
2U THK WAII AND ITS

holiHjd to fuiniliarizu buHiiicHH ineii with the idea that
' there may Imj Honu'thiiig in it '. \vt those—and tht-rc

are Home—who have felt a lilt If imcomfortablo about

our Hetting out to ileprivc cvoii Uorinans of their livi-li-

hood, may take thi8 comfort. No nuinluT of utatis-

tical pariiphUts and iicwspajRir paragraphs would make
he Knglinh buHinens man take any practical Ktejm to

capture German trade ' unless the matter were pressed

ujKin him in some more evidently remunerative way.
What i8 really hapiK'iiing is that buyers of German
nuinufactures, both at home and abroad, are begi!\ning

to get to the end of their stocks, and are turning to

Engliwh maniifacturenj for fresh supplies. In some
cases manufatturere whose businesses are depressed in

consequence of the war are Hnding it possible to give

employment to their work-i)eoplo by making some
commodity, j reviously supplied from Germany, which
they ca turn out with their existing j)lant. If the

revival of trade, during the war or after it, brings back
their old customers, they can i^rhaps dispense with the

new ones. But cases like these are not numerous, nor

in themselves considerable. What every one kiiows

who moves at aP u the business world, is that any
considerable iuvasion of the German markets means the

installation of expensive ])lant ; and manufacturers are

not going to do that unless they have a reasonable

prospect of working it long enough to get back what
they have invested, with prolit. The word which
strikes the key-note of the present disposition of the

business world is ' Continuity '. Very big capital

expenditures, however desirable, will jjrobably not be

entered upon unless the Government follows the dye-

stuff precedent and offers a financial guarantee, of

dcbcnt.»i.c intci"Cst or tliu like. But many others of
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