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THE VHJNU AtU-UE-GAMt*.
« Oh, Edward,*» murmured Julia Harcourt 

t« her mother, as »he l.ud her huad ujiun 
lus shoulder, believtug trowel! unobserved, 
•* where will you he «1 this hour to-ruorrow 
evening f”

He answered only by an aflvctwnal* pres
sure ol the hand which he held in his ; the 
tears started in las eyes, but anxiou» In con
ceal his emotions, he turned loin» lather, and 
was about to address him.

“ My children,’’ said the General tenderly, 
*• there is no need ol eon ce a line at el feelings, 
which honor rather than disgrace our nature. 
Von, Edward, will not make a worse soldier 
because your sister’s tears have brought a cor
responding sympathy to your eyes ; not will 
you, Julia, enjoy less the lutuie honor U"your 
brother, because you now weep that he must 
wave y ou. And think not,*1 added he, in a 
voue which gradually lost it* dimness as he 
continued to speak, *• think not tuat the mo
ment wiien a sou is alsnit to quit his parental 
loot, and engage in the bust- scenes of tile, 
h a painless one to a father. In hiui, to natu
ral regret is joined a knowledge of the shoals 
and quicksands that lie in his j*tth, and re- 
1 item xi uitcc of these gives to the anxiety ol 
maturity the acuWttee of sorrow tuat projierly 
»elong* to youth.” He paused, and tin it with 
greater steadiness continued The path 
«elbre you, however, is an honorable' and an 
open one. Acquit yourself in it, therefore, 
.is becomes a man and a Christian, hut 1 will 
not now re pea', the advice i have so earnestly 
given you, and the more so as t am hot aware 
that 1 ..ave omitted any material point of con
duct. On one subject alone 1 have been le»* 
diffuse than you might probably have expect
ed me to be, but this arose solely from its 
’>eing loo painful a openly upon.”
He passed his hand over his brow, but . ouht 
not conceal the agitation of his features 
“ Here is a packet, however,” added he, 
“ which will supply the omission : read the 
larrativi it contains attentively, and oh! may 

you escape tlte anguish that its writer has 
been so long doomed to feel !”

Edward received the paper with reverence, 
and the General now rising, lirveutly blessed 
•H>th his children, and retired to rest»

This was tin- last evening that Edward 
Harcourt was to spend in his father’s house 
previous to his joining his regiment, which 
vas under sailing ord<*ts lor Spain. Hu was 

a high-spirited amiable youth, the secret pride 
• I ins fattier, and the avowed delight of his 

.•rater. Hi liad scarcely passed his seventeenth 
> car ; hut in talents, manner and appearance, 
ne was many years older. The next day saw 
him far on Ins journey inwards the metropolis, 
where, having remained only nutflcient time 
V) equip hitusell", he proceeded to Plymouth, 
and was soon afterwards launched on the bo* 
» j.n of the ocean, under u favourable wind, 
and with companions whose spirits were M- 
uuiit as buoyant as his own.

He had hitherto.been u*i much engaged to 
•pen the packet which the General liait given 
him, or indeed scarcely to give it a thought ; 
ml he had now abundance of leisure for the 
purpose, and withdrawing himself from obser
vation, be with no slight degree of interest, 
-I it unminglvd with curiosity, broke tin seal. 
1 to* latter feeling had jirobably not obtruded 
itself, but for the idea that it contained an t in- 
idati ut of an occasional melancholy, which 

both lie and his sister had observed in their 
father, ari l which had excited alike their sur
prise and commiseration. Loved and respect
'd by them in the highest degree, they had 

carelully abstained from appearing to notice it, 
and had sought only by every delicate and 
tender attention, to win him from Ids abstrar- 
ti m, and to soothe him to composure and 
c.l ccrfulness. Frequently, even in moments 
of paternal tenderness and delight, when his 
In east appeared to overflow with the purest 
tolicity, a look of indescribable agony would 
ensue, and tears, which he endeavoured in 
min to conceal, would start from his eyes.

A natural feeling of respect and delicacy 
made him pause before he could examine the 
; aper which h# held in his hand. This he

found to lie a long letter from the General, 
who, after enlorcing many excellent rules tor 
bis future conduct, thus proceeded

*• And now, Edward, k*t me address you ou 
a subject to which 1 attach the dee jural im
portance. i mean that ot uucihng. hy every 
consideration, moral and divine—by every tie 
of allection lu me, of allegiance to your king, 
and of duty to y our God,— 1 charge y ou never 
to be eitheri a pfuicijaU or an accessory, in i. 
crime which luuson and religion alike con
demn a» utterly ludelensible, although false 
honor and heartless sopliistry have endeavour* 
ed to vstatilish its propriety and necessity. 
Continue I» preserve that control over y oui 
passions which Iras hitherto distinguished you ; 
give no utteuce, and bo not ready tv receive 
•me} enter into no dispute, and whilst with a 
manly h unties* you out am your own indepen
dence ot thought and action, avoid all inter* 
terciKe with that of utheis, never forgetting 
that when you become a soldier, you ceased 
not to be a Christian ; but increased, rather 
than dimiuislieti your «litigations, by having 
dedicated that life to your king, wiiicit you 
received from your God, lor the jiroper ttispo- 
sal of which you are now accountable to both.

41 U» t if uiguiiivnt tail, let the recital I an. 
about lu make, effectually deter you from the 
commission of sv lx-mous an nil/nee. Ve», 1 
will raise tiie veil that has long covered Uiv 
anguish ol my heart, although 1 am well a- 
war< that tin' « llort will be most distressing to 
urn, arid that tin: exposure nl past ftrors to a 
«Mi's ryes must prove a billet task to a lathi i.

"1*4 early destined tike y .mise it to (he 
truly„ and entered upon lue with prospects as 
tan .«syour own. My tormexions were pow- 
erlui, my fortune • is good, and my tirends 
consequently u«te numerous. Nature Inal 
done much for me, adventitious i ircumdi.n, .. 
more. My society was everywhere sought, 1 
was a general favourite, Mini though reason 
pointed out the mni.ve ot the attention i re
ceived,self-love and Vanity resolved the un
meaning homage into a dent due my peculiar 
merit. | tiecame addicted to pleasure, grew 
haughty and impatient of control, and while 
l pursued gratiht ations which my better j.rin- 
ciples condeilmeil, i allowed ueitlier the in
ward monitor of my own breast, nor the re
monstrances of in y real friends, to have any 
influente over my actions. Real friend*, 
perhaps, I had few ; but i pnsse&srtt viie,~ 
alas ! how my heart throbs at the recollection ! 
whose worth alone was sufficient to outweigh 
the loss ol hundreds. Mellville was my cousin 
by niy umtlier's side—he, too, was an only son ; 
buta» Iiis parents were by no means m aitluvnt 
circumstances, lie became at the death «•! his 
father entirely dependent ujiun mine. We had 
been brought up together, and lie had hitherto 
shared in ail the advantages which had been 
so liberally bestowed upon me. I fear he was 
much more attached to my person than I was 
alive to his merits. We were indeed very 
dissimilar. He was gentle, patient, endowed 
with extraordinary powers ol svlt-controul, 
moderate in all is desires, just, honourable, 
generous and brave ; while equally correct in 
practice as in , Lis rectitude amidst
all temptation remained unshaken. My tears 
tall fast at this feeble testimony to hi* worth . 
alas ! that the loss of blessings should lierai 
teach us their value.

“ Melville itad frequently, in forcible hut 
gentle terms, remonstrated with me on my 
conduct. 1 at first listened to him without dis
pleasure, iuid even with secre. admiration of 
the manner lie adopted towards me, hut in pro- 
jiortion as iny hefiaviour grew irregular, am! 
the upbraiding»of my conscience mote severe, 
his admonitions became less endurable. The 
sneers, also, of tuy profligate ussociuti s at his 
influence provoked me, and I gradually ab
sented myself from his society, till at length 
l totally withdrew myselffrom him. Melville 
Wi i much hurt by this procedure, and for a 
time endeavouted by every means to win 
back with confidence, but finding that he ra
llier defeated than jironioted his views by seek
ing me, he forbode to intrude. Often did my 
heart reproach me for the unmanliness 
and ingratitude of my conduct, and as often 
did 1 long for a renewal of that cordiality

wt id was once my happiness, and had al
ways been my saleIv ; hut j tide and the ridi
cule of my companions withheld me from 
making any advance towatds a better under
standing, and in the end 1 scarcely even deign
ed to speak to him.

Among other r\il propensities, | had con. 
traded a love of gaming, to sujipty which even 
the liberal allowance ot iny lati.ei was inade
quate. I became involved in debt, and was 
guilty of many petty ails of meanness, which 
at « former period of my life 1 should have 
ahhoneU, Alas ! little did i think at the time 
that it was Melville, the honourable self-de
nying Melville, who out ol the savings of his 
own comparatively scanty purse, preserved 
me frequently front exposure from toy trades- 
people. 1 thought neither <1 him nor of them, 
1 was selfish, wilfully heedless and extrava
gant, merely because I would not allow ui>- 
sell to reflect.

*• One evening 1 had played to a conside
rable amount, amt had lieeu partimlaily un. 
fortunate. In my agitation, 1 drank laigely, 
and thus the irritation of intoxication was a tid
ed to the irritation of excited feeling. He 
were seated in our tent, lw: it was summer.— 
Mellville passed a* on hie way to the guard- 
room. He cast, or I fancied that he vast, a 
look of peculiar meaning Iowan • me. I w as 
provoked at having been seen at all hy him, 
and I turned myself from him with as tittle ap
parent intention as possible. He, liowvvi r, 
turned buck, and doing so apj loached the tent 
more nearly. This 1 thorn: M w as done for the 
express propose of observation, and I left ex
ceedingly vexed, though I forbore* to say a 
word. * H hut »» the curious tool looking at #’ 
exclaimed one of my companions, * does he 
think that He is to mount guard huje'f’ • No, 
no,* rejoined another, » he i* already wt the 
watch. Harcourt, this will In- a pretty tak to 
report to y mir father.1 I was almost mad at 
the suggestion, when unfortunately for both, 
he it'Auin passed, tin uuh yet apparently in 
haste. I sprang out, and in a voice of rage 
accused him ol t ie m>mums of watching roc. 
He bore my id-use with calmness end in si
lence, nay ivt u an expn ssion ol pity was vi
sible on his features, hut this only mtiamvtl me 
still more. I taxed him with an intention of 
betraying me to my lather. Then, and then 
only, hie eyes flashed w ith indignation. * It is 
taise,’ said he warmly ; * abominably false.’ 
He sjiokv only with the emphasis of outraged 
and «suited feelimr, but my companions con* 
strued his words into that which was not to be 
endured by a gentleman, and insisted that an 
ajiology was due my injured honour. * 1 van 
make no apology,* exclaimed Melville,1 when 

11 have committed no offence. My cousin must 
do as he pleases—tie knows his own injifltice 
too well to jn tsist in it.' Alus ! I did not know 

1 it hut 1 was too much disoidered, too much 
goaded on by others to own it and— Hut I must 
hasten to the dreadful catastrophe. My tom- 

i panions insisted on a meeting, and that inmic- 
diotaly ; it took place— 1 had the first file—it 
was fatal—Melville fell *

“ The mists of passr<>n and intoxication 
laded at once from my eyes. ! ran to him 
ami raised him in my arms. The cold dew 
of death was already gathering on his brow, 
hut he was sensible to my affection and des
pair. 1 1 have been greatly to blame,* he 
uttered with great difficulty ; 1 bear witness 
that 1 acquit him entirely of any evil intent 
towards me. hear Harcourt,* he more faint
ly murmured, 1 comjiose yourself, 1 entirely 
forgive y ou—bn kind to my poor mother.’— 
He feebly threw Ins arm around my neck, I 
b« nt to receive his last kiss, and sunk fainting 
to the ground.

“ The affair w as represented in a manner 
that exonerated me from |mni»hment, and it 
w as soon forgotten among my companions. 1 
became, however, an altered man ; and so far 
poor Melville had not died in vain. I rose 
rapidly in my profession ; the most brilliant 
success attended me throughout my military 
career; rank, honour, and reputation, were li
berally bestow ed on me ; nor was 1 less fortu
nate in private and domestic life. Happy in 
my friends, my wife, and my children ; easy 
in my circumstances, and esteemed by society

in general, toy lot has been blessed beyond 
that of other*; hut my fecility has never neen 
without severe alloy. The image of my 
bleeding and dying friend has pursued me 
every where, arid mingled a drop of exquisite 
Ultvmess in my cun. Amidst the applause of 
assembled multitudes, or the congratulations 
of Iriead*; in the endearments of connubial 
love, ot the tond delights of a parent, the re
membrance of Melville has constantly risen 
to my imagination, and wrung my heart with 
agony. 2So might he have been honoured ; so 
bright mien' have been his career ; so tender
ly might Tie rave been loved by an amiable 
wife ; and children, dutiful and affectionate as 
mine, might have clasped his knees and called 
him father—lull for me. The still small voice 
of ronsfivnto has unremittingly denounced 
me to myself es a murderer, and all the tears 
of penitence that i have shed, are still inailt- 
quati to wash away the remembrance of my 
< inn», Even the satisfaction and comfmt 
which I have derived from the san^ sari 
source, for better knowledge of mysflBtias 
taught me to regret the more severely the ad
vantages ol which 1 had deprived him. In 
the midst of youth, and as he would have 
owned, unprepared to meet his God, my hand 
shut the gates of repente nee upon him, am! 
sent him with all his frailties on his head, to 
that dread tribunal, from which there is nei
ther appeal nor escape,

41 Hut t will not jiress the melancholy sub
ject further. I am siek at heait, end ran only 
say, go, my beloved hoy, avoid your father’s 
example and he happy.’*

Edward tend witli deep attention and con
siderable emotion, his father’s noiralive.— 
** You shall he obeyed, dearest and best of 
parents,” said he, as he carefully returned it 
to a place of safety. 11 Let it cost me what it 
may, 1 will never, never incur such a load of
misery on my iwute years as you nave describ
ed.’»

He landed safely at Lisbon, and proceeded 
with all epeed to join the division to which Ills 
regiment W»1 attached. Active operations had 
not yet con.minced, though vigorous propor
tions were making for the ensuing campaign. 
The natural ardour of his disposition made him 
regret a delay, which deprived him of the op
portunity that he so much desired of signaliz
ing himself. Time, however, was not suffered 
to hang heavily on his hands ; the duties of 
his profession, and gaieties which his brother 
officers promoted among then-selves, fully ot - 
nipied every moment.

He was delighted witli all he met with, and 
if a thought of home saddened him, it w as only 
for an instant, and brighter hopes of proving 
himself more Worthy of the affection of hi» 
beloved relatives, dissipated every other feel
ing. Ilis good humour, high spirit, and ho
nourable bearing, produced a general prepos
session in bis favour, and lie found his society 
universally sought. The regiment was quai- 
tered in a town large indeed in size, but tliinti 
inhabited. Returning rne evening to hi*

. lodgings, in company with a young roan of his 
own rank and age, who with himself had k m 
dining with thur commanding '-flicet, lie wan 
suddenly startled l y the loud shriek of a fe
male. He paused a moment, uncertain from 
whence it proceeded : I at upon its being re- 
jieat* d, he immediately directed his steps to 
the sjot, and beheld, by the bright beams of 
the moon, a female struggling to free herself 
from the rude embraces of a man whose dress 
proclaimed him e. British officer. Edw ard ad
vanced without hesitation, andin a firm voice 
.desired him to desist. He was answer! •!, how
ever, only by a' command to erase from inti r- 
ference ; a command which was at once dis
obeyed, upon his assistance being implored by 
the female, whunTic now discovered to be *a 
Spaniard, lie forcibly separated lier from her 
persecutor, who exasperated more probably 
by the intrusii n of a ktrangi r than by any other 
consideration, furiously drew his sword, and 
bade him stand at hia guard. The party to 
which he belonged had by this time joined 
them. Edward put bark the weapon which 
was held against him, and telling nim to re
serve its use for a mere proper occasion, walk
ed on. His antagonist, however^ followed,
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