
STACfINO A PLA i' OF SKAKF.SPEARE

a typewritten copy ot his own part in thn play, rather

than have him rely on the text as a whole.

On 3 of the first duties of the director is tc choose a

cast for the play, and in making the selection he may be

assisted by a committee of two or three judges. At

the "try-out," those who wish to take part in the play

are required to read a scene, or part of a scene, which

they have prepared. In assigning parts to diffeient

etudent , the judges must take into account (o) the

voice,—its carrying power, tone, flexibility, etc. (o) ability

of the actor to enter into the spirit of the play, to feel

the part he acts, and (c) his physical suitability for the

part. No student should accept a part in the play

unless he can give an assurance that he will attend the

rehearsals faithfully and punctually. There should be

a definite understanding on this point before the cast

is completed.

Usually at least twelve or fifteen rehearsals are re-

quired, that is about three a week for five or six weeks.

The first two or three rehearsals are given over to

blocking out the action. The acto* read their parts,

and the director gives instructions as to entrances, exits,

movements, acting, and stage "business." At these

rehearsals no attention is paid to the speaker's voice

or expression, but the actors must become familiar with

their positions and movements on the stage, and the same

routine must be followed at subsequent rehearsals.

After this preliminary work has been done, the play

must be studied scene by scene and line by line for the

purpose of securing the proper interpretation a J

expression. The first Act is rehearsed repeatedly before

proceeding with the second. When the acting and the

reading go hand in hand, the actors learn their lines with


