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We read on in the New Testament w the nix-

teenth chapter of Matthew bef re we et 1hs |

word.

Our Lord, sofar as the revord gova, mentioned
the church bt twice dnring  bis earthiy st 1.
His first mention of it is in the text; and a hinle
later, conversing with his disciples on the snl-
jeet of church disciplive, he tells tinn that,
certain preliminary steps having falel to wain
satisfaction, a teespassing *other should Le po.
ported to the church, These are the only
occasions on which the churel is mentioned in
the gospels, It is not mentioned at ajl either 1 ¥
Mark, Luke or Johno It is tle Aets of the
Apostles and the Epistles that the in-titution of
the chureh is developed.

Our text is a muoch dismined Piesage,
ecclesiastical and theolog cal ba tles have been
fought over this text perhaps, than over any
other in the Scriptures. It is climad by sonie
that Peter is here declared 1o be the foundati n
of the chureh, while others ¢lains that Christ, Iy
a gesture accompanying his words, indicated b=
self as the foundation,  Siill others think that
our Lord had reference to the cunfession of Peter
as the foundation,

There are reasony, 10 me perfectly satisfuctory,
found principally in 1 stody of the ariginal
language, for believing that Christ did not dee
clare Peter to be the rock or fonndation, Nor
did he in this passage declare himsclf to he the
foundation. Flowever true it may be that Chrisg
is the chief corner stone, however, fully the fact
that Christ is the foundation of the church may
he set forth in other passages of Scripture, that is
tot what Christ is saving in this passage, 1u
this passage Christ makes himself not (he found:e
tion, but the builder.  “Upon this vock 7 wil?
build my church.*  Nordo I believe that a mere
confession is the foundation of the church, “The
foundation of the church is something deeper
down thana verbal confession. | believe that
the foundation of the church as indicated by this
passage, is a divine revelation and consequent
spiritual conception of Jesus Christ. Listen'
Christ said: “'Who do men say that ¥ am?"*
The disciples said:

Prophets.””  Christ said:” “Who say ve that 1
am?’ Peter said:  ““Thou art the Christ, the
Son of the living God."" "Then Christ said:
"Blessed art thou, Simon Bar Jonah, for flesh
and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, " This
is something more than a fleshly revelation,
more than a human revelation. It is not some-
thiag which you have heen taught by man, not

the product simply of intellectual reasoning, not ;

A philosophical conclu fon simply.  Flesh and
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my
Father who is in heaven.”  God the Father had
taught Peter the true nature of Jesus Christ and
upon this rock, a spiritual perception of Jesus
Clirist, resulting from a divine revelation of
Jesus Christ, upon this rock, I will build my

church.  This is nothing short of rvgctwrutiml..

Christ taught Nichodemus that, except a man
be born of the Spirit he cannot see the kingdom
of God.  Spiritual birth is essenial to spiritual
vision.  Peter had a spiritual conception of
Christ resulting from a divine revelation of Christ,
and upon this, the fact of regeneration, divine
Tevelation  resulting in spiritual conception of
Jesus Christ, upon this foundation Christ builds
His church,

But I have not chosen this text for the pur-
pose of entering into an extended exegress of the
text. T have chosen it simply because it is the
first place in the Scripture where the church is
mentioned, and I wish to spend a few moments
in studying with you this new institution which
We meet here for the first time. What is the
church; what is its mission, and its goal ?

It is not my thought to present any fine spnn
theory on this subject. I am not asking what
living man thinks about it. I am not inquiring
after the teaching of your denomination or mine
n this subject. I am simply asking: In the
ight of the New Testament teaching, what is thé

hurch and for whet purpose is it in the world ?
What is its mission? What is its goal? Said
“hillingworth, ** The Bible, the Rible only is the

ligion of Protestants,’

e read the O T\ stament from heoin. |
ning to end and find ne refere nee to tie chureh, ¢

More !

“'Some say vou are John the |
Baptist, some Elijal or Jeremiah or oue of the '
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First. In the Kight of the New Testament,
WHAT I8 Y00 cHvren ?

We sonsetines nse the world church meaning a
buil. we speak of the Baptist church,
o Metliondist chinsch, ete , ete., e ferring to buld-
Vines Woreester's first definition of the word

ehirchiis: A building dedicated to Christian
worship."  But, let it be remembered that the
woid s mover nsed in the Bible in this sense, Neo
autonnt of briek, mortar, iron, lumber, can con-
SsLIte @ New Testament churelt,. A New Testa-
ment chureh is not made of dead stones, hut of
Bving stones: is not made of bricks, wt of
eo s The word that w- translate  church

e ane hundred and fifteen times in the New

Testament, but it is never used referring “to a
building. it always refers to « company of people,

The word we: translate, churehy, is 2 compound
Greck word made by patting  together two
Cwerds, R meaning ot of ' and “Kalleo, *

sieaning “to call.” *“"To call aut of* is there-
. fore the etviological meaning of the word, In

classie Greek it refers to any company of people
i who have assembled for any purpose.  The word
i vomes from the oriental custom in gathering an
pasembly.  When an assembly of people was
i wanted for any purpose, a herold went to and

o in the community calling the people out of -
their homes, ot of the community, to the place |
: ob mecting, and thase whe responded to the call :

tuot all who heard, but those who heard and
hevded the eall—and came to the place of meets
ing were the Klasia"* or assembly, or church,
C Christ ook this word which he found in common
i use and applicd it to the institution which he
* founded.

7o be Continued,

! Religious News.
I The misslonary spirit of the church has not
, reached its hightest developement. There is
"room for growth along this line. More will be
done in the near future,

T'he pastor has a large place in the hearts of
" his people, and if both of them get in right rela-
tions with their Lord, their onght to be a good
. work done.  The present outlook all along the
i line is good, may it never grow less, M.

A sister was receivel by
letter at our last Conference
at Albert, and the hand of
| fellowship was extended on Lord's Day morning.
i Three have been excluded for holding false views
' of doctrive, and following after the ** Holy
Ghost and us ' people,

{ Horkwest, N, B,

F. D. Davipsox,

!
l! Sunday evening, Feb. 23,
Woonsrock, N. B, five happy believers were
baptized. Others are await-
ing the ordinance. During the special services
which we have been holding, I have been very
ably assisted by the Rev. J. C. Bleakney, whose
home is here. Bro. Bleakney leaves this week
| for a short visit to New England. 1 can very
heartily recommend him to the pastorate of one
| of our churches; and hope he will soon be settled
again in the work he loves so much. We con-
tinue the special services this week. At our Roll
Call in Januvary $231.25 in cash was cheerfully
given. A pledge for $60 from the B. Y: P, U.
was received. This goes to pay off part of the
church debt. Z. 1. FLAsH.

I'began work with this church

UrpPER GAGETOWN, Nov. 1st. Here we have a
N. B. good meeting house in which

to worship and a cemfortable

parsonage in which to live. Good congregations
meet us on the Lord's day, among whom are

e s e
[

Emmy faithful workers in the Lord's vineyard,
i We also have a Sabbath School doing excellent
+ work under the competent leadership of J. W.
Travis and his staff of faithful workers. On
Loid's day morning, Feb, 16th we listened to
an excellent discourse delivered by the Rev. H.
F. Adams in the interest of twenticth century
funds.  The co nmittee made 10 mistake in their
« selection of a man to plead that cause, On the
evening of the 22ud a large number of the mem-
bers of the church and congregation met in their
town hall, spent the evening very pleasantly,
and give their pastor a cash donation of $40, for
which they have our sincere thanks, and best
" wishies for their present and future prosperity,
R. Muren,

Three more believers in
Jesus obeyed their Lord in
haptism Lord's Day, Febru-
ary 6. The spiritual life of our people has been
quickened, as a result of our special meetings,
, and a number of helpful additions made to our
membership. The membership of our B. Y. P,
U. was increased by an addition of eight last

FamrviLee,

evening A, T. DykEMAN,
February 20,
On Lord's day wmorning,
Moxcrow, Feb. 16, Pastor D. Hutch-

Fiks? Cuvnen. inson baptized seven more
new converts. The good
work is still going on,  Pastor Hutchinson is
Row iu the fifth week of special meetings and has
preached each evening excepting four. The
church is co-operating most heartily, and many
parents are rejoicing over the conversion of their
! sons and dawghters, Quite a number are now
; ready for baptism.,

Our hearts were made glad
at our last Conference, when
a young sistes came forward
and told her Christian experience and asked for
| baptism. She came as the result of deep con-
[ viction, none of us being aware of her intentions;
{ which proves over again that the gospel is the
power of God unto salvation to every one that
believeth. Our sister was baptized last Lord's
day and received the hand of fellowship into this
clurch, F. D. Davipbson.

| HorewrLr, N. B.

We began special meetings
CENTRE VILLAGE, here two weeks ago. The
West. Co. Lord’s people are somewhat
divided and disconaged.
Many are away in the woods. It has been very
stormy but we have enjoyed meetings three
times on Sundays and each week night except
Saturdays. The Holy Spirit has been working,
Christians are apparently being drawn together
and revived. Five already have accepted Christ
and confessed him with the mouth. Many are
attending who are not Christians and seem to be
interested, we are laboring, hoping and praying
that a large number more may be brought into
the Master's fold. We wish to acknowledge the
kindness of Mr. and Mrs. Stokes who have
kindly put their organ into the church during
the meetings, which under the operation of Bro,
Hurst proves to be a great help. In the person
of Sister Isaac Kay we have an active mission
worker. They held Mission Baud on Sunday,
ten of the boys and girls became members. One
of the boys was over 60. Kindly remember us
in prayer for greater blessing.

As I expect to leave this
place on Friday morning
of this week for my new

SALISBURY,




