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JudJce against Inbreeding. I can do 
no better on this point than' to quote 
from Mr. N. W. Gentry, who is 
known as an -extensive breeder of 
Berkshire hogs. Mr. Gentry has for 
years practised Inbreeding, amj^before 
the Champaign meeting oLtfte Ameri­
can Breeders’ Association, 4n February, 
1905, he said:

"From father to son for generations 
has been handed down the common be­
lief zthai Inbreeding of animals pro­
duces offspring of less vigor, less vital­
ity, lees constitution In proportion to 
the extent to which It Is carried on 
continuously, and this belief Veems to 
have been accented as true without 
any proving *by the very gVeat major­
ity. My experience has led me to be- 
live otherwise, or rather that such re­
sults need not necessarily be true. 

Neither Inbreeding nor the reverse 
a success unless matings are 

made with animals suited to each 
other: that Is, having no weakness In 
common, if possible! and as much good 
lp common as possible. This, In my 
opinion, Is the key to success In all 
breeding operations and success will 
come in no other way. In my opinion 
Inbreeding as a rule Is very good or 
very bad, *

“I have watched results of inbreed­
ing In my herd for years, and until I 
can discover some evil effects from it— 
and I have not yet—I shall continue to 
practice It.” »

In breeding it Is generally believed 
that Inbreeding Is detrimental or fatal, 
but, fortunately, breeders are now see­
ing that the Idea Is usually without 
foundation. Of course, Inbreeding ac­
centuates common weaknesses, but we 
should user-it in accentuating strength, 
as it will when property directed. Think 
what It would have meant to bee­
keeping If the blood of the Cyprian 
queen whose bee^ produced one thou­
sand pounds of npney had been pre­
served by Inbreeding, and what It will

mean 1f some the present good 
«queens are Kept by this method I do 
not advocate universal Inbreeding, for 
It Is well known that Inbreeding n, 
generally speaking, not natural, but, 
even In nature. It Is frequent,- and it li 
by no means universally true that It li 
detrimental. Therefore, If there Is rea­
son to think that It Is best, It should] 
be fearlessly practised. How this pre­
judice ^gainst inbreeding arose I 
not know, but we all know how gi-nen 
It Is. Nevertheless, It Is true (hat tl 
breeders of stock who now practice 
are the ones who are getting results 
lasting value. On one or two points 
do not wish to be misunderstood, 
do not wish to coiidemn the breed! 
for color or for long tongues. I n 
consider color selection a fad, but thi 
are those who prefer the lighter coloi 
bees, and as long as there Is a marl 
It will pay to select them, 
tongues would be an advantage doi 
less, but In whatever way we 
breeding, let us not forget that 
creased honey production is the ei 
ttal. If these bees have longer tom 
all right and well, but the selectl 
should be made by the scales.

In our social ey 
compelled to giv 
the “bread-and-t

I notice that In Belgium, Switzerla 
France and Germany bee-papers 
now lauding their old love. Whej 
change Is desiderated it Is more In 1 
form of Improving the blacks than | 
the Introduction of new races that j 
fectlon Is now being generally son 
And that Is well.—D. M. M„ li^“ 
keepers' Record” (British).

HIVES—Do not be led into buj| 
secondhand hives, however tin 
They may contain the germs of i 
Get them from some reliable Arm. 1 
deavor to get the advice of an exj 
ienced bee-keeper before setting up| 
the business.—Irish Bee Journal
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