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all four defects, especially since the great majority of the French 
are Canadian ? If high intelligence and insanity are usually asso
ciated why do the Germans appear next to the Indians with the 
least amount of insanity? Why, on the other hand, do the Rus
sians show such a preponderance in the proportion of insane males, 
and why do the French surpass all other peoples in the high ratio 
of insanity? Why is it that Sweden, with its excellent educational 
system, has furnished the highest ratio of insane females, nearly 
three times the proportion for Italy?

Bue one must bear in mind the popular saying about fools ask
ing questions which wise men cannot answer, and be content with 
pointing out that on the data used the case against the alien is not 
at all so bad as popular impression would intimate. It may not be 
a well-founded statement that our immigration policy is a complete 
failure, or that the foreigner is characterized by degeneracy. Nor 
does it appear that, on the basis of comparison used, he is con
tributing more than his “share” to the sum total of “infirmity” in 
the corporate body of Canada. It may be that in the body of this 
youthful giant there are indeed too many toxins working against 
its sovereign strength, but it is not at all apparent that these toxins 
have their origin in “alien” infection. Of course that may be their 
origin, and if the native stocks had been allowed to develop un
hampered by the presence of the foreigner, the “sere and yellow” 
lines of degeneracy would not have made their appearance, at least 
not so soon. But until the evidence is adduced on which such a 
conclusion is based the statement must be regarded as unproved, 
though not unprovable. British justice has been wont to regard 
a man innocent until he is proved guilty, and guilt can scarcely 
be established by general impressions, or the somewhat panicky 
spread of assumptions. But all this does not prove that the immi
grant is either supremely pious or extremely healthy. If the fore
going basis of comparison be accepted it only proves that the alien 
is but of like passions and failings as the rest of folk, and the 
country into which he comes has a duty to discharge as much as he 
has a labor to give. And if, on the other hand, the foregoing basis 
is utterly erroneous and inadequate, then until a new and better 
basis be found judgment must be suspended. It may be that the 
danger zone lies not in his infirmity, but in his criminality, but the 
discussion of that problem would unduly extend an article already 
too long and must be reserved for a future issue.


