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-S-LONDON, ,

of risk and a steady proportion of loeaea muet lie ex­
pected, There are also other forma of attack besldea 
U-Boat attaeka from eurfaee oraft and from the air 
agalnet which we auat be on our guard. I can assure 
the House that every preparation la being made to cepe 
ML th such attack but I must again warn the Heuae that 
we eanmet guarantee Immunity and that we amet expeet 
further leases.

Our second reply to the U-Boat attack la te 
arm all our merchant Veaaela and feat Usera with defen­
sive armament both against the U-Boat and the aeroplane.
Fer a fortnight peat armed ahlpa have been continually 
leaving the harbeura of this Island In large numbers.
Some go convey some go Independently. This applies not 
only to the United Kingdom but to our porta all over the 
world. Thus In a short time the Immense Mercantile 
Marine of the British Empire will be armed. As we uaual- 
ly have 8000 ahlpa en salt water every day, this la a 
considerable operation. However all the gune and equip­
ment are ready at the various arming atatlona together 
with a proportion ef trained gunners to man them and to 
Instruct the ordinary seamen, Let me pay ay tribute to 
the care of my predecessor at the Admiralty who had provided 
ao well for this eontlngeaoy.

j Our third reply la, et course, the British attack 
upon the U-Boata. Thle la being delivered with the utmost 
vigour and Intensity. It la a strange experience te me

W.L.M. King Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1940-1950, 
MG 26 J 4, Volume 404, pages C284277-C285029

PUBLIC ARCHIVES 
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES 

CANADA


