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bones, and that then the bones should be wrapped
up in a bull's hide, and carried at the head of the
English army, as often as the Scots attempted to

recover their freedom. He thought that he nad in-

flicted such distresses on the Scots, and invaded and
defeated them so often, that his very dead bones would
terrify them. His son, Edward the Second, did not
choose to execute this strange injunction, but caused
his father to be buried in Westminster Abbey, where
his tomb is still to be seen, bearing for an inscription,

HERE LIES THE HAMMER OF THE SCOTTISH NATION.
And, indeed, it was true, that during his life he did
thorn as much injury as a hammer does to the sub-
stances which it dashes to pieces.

Edward the Second was neither so brave nor so wise
as his father ; on the contrary, he was a weak prince,

fond of idle aumsements and worthless favourites. It

was lucky for Scotland that such was his disposition.

Ho raarcned a little way into Scotland with the large

army whi h Edward the First had collected, but went
back again without fighting, which gave great en-
couragement to Bruce's party.

Several of the Scottisn nobility now took arms in

different parts of the country, declared for King Robert,
and fought against the English troops and garrisons.

The most distinguished of these was the Good Lord
James of Douglas, whom we have often mentioned
before. Some of his most memorable exploits re-

spected his own Castle of Douglas, in which, oeing an
important fortress and strongly situated, the English
had placed a large garrison. James of Douglas saw,
with great displeasure, his castle filled with English
soldiers, and stored with great quantities of com, and
cattle, and wine, and ale, and other supplies, which they
were preparing, to enablo them to assist the English
army witn provisions. So he resolved, if possible, to

be revenged upon the captain of the garrison and hip

soldiers.


