous 
even the most favourable conditions and 

yet experience is constantly showing that those who 
iiaiiule cotton an<l provide 
storage have little regard for fire

accommodation for its 
.... prevention or pro

ie mu erhajis. if the rati-» for insuring cotton were 
nude adequate, i, might lead to the general adoption 
of some ,d the many methods proposed from time 
to time for preventing its destruction by fire. The risk 
attached to cotton m warehouse, and the minimizing of 
said risk by proper compression and baling, received 
he special attention of the British Fire Protection 

Committee less than two vrars ago. ( Iwing to great 
fires caused by the storage of cotton in Liverpool, 
an investigation was held, and the fires were made the 
means for comparison between the immunity from

could he selected for the pvsition 
cum .d Ins fitness fix it. and regardless of his Hitical 
hia», ami then appointed for a long term, i 
years or more, the State insurance dqurtment would 
Ik- conducted ,w their merits The duties are peculiar 
and require peculiar qualifications. "|Tie
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men who
can lien fill the hill arc not id tboar, as a rule, who
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