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Topice of the Day
CTOBER 17th will pass into history as the day onQwhicli commercial messages were ftrst sent liv

wireless telegraphy between Canada and Europe.
Trht rate is ten cents a word for ordinary mnarcont-
grains and fixe cents for press marconigrains as coin-
pared with 25 and io cents charged liy tht table comi
panies. It is jnst possible that ini a few vears these
rates will lie still lower.

It lias rtquired a littît mort than six vears to toux-
plete tht experiments wliich have made possilble wireless
telegraphy over stretes of water. fin Tanuary iuoi,
Mr. Marconi sent messages betwecn the Isle of Wight
and the toast of Cornwall, a distance of 183 mixles. To-
day, lie is doing tht sanie work over a distance ap-
proximately ten timies as great. The American station
at Glace Bay, Nova Scotia, was crected in 1902, and ex-
periments have been proceeding off and on ever since. It
was a matter of patience and determination, and Mr.
Marconi is to lie congratulated on the success which lie
lias attained.

Canada lias always shown great faith in Mr. Mar-
coni, and the Hon. W.
S. Fielding deserves
special mention in
this connection. Mr.
Fielding w a s tht
more interested be-
cause hie is the terri-
torial representatix e
of Nova Scotia iu thie
D)ominion Cabinet.

* *k_
That this great

acconiplishmient has
been perfected by an
Italian scientist o n
B i t i sh territory,
again draws atten-
tion to the cosmo-
politan character of'
modemn scientifit re-
searchi. The electrical
inventors o Ji Great
Britain and the Unit-
ed States will not be-

g rudge Mr. Marconi
fuIl lionours for lis Chevalier Marconi.
faithlful service and
masterly achievement. True, what lie lias accomplîshed
is based upon tht investigations and experinients of
scores of other scientists, since ail sucli performances are
necessarily cumulative. Truc, others will lie needed to
follow in his steps and extend tht work in many direc-
tions. Nevertheless, Mr. Marconi justly and fairly wcars
the laurel wreath of vîctory.

Tht Canadian Nonthen annouitce thnt by next spring
their short line between Montreal and Quebte will bie in
working order, that Toronto and Sudbury will then lie
connected and that their trains will lie running into Ot-
tawa. Tht Canadian Northern system is being very rap-
idly extended ini Eastern Canada, more rapidly than
most people realise.

Last Saturday, Mr. Macezie, Mr. Mann, Mr. Lash
and Mr. Hanna, of the Canadian Northern wene in New
York and it was reported about the rotunda of tht Ho-
tel Manhattan that Mr. J. J. Hill had made an offer of
$75,000,000. for the enitire MacKenzie & Mann system in
addition to taking over ahl bonded indebtedness and other
iabilities. It was thtre estinxattd that this would give
these gentlemen a profit approximating $50,ooo,ooo. It
wihl be remenibered that the main part of the Western

systei of the Canadian Nortliern once behînged to the
Minneapolis llailway King and was sold by him t<>
Messrs. MIaiKenz'.e & Mann. It would be a strange turn
of allairs, if lie were now to take over the enlarged sys-
temn. The story cannot at prescrnt lie confiruîed, and if
confirmation were asked for, the report wonild probably
lic (ltflitd

Once more the Kaleîdoscope of Queliec 1 ioljtits lias
turned and Mr. Prevost and Mr. 'fessier are replaced ini
the Gouin cabinet by M1ýr. C. R. Devlin and Mr. L.. A.
Taschereau. TVie lon. W. A. W cir is transferred froni
public xvorks to tlie tre.îsury. Mr. I)evlin lias been a
1n1.ntber of the flouse1 of Comnmuns andI Mr. Taschereau
is one of thie 'vounger iiitînliers of the Legisatuire.. The
flou. Iules Tessier gots on the J3ench and the lon. Jean
1'revost retires to private life.

Bishop Lofthouse of Keewatin lias again declared bis
faith in the Hludson's Bay route belore the Hlamilton
Caniadîin Club. The route via F~ort Churchill would lie
fine hundred miles shorter for wheat going from Winni-
neg to Liverpool than the route via Montreal. Tht

steamers navigating
timese northern wa-
ters would need to lie
specially constructed
and( placed in charge
of exi)erienced navi-
gators.

Captain Bernier
has returned after an-
other vear in thie
northern waters, aind
his report may add
sornething to our in-
formation on the suli-
ject. Ile wintered
last s(,asonl ini Lait
enster bolind.

The Ontario G.ov-
erument lias decided
to prepare, a flew set
of school reailers ndl
has entrusted the
work to D)r. 1). J.
Goggin and a tom-

Captain Bernier. mittee of associates.
The appointinent is

an excellent ont and tht new biooks wîll probably lie the
btst ever produced in the country. Dr. Goggin is an
enthusiastie, patriot and will no donbt sec that national
sentiment and national literature are givtn due recog-
nition.

It is said that the Governament is considering the ad-
visability of snpplying the new readers free to ail schools.
There is plenty of time for sucli consideration as the
new books wili not lie ready for a vear at least. Mani-
toba now supplies readers free, as do several of tht
larger Ontario cities. Tht practice is quite commion in
the UJnited States.

Deputy-Postmaster-General Couîter, who worked su
hard to place British and Ulnited States periodicals on
an equal footing in this country, announces that the first
six mnonths of the new arrangements show satisfactory
results. The axnounit of periodical- literature coming in
frotn the South lias greatly decreased, most of what
reaches here coming ini by express. The eheap stufi lias
almost entirely disappeared from the mails, and only tht
high-class periodicals have survived the inereased rate.
He declares that the Canadian post-office lias been re-
lieved of a great burden.


