
By the capture of N'lneveh, B.C.

iVZ'i, and the destviu'tion of Assyria

l.y Naljoiiolassar. the Chaldean, and

his ally Cyaxaras. King of the .Medes.

the Assyrian dependencies of Kgypt

and Palestine tell to the share of the

Challeans. Both countries rehelle 1

against the new master, the King of

Babylon, and were in turn subriu. 1

l)y Nebuchadnezzar, who twice took

and i)hindered .lerdsalem and led the

Jews cai)tive under Zedekiah. B.C.

.".stK Apries the Pharaoh-Hophra
of Scripture, who nad l)y promi-

•sing a.ssistance to Zedekiah led tlie

latter to r^ el against Babylon,

was then subjected to obedience by

.\ebuchadnezzar. B.C. .'OS. He went

up country as far as .leb "destroyed

the idols and made the images

cease (Ezek. XXX. i;;.) This verse

would leave the temple at Jeb un-

touched, for it is seen from the peti-

tion that there was no image or

.symbol worship there. Nebuchadnez-

zar was thus at his death B.C. otJl,

lord of both Egyiit and t-alestine. He
was a general o*' a!)ility. but abomin-

ably cruel. He wn- e.xceedingly able

and saw that agriculture made
Egypt the richest of n;! ns. He pro-

fited by what he saw there, irrigat ^d

Mesopotamia from the Tigris and
Eui)lirates. became the greatest

farmer the world has seen, and made
his emi)ire the envy of the nations,

by farming.

About :>(\S, Cyrus, of the Arian

race of the Persians, rebelled against

the kindred .Aleies, and as king of

both Medes and Persians became so

l)Owerful that all Wtf-tern Asia wish-

ed to coniliine against him. He at-

tacked them one liy one. Croesus of

Lydia. the most powerful ruler in

.\sia .Minor, be con.juerel first and
treatel well, about ."i4T B.C. In -"liS

he attaokei Xabonaliu.s and took

Babylon, iiutting an end to the Chal-

dean em)iire, and thus obtaining the

reversion of the t.dbutary states,

Egyiii and Pale.stine. Lgypr rebell-

ed, the .lews were in captivity, and
dispersed and could not reliel. in

;«:!•>, B.C., Cyrus issued a Proclama-
tion for the .lev s to return home
and build the temp"-,! at Jerusalem.

I'hq new temple >\ is flnishel B.C.

.")lti. Kresh lands of Jews returned

under Ezra. B.C. \'>S, and under Xe-
hemiah. B.C. 44.">. w'hen Darius,

(Ezra VI, l.> made his decree, about

B.C. ."lit, it is not improbable that

his Council had before ii some know-
ledge of the temple and Jews of

Jeb. and of how they had been fav-

oured !)y Cainl.yse.-i only a very few
years beiore. This knowledge may
have been inlluencel l)y the decree

for the re-estalilishnunt of the ser-

vice at .lerusale'u, of Xehemiah VI,

'.t. Canibyses, on succeeding his fa-

ther Cyrus in T>2U. ha.l to subdue re-

bellious Egyi)t. which he accomplish-

ed in ."jl'.'i This v,-as the beginning
of the Persian rule in J"jgyi)t. which
continued down to me date of tliis

letter. These few facis shew hov,-

we find Governor Arsham at .leb, an:l

(Jovernor Bagohi at Jerusalem, as re-

presentatives of the King of Persia.

Bagohi. or Bagoas. is a Peisian

name. We have sonte account of

him in Jose|ihus ( Anti(|uities. Book
Eleven, Chapter Seven.)

"Eliashib the High Priesi was
succeeded by his son Judas, whose
son "John ' succeeded him in turn in

that dignity. Xow Jesus, the l)rother

of John, was a friend of Bagoas,

who was general of one of Artaxerx-

es' armies, and was promised the

liriesthood b\- Bagoas. ,Iesus i)ro-

voked a (luarrel with his livother

John, and the latter slew Jesu.s in

the tenii)le. Bagoas tame to .leru-

salein and said to the Jews "Have
you had the imi)adence to i)eriietrate

a murder in the fenii)le?" He pro-

ceeded to enter the temple. The
Jev.s forl'.ade h ni, but he entered,

and pollutel it. and punishf^d the

.Jews se\en years for the murder of

Je.'ius by his brother .;ohn. the High
I'riijst. In the uaiiy racrifleei--, they

m/'
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