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THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 9

I

Suppose that every flake of snow that
ever fell was a figure nine, and that the
nrst flake was multiplied by the second
and that product by the third, and so on
to the last flake. And then suppose tliat
this total should be multiplied by every
drop of rain that ever fell, calling eacli
drop a figure nine ; and that total by
eiich blade of grass that ever helped to
weave a carpet for the earth, calling each
blude a figure nine; and that again by
every grain of sand on every shore, so that
the grand total would make a line of nuies
so long thai it would require millions
upon millions of years for hght, traveling
at tliH rate of one hundred and eighty-five
thousand miles per second, to reach the
end. And suppose, further, that each
unit m this almost infinite total stood for
billions of ages—still that vast and almost
endless time, measured by all the years
beyond, is as one flake, one drop, one leaf,
one blade, one grain, compared \wth all
the flaltcs, and drops, and leaves, aud
blades, and grains.
Upon love's breast the Church has

placed the eternal asp.
And yet, in the same book in which is

taught this most infamous of doctrines
we are assured that •' The Lord is good to
all, aud his tender mercies are over all 'lis
works."

III.

So FAK as we knew, man ia the author
of all books. If a book had been found
on the earth by the first man, he might
have regarded it as the work of God • but
as men were here a good while before any
books were found, and as man has pro-
duccid a great many books, the probability
18 that the Bible is no e.\ceptlon.
Most nations, at the time the Old Testa-

ment was written, believed in slavery
polygamy, wars of extermination, and
ix^hgions persecution ; and it is not won-
derful that the book contained nothine
contrary to such belief. The fact that it
was m exact accord with the morality )f
its time proves that it was not the product
ot any being superior to man. " The
inspired writers" upheld or established
slavery, countenanced polygamy com
manded wars of extermination, and order-
ed the slaughter of women and babes
in these respeotB they were precisely like
the uninspired savages by whom the

v

were surrouuded. Th.ey also tauglit atidcommauded religious persecution as a
duty and visited the most trivial ofl:enses
with the puniKhment of death. In these
particulars they were in exact accord with
their barbarian neighbours. They were

utterly ignorant of geology and astron-
!

omy, and knew uo more of what had
:
happened than of what would happen

;

i and, 00 far as accuracy is concerned, their

I

history and prophecy were about equal
;

I
in other words, they were just as ignorant

j

as those who lived aud died in nature's
j

night.

Does any Christian believe that if God
were to write a book now, he would
uphold the crimes commanded in the Old
Testament ? Has Jehovah improved ?
Has infinite mercy become more merciful
Has infinite wisdom intellectually ad-
vanced V Will any one claim that the
passages ui)holding slavery have liberated
mankind

; that we are indebted for our
modern homes to the texts that made
polygamy a virtue

; or that religious
hbeity found its soil, its light, and rain in
the infamous verse wherein the husband
IS comn led to stone to death the wife
for worsiupping an unknown God ?
The usual answer to these objections

IS that no country has ever been civilized
without the Bible.
The Jews were the only people to whom

Jehovah made his will directly known —
the only people who had the Old Testa-
ment. Other nations were utterly ne-
glected by their Creator. Yet, such was
the effect of the Old Testament on the
Jews, that they crucified a kind, loviag
and perfectly innocent man. They coulii
not have done much worse without a
Bible. In the crucifixion of Christ they
followed the teachings of his Father. If'
as it is now alleged by the theologians, u()
nation can be civilized without a Bible
certainly God muit have known the fact
six thousand years ago, as well as the
theologians know it now. Wliy did he
not furnish every nation with a Bible ?
A» to the Old Testament, I insist that

all the bad passages were written by men ;

that those passages were not inspired. I
insist that a being of Infinite goodness
never commanded man to enslave his
fellow-mau, never told a mother to sell
her babe, never established polygamy
never ordered one nation to extcninate
another, and never told a huaband lo kill
his wife because she suggested the wor-
shipping of some other God.

I also insist that the Old Testament
would be a much better book with all of
these passages left out ; and, whatever
may bo said of the rest, the passages to
which attention has been drawn can with
vastly more propriety be attributed to a
devil than to a god.
Take from the Now Testament all pas-

sages upholding the idea that belief i»


