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was broken down. And again m Eccl. 10. 13.
By much flothfulnefs the building decayeth, and
through idlenejs of the hands the houfc droppdh
through.

' •'^

It is acorn ,>ion faying, and a true one, that
Idlenejsts the mother ofall evils ; and I may lay
not only temporal, fuch as poverty, want, difeafe Ibut alfo fpiritual evils ; fince idlenefs leads men
into all riianner of fins or temptations thereto foi-
want of better employment.

Although induftry is your duty as a chriftian ^

^rt' ^u"m"J?
"°f /"""rely truft to that: But mull

alk the blcfTing of God upon it, and truft to his
.

goodnefs for the fruits of your labour. For tho'
you work ever fo hardj you cannot make anv thino-
grow ou Df the earth, if God fends not prcS
per weather and do not make your ground fKut-
nu; and it he does not give you ftrength, and
vigour and nealthj you cannot even worki There-
lore you niuft rely upon his goodnefs, ard humbly
pray him for your daily bread; that is for his ble^
ling of your honeft endeavours. David fays 7>///?
in the Lord and do goodjojhak thou dwellin the
land, andverily thou Jhalt befed, Pf. 37. , Ho-
neft induftry, fupported by an humble and faith-
tul reliance upon God's mercy and goodnefs, can
hardly f^, of fuccefs;/.r the Lord is good, a
Jlrong hold tn the day of trouble, and he knowetb
them that truft in him, Neh. j . 7.
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