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Not to be a sour puss or anytbing, but The old >time traveter is at il again.
the Stray Cats always were more style than Hving-reached a disconcerting future -of
substauice.iLacking ether an exeptonaIly computer takesoveron Trans, ourfrtghten-
gifted sorigwriter or a technically prof icient ed touidst seems to have overshot a littl in
singer, they rode to fame essentially on a his effort to get back to 1983. Missig t
trend (rockabilly) and somte clever mark y2-30easNilcmbfr hs
marketing (Built for Speed coliected best limebyachine once r, wNidim1s fou'inte
bits fiom two earlier British t.P's). With that 19 achione joinse moe,,bandËled theo

inmnthere is littie for the Stray Cats t 19o S on, Jinks nd a ii faitt~-
do at this point but attempt to consolidate hnroably
their own precarious position. Rant h' irckia E*y? <l''Rcli $
Rave with the Stray Cats accomplishes just roclabily/oîd-time rock andi roll exOfr
that - but nova whole lot more. so oparisonst h tasae

on. the plus side, another go wtbith iabe But eilta th StsayCatsa
rockabillyexpertprodûcer bave Edmunds iiablNlg snupighs soaknd, nr

hasallwe'th bad odg alitledéeerdrums, clearly differentiate tbemnselves
into the fiftiês files, resulting in..a more f rom the Cats by allowing the emphasi-s to"irootsy'> sound best displayed on the horn- f ail on wailing sax and hon ky-ton king piano
d riven rave-up of 'Look at that Càdillac'a nd rather thang8uitati on do-wop vocals rather
the drippy do-wop of I. Won't tand in thanranting and raving. The Shocking
Your Way'. Pinks, furthermnore, lay,.daim to a more.on the minus side) the Stray Cats are worldly perspective thati the Stray Cats

>,begin ning to trip overtheirown signatures: simply by àdmitting to the possibility that
Brian Setzèes music is slowly sucumbing to there might be something just a littie bit
terminal repetition whie the rockabilly absurd about playiiig 1955 mnusic in 19683.
intonations of his voice and the siliinessof Nqeil, as a matter of fact, wisecracks hie way
his Iyrlcs are becom.ing eiaggerated-to the thmough. this stuf so àdeptly that when he

poingfrdly uitr nd oo-adneode pokes fun at Alan F reed ('Payola Blues') and
Jangy gita andhoqz-lden eloiesthe Beach Boys 'Knda Fonda Wanda'), you

stili give their rockabiily attack a high, can't be sure if he's trying to parody or
sufc ofa r y okn o et glorify. But not only is Everybody's Rockin'

the music o lyrics and you'il Ifind yourself free of the Stray Cats' self-important/self-.
treaàdin8 air. WIiich doesn't exactly bode indulgent strut, it also recreates the
well for the future. Getting to'the top on sound of anotherime in suchimmacùlate
the basis of leather jackets and duck tals 's detail thal you halfway expect the singer to
one thing-; staying there on that. basis is ,urst ot la pghn y lime. Qulte an
anotiier. album oivé gotta hea r il to bëlieve il.
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