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Mr. BenJBmIn Hiilte of Ottawa ban brcti umloubtedly the
let-dlnK authority o' the Kn-nch Militia, and I therefore draw the
following InterfHtlnit hintoiicnl facts relatltiK to it from hi* ex-
tenHlvp and vuluable work on that subject :

•

The ('a'.adlan Mlllt.a dates hacli to li"4», when the popula-
tion of the colony did not exceed l.OOO b< i1h. Some ,t) men Wfcre
then under arms to drive ofl Iroiiuoii maraudcrH. From that
time the Militia liaH always ha<l its marked place amoujc um.
because, under the FrencI rcjlme. It held the idate of the Uuyal
Troops, and Hiiice 17t;o it was frec|uently relied on aa the chief
force of the country.

The story for a couple of centu-ies mixes together nnlltia
and regular. The Carijrnan HekrimeuL arrived in 1 (;(;.') and l.f m
1669, but the militia was already in existence. It was the militia
which played the principal role in the first campaign of iCtH,

againHt the Irociuois. In 1674-167t Count de Frontenac reorgan-
ized the militia, and up to ITt.O it remained under bis formation.
The Br'tish authorities kept it 'or a eentury after that on tho
same plan. From lr,H4 to 1740 occasional coniiianies of regulars
from France were merely auxillariis to the militia in the defence
of 'Canada, but Dieskan, then Montcalm, in brin.-ing French ret;!-

ments (1753-175r)) to carry on the war with Kn>,'l.ind, changed the
aspect o' things and the Militia took second place for the flrdt
time since 1665, but one knows that it covered itself with glory
during this war of 7 years which terminated 18th Sep., 1760, ny
the capitulation of Mon.real. When the Enirllsh took possession
of Canada the three classes which deserved attention and consid-
eration wen,- (1) The Catholic cleit-y, (2) The Habitants born i>n

the e:.A, (3) The militia 'composed of "2"), active and animated
by an excellent spirit. The militia received no pay and no equlp-
ment, each man furnishing his own Bre-piece. I'arlslics were re-
sponsible for units of 5, 10, 20 men to a half or a full com-
pany. The Captain was a man of influence and ability, selected
for these reasons. He served as bailiff, jic, and received all the
comm.:nications from the Government. In a general way he co-
operated with the eigneur and the Curo, and he had a si)ecial

pew (banc d'honeiir) in the church. In Lhose dt.ys tralnin,: was
confined to practice in shooting, as matters relating to camping,
transport, &c., were "in the blood ' and part of the French-man's
daily life.

The institution "Captains of Militia" oi the parishes wps not
disdained by the Cor-uerors—far from that. They recognized in
it an importance whi. i the lapse of years rendered greater. Mr

'h.->e alr:n Mr. iiiltcs imiicr in '1 ni aciKinB ot ihe liihliliitr for IbiKi-it?,


