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From the. ettiement the trail led for
tva ýmiles or se througlî the scented
-Woods of birob 'andrftaple, till at length
the Woodsou the ieft gave way, and if
one looked carefully one saw the roof
of a woodeu hanty rising from the
entangloment of vines and flowers. It
was here that the Boy lived, and each
Mernirng and evening bis path to and
fram sehool lay through the scented bireh
and maple Woods.

[t wvos a very ordiuary trail, aud
Inost people would have found it bot
and tedious, but not so the Boy. His
naked teet made ne sqund upon tbe
gravel; ho knew just wbere ta stoop
law, and wbere te peep quickly over the
crude suake fonce, and to 1dm the daily
jeurney was one et unlimited in %ter-
esta.

Firstly there was the stagnant littie
pool, from wbich issued the bellowing
ot brilliant green and golden frogs, ac-
eompanied sometimes by a soit whist-
ling noise that came tram among the
rushes, but always ceased directly ho
drew near. For weeks the whistling
noise troubled him, till at length an aid
woodsman told hlm that it was made
by the "spring squeaker." The Woods-
mau was content ta lot it rest at that,
rotorting doggediy that "spring queak-
ers" wero "spring squcakers," but the
creatures themaelves remained a myth.

Thon there was the beaver dam. No
beavors bad beon seen there for at least
ive years, but the tact that the place
was associated with beavers gave the
Boy fresh thrills et anticipation every
tinte he appraached it. Also, at a bend
et the road, lay the body of a skunk,
wbieh, with the characteristie stupidity
af its kind had ailowed itself to be ru
over lu the early pring. It was net a
pleasant skunk as the year proceeded,
but wheu its remains flnally sauk ihto
the earth, the Boy teit that lite had
lest one et its sweetest charms.

But the dearest corner ot ail was that
at whichthe forest ihadl bee7 cleared for
the space etf fifty yards, aud someone
hadl planted eut a buckwheat patch.
PFrom the centre ai the patch rose the
jagged rampike of a basswood, perhaps
live feet in heighit, and if ene approach-
ed silently one was almost sure ta see
a large tawny animal seated motion-
less upon it-so motionless, indeed, that
unlesa eue had eyes that were keen the
creature appeared as part et the stu.mp.

This animal was tully tbe siz et fa
rabbit, thougli in appearance if w.as
more like a cross bet'ween a guinea pig
and a waterveie. Its front teetit vere
long and ciselled, and gave it a strange-
ly fermoins appearar.ce, while Bo
piump and portly was its persan
that one could net look upon
it without being impresscd by a
eense o aive. It was, in fact, au old
buck woodluck-a flat-iaced, fat-head-
ed woodcbuck, whiose sole ambitions were
te overeat himself, then sleep it off in
the suni.

The Boy knew just bow to approacli
bim, but it was not very long betore
the yotingster learnt that even a wood-
Cilicik]îa"d its nioods. With catapuit
rea(Iy lie weuld creep up behindtte
tenee, and thoughb sometinies the animal
would drop tram its perchi almost before
lie IoosCfed the elastic, at other tintes
it would sit still vithout flinching whilc
tiie miissiles splintered cbunks et wood
from under its illustriaus nase. Kind
inotier nature must have told off a spec-
il fairy to guard tlîat woodchuck, for
thoigli the shooting beczime a routine
affar faolarni befeli bis paunch and
Port, 'v lrsoîî.

It %%-is witlî a sense af awe that the
BOY vaei day apj)roaclied the* ramipike,

I"lele lîiniself regar<led the shiootiflg
aldas ait net of jtrofaiiitv. For the

W HIIîîkbail made a grvat imipres-
s'l 1-i l is mind ut an carlyI stage of

ti 1;1 îeeedings. Thîislita)petfed w'tl
t 41Y coifinissioned a s.til! slder

iproaeli the rampike fron t the
l' silde, tIi is g(ttiiig lietwevii I lle
aiiIand its 1101,. lite small boy

did se, aud wheu vithin tbree yards et
tbe sleeping woodchuck .ho leapt te bis
teet witiî a ringing shout.

The resuit -vas startllng. With a
chattering snarl tue woodchuck dropped
tramn the rampike, a sinister vision et
gnashing teetb and bristiii gfur. It
rushed straight at the disturber, and as
the Boy tripped over with a cry et dis-
may, the chisel-edged teeth fixed flrmly
upen the tringe af hlm knickers. But
ere lie could regain bis feet the wood-
chuck was safely baled up and doubt-
less congratulating himselt, with thle as-
surance et long establisbed bachelor-
liood, upon the efficiency et its metbads
lu dealing with chiidren.

"Bloodthirsty varmints, them waad-
chueks!" tbe IBoy had aid, as with oee
arm round bis frieud's neck ho led the
tearful youngster homo. '"l'Il lame hlm
wbeu dad makes my catapult."

Thus the teud began, aud ince then
it bad -simmered daiiy at a ate -range,
but the waodcbuck was still intact.

One evening the Boy was late lu re-
turniug tram the settiement, and it vas
almost dark when ho passed the ram-
pike. As usual ho peered over the.

fonce, but could soc notbing et the
woodcbuck, thougli preently h. heard
strango sounds issuing tramt the direc-
tion et the stump, and peering thraugh
the dimness aw the buckwheat waving
at the foot of it. Curiosity mastered
bis £cars, and hoe crept up ta luvestigate.

What lie saw startlod hlm. There at
the foot et the stump, lu au attitude
,of frenzied detonce, at the weodchuck.
In front et it, dashing up aud down
lu the grass, was a long mlxm animal,
whose eyes burut like living coals. Thîis
animal was a mink-one ai the dreaded
killers efthte northern torests. Se
quickly it turned that one could scarce-
ly tollow its movements-backwards
and forwards, backwards and forwards,
with suakelike aet ivity, its terrible gaze
fixed upon the woodehuck.

The Boy -watcbed breathlesmly, wbule
the long siim animal wore a pathway
in the grass, drawing nearer and nearer
ecd moment to its prospective quarry.
Exactly what effeet the makelike
manoeuvres had upan the woodchuck 1»
difflcult ta say. They seemed te par-
alyse him with tear-to turu himi giddy
till presently bis bullet hiead began to
tremble and nod. Then with a move-
nient too quick ta iollow the mink fell
upon lut, jerking and dragging hlm
roughilyaay tram the rampike.

Ail the fight was gone eut af the
woodchuek, but at that moment the Bo '
joined ln.Ilie aimed a terrifie blow at
theî mink, but ere the club descendé-d
the animal shot aside and vanished lu-
stantly throughi the buckwheat, while
tlie woodehîick fled for bis hale with
inure liaste tban dîigntv.

'I'hat iiiglit the Boy tîîriîd( homewarfis
haptlpy ln the know]et1ge tliat lie hla
saved the animal lie Lad souglit so long

to destroy Over a wteek w'ept by be-
fore one eveuing the wvoodcliuck again
showed itself. There it. sat, on the top
of the rampike-but what a woodchuck!
Almost &Il the fur of his face was gone,
and huge tufts were missing from bis
Iower person. For some reasôn the ter-
rifle fright of a 'week ago had caused
bim to ahed his coat--an outward and
visible sigu tiiotwodchucks oiten give
when they have been in trouble.

.Âfter thbs-occurrence the Boy feit
a more friendly attitude towards the
woodchuck, thougli hg did not forega the
daily pleasure ot shooting at it when he
thouglit the animal was again well
enough to 'be shot at. As a matter of
fact thé mishap had only luickened the
ordinary course of nature, for the fal
was near at hand, and already the keen
night frosts were setting in. Thus, in
less tban a tortnight, the woodchuck
appeared in the full glory of his winter
garments.

These garments were ligliter in celer
than tiiose h. had jÙ'st discarded, and as
the landscape had flot yet i3ettled down
to the even grcy of winter lie made a
conspiceious landmark.

More thon ever new the Boy wanted
to kili that woodchuck, and he set te
work methodically with traps and
strychnine and mnares. A family of
field mice demolisbed the strychnine,
and the Boy found them lying gt the
foot.of the stunip, their tiny legs as-
piring heavenwards. . The traps Te-

mained uusprung, snd the voodchuck
se the enares vhalesale as fast asnlie
could et them. Each morning ho tried
fresh devices, and each evening lie found
the woodchuck dozing serenely on the
rampike, by ne meane disconcerted by
the knowledge that 50 nmany attempte
upon its lite vere beiug made.

If liappened-whetlîer merely by
chance, or by scheming ou the part et
the woadcbuck, it lanliard te say-that
the miuk aiea met its fate, for eue morn-
iug the Bey found that fierce aud ter-
rible killer fast lu oeeoet lis traps.
Thero vas evidence on the ground that
the woodchuck had again been cornered
at the foot et the rampike, and had
dartod for caver n-at tawards its bale,
but tevards the careiuily couceealed
traps at the edge et its teeding ground.

It neyer seemed te occur ta the Boy
that if ho destroyed the woodchuck the
sehoal trail wouid lose oeeoe its ciot
charms, sud while the ieud was yet at
its hotteat tue animal developed a new

trait of choracter. As thoiigh aware
that physicai exorcise was the enly cure
for its stoutnese during these strenuous
times, it took Ïo indulging in feats that
were enly fit for, a equirrel te perforai.
The moat strenuouï; ot these was afford-
ed by swarmiug up eue aide of the atump
(he usually asceuded by the inside,
which was hollow) gruiting and strug-
gling as lie went, aud descending hçod
first upon the. other bide.

This manoeuvre h.e would carry -on for
bours together, sud aince.naturaliste
have agreed thot ouly the very .bout
ciimbing animais eau safely descend a
trce head foremoat, lik. the aquirrel aud
fisher, it will b. understood tiiot the
foot wos a diffleuit eue. T7he welver-
lue, the porcupine ond' the. eet are al
good climbers, but they have net at-
tained that high standard lu the prt of
climbing toeneuble them to praotime tthe
supreme test et descending hbead fore-
mont as a regular thing. Thun, before
long, the atout and inactive woodchuok
learut the. foily et over-eatlmating hle
owu abilities. One day lhe feU wlth a
soddeu flop, aud ere li, could regain hie
bearlugs hie tail encouutered oeeof the
traps, aud the steel jawe insaotly
closed upon it.

The Boy leapt up, cager te ecure hie
quarry, but gaiulng the trap ho fouud
oniy the Akin of the tail àaiting hilm
The central bone had alipped eout of It,
as o sword slips foin a sheath, and
thus the woodehuck had eeoped «*by the
skia of itn tail," sme te aPeak.

The Boy bore the taîl te school la
triumph, feeling that lie hod, oet auy
rkte, mode eue stojp towarde the. fui!-
meut of hi%ý çrcat meire.

But mou la bound te, triiumph lu the.
end ovethe. wiid ereature h. hoas W
,hie heart upou destroyiug, and tee, lot.,
alas, hie learna that the je y ef the hunt
ia iu the chase, while the, kill -la merely
the sorrewtul euding. IWinter was
drawing noar, aud fearful that the wood-
chuck would evade him after aIl, the
Boy decided upon a freah course. One
dark and chlly evening hoe vent te the
house of a frieud who ponaeaed aM
repeater rifle-& veritable mlioeilr4
of a boy! Ho apoke of the wooechuck,,snd the two sallied forth Intent oni
bloodahed and murder.- They foundthe
old woodchuck seated ou the atump, and
they callouaiy blew eut his brane uto&
twenty-five yards range.

Net till the terrible deed vas done
did the Boy realize that the glorlous
sumimer'a chasew#s ended. Sinon apring
bean the woodehuck liad provod a source
of eiadlema amusement te hlm-had
brlghtened bis journeys te and frein
achOool but now the.hrborfetail tii... gai.
laut esocapades loy atili ani atark ot hie
foot.

"Poor old veedchuck," sold the Boy.
"Seems a aborne te have killed hlm,
don't it 1 We'1l bury hlm right hors,
under the stump."

And as hoe sPOke a soft flake of snow
settled upon hie hond, aud lie knew that
net only the -woodchuck, but summer too
was gene.

A Ozariua et Russia, vile takiug a
Eleasure ride, saw a beautiful vild rose
bush in full bloomn by the roadaido. She

ordered agur posted there te protect it,
thn fargoth incident. long afte- thre
fowers.had withered and ihe bush died.
the sentry remained ou guazrd.

Long atter there rshuessansd even the- lite
af their religlous experieuoe han gene, many
peuple retain there tan d go on with
their iorms and oeremonies as beforo.
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