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Even though the home team won the big game,
no one in Edmonton admitted that it was a
great Canadian University hockey final. There
were just too many things that took away the
value of the championship for the Alberta
Golden Bears.

First of all, Alberta had absolutely no right
to be in the final. They lost in their own league’s
semi-final to the Saskatchewan Huskies, who
lost in the conference final to the Calgary
Dinosaurs, who had to qualify for the national
finals by playing Trois Rivieres on the Quebec
team’s home ice. As one of the Yeomen noted
over the weekend, **when you have to play in

Quebec, you're down two goals before the
game even starts.”
Calgary lost big in two straight games while
Alberta was at home preparing for the finals.
But it’s not the first time something like this
has happened. Just last year, York downed the
University of Toronto in OUAA semi-final play,
but Toronto as host team was assured a spot in
the CIAU tournament. Fortunately for the CIAU,
York won the University Cup and Toronto was
eliminated early. Can you imagine the embar-
rassment if what happened this year had hap-
pened two years in a row?
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Thankfully, the host team format will be
going the way of Laurentian and RMC football
teams. By the end of next year’s season, host
teams will be an extinct breed.

The tournament will be hosted by Alberta
for the next two years, but if they make it into
the finals in the future it will be solely because
of their own merits. The way it should be.

But being a host team was not the only thing
the Golden Bears had going for them. As hosts,
they were allowed to choose on which date they
wished to play, Thursday or Saturday. Natu-
rally they picked the Thursday date, giving

themselves two full days of rest before Sun-
day’s final. Meanwhile, they other finalists,
UQTR had to play its second game on Sunday in
less than 22 hours.

Is it any wonder that Alberta won the 1986
hockey crown?

The tournament’s format will undergo some

revisions over the summer months when the aCdO' ‘a\ dl
coaches association will meet with the CIAU in

June.
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