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wdild soQti be witnessed, and » foundation laid on which to re*,
the noblest structure. -

,
The qualtficationt an£'^tiei of ministershave thiis passed under

review. We have seefl what God expects, and what man has a
righ^ to expect, from those who are entrusted with the ministry of
reconciliation. It is evident that, whom God calls, him he quali-
iSes for his own work, and that the-ambassador is dependeftt on the
authority of his Master for his " sufficiency."

I shall conclude with two or three general deductions.

The Christian J\Sim$try it, to tht world, one of Me most im^
.portani inttitutions in existence. Talk of civil rights and of
political governments! They bear ho comparison in value with
the ministers of the word. The objects contemjdated by them,
however noble and ennobling, sink into insignificance by the side
of these weightier matters. The forjmer relate to time, the latter
to both time and eternity. Those are identified with man's
tempojral^ these with his siriritual interests. Not that ministers are
sufficient of themselves to aecumplie^, ox even " to think any thing
as ofthemselves", but they are put into this dignified office by the
Great Ruler of the universe. He " hath matte them able ministers".
Although the officers are frail mortals, the <j^c« itself is worthy of
Him who created it. In one particular it conspicuously dikers
from all w;orldly offices/ In them we often find men who dignify
their office; but no mortal ever made the office of minister
Annourabie—though where ministers liye as they ought, they are
.entitled to i^espect for the sake of their <>ffic6. -
.But the mere hi(\nQur of the office is a circumstance of no great
moment. Its importance must be inferred from other facts
Abolish it, and what a position the world would soon be in ! Of
what avail Would men's civil rights he to them 1 Even with access
to all the inferior means, aided by that inestiniable giftj the Book of
Revelation, a lack would be felt. And hqw few wjoiild study their
Bible, without the powerful persuasion and valuable instruction of
a gospel ministry

! There is here a stimuluswhich can not be
derived from any other source. Let me be distinctly understood.
I do not say that no equivalent could be supplied by the Great Author
ofthe Christian Ministry. I speak only ^f what we have. In this
list the ministry of reconciliation ranks high. And from this fact
two inferences may be drawn

:

«
First, ministers themselves shouldfeel the responsibility which is,

attached to their office. How cirGuraspectly should they walk !

Nothinjg should be allowed to encroachj^ipon their duties, or draw
their minds offfrom Him by whom they are employed.
. And in the second place, the people who are ministered unto
shwld atten tively consider their own relation iii this affai r. It is
for them. to embrace the gosjiel which is preached. If they reiect


