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'. The Home Doctor
r1J#O1Ogicm Baufor Supertition
Written for The Western Home MonthlY

"Y j)r,,Leonard ]Keene Hirshberg, A.B.
M.A., MD. (Johus Hopkins Uuiversity)

Weptetus, that wise aid eartbling of
<aya gone b. held that apparitions are
of four kinds Things ýare either what
tlaey appear to be as a mist or a trans-
parent cloud; or they neither are, nor
appear to be; or they are, andi do not
appear ta be; or they are -nat, and yet
appear ta be. If your sense organs are al
in heath enough ta take ini their proper
objecta, you wal not judge a horse by its
haress, or a thiug by its mere appearauce.

Look bow yau can, or sad or merrily,
interprtation will err more ofteu than be
eorrect. There is' no vice so simple,
but assumes same mark of virtue on its
outward parts. In axfraity and ethics,
there is no damned error, but some sober
bmow wil bless it aud approve it with a
tort.

just as many men are better than they
seem, supposed superstitions and ap-
parnt maifestations of the supernatural
or super-normal actually have a form
anudlbasis of tbe unsensed, uuperceived
world of reality in tbem. Man s un-
perfect and in need of more senses as well
as greater perfection in the bundred
senses Gad decided ta give him, in order
to discover many realities under the ap-
paritions. He cousiders spirits, gbosts and
other uncanny figments.

Dr. Tom A. Williams, of Washington
D.C., bowever, maintains that there as
an instinct or craving for the super-
natural in buman nature.. He. bas just
affnounced that this craving is a sign
of a physiological need.

In accord with these studies, any
craving la a sense pbenomenom of which
you mnay or may not be aware. Usually
you are nuocently and blissfully un-
cousciaus of it, yet in disturbance of the
thyroid sud other glands, there may occur
a crude, intangible recognition of the
condition.

Somethiug seems to be the matter.
-You are restless or fixed in a store.
Emotional excitement may appear. Your
craving may induce sbortness of breath
wbetber it be an instinct or an acquie4
memory, the fart remains that craviug
cames f rom some need or some main
satisfaction of the living creature.

Physiological discomfort, la, therefore,
present, and physiological discomfrt is
the evidenee that some experience in the
past of the race or of tbe individual is
absent and a need af it felt.

Now an influence, according ta Dr
W'illiams, which bas been of vast im-
partance ta buman heings since the tims
the memory of man ntns not to th(
contrar, bas heen the testimony of2
universe so gargantuan that manu recog.
nizes the limitations of bis senses an(
judgments ta reckon with it.

The ever present insistence of this largi
fact as an ultirnate end of burnan en
d= vo 2  l over and above religion
autorty or blind obedience ta an in
spired word. All of tbe inconvenier
questionings and scepticisms and dai
matisms on this earth cannot sul-merg
the plain evidene af aur own fallibl
senses, ta it, that there are more realitiee
more solid truths inaccessible to th
common senses than there are at bau
ready for thena. Dr. Williams does n
take this view but misjudges bis 0w
discoveries and leap into a tirade again:
diarlbitrary interpretat ions of supernature,
whatever that may mean.

Thc farts, however, are these. Ma
aa1d manv animnais, notably the opossui
'1)( the rat-is a curiaus creature. H
haose ia'v have anly a few senses, suchi

Sanel and touch, but it goes on probia
lýlllaisitlveIlv irto the universe with a
hafdestanclîng that there are more thini
iii heaven and earth thaii was ever drear
ofiaiianre*s- philosaphyv, a phiIosop1ý
'1vvvs.r Ilv s hv oi farts, because huma
iiitit ilae'ai a lack ai senses naceessai
ta talke in raîvriads ai certain thcug
unpreorteived lfacts.

Ail of vhieli 18 philosolagical and n(
'pý-v rituaI rcsearchical . Obvions]

tii- tali apperite ta senre mare thiný
* alIthan we have senses wlt

W ' ta catch or perceive them. is ta
'l. It is no mare a hlind strugg

x aur wisb ta eat, ta see, ta pît
- aines.

0wth-ramb stretching and woi
- u'il,ýPle cannot dispute ti

physialogical basis of a craving for the
unknown and the hidden. The chance
or accidentai principle that it takes the
forra of a belief in sprits, ghosts, spectres
and other super-normal and unreal
ixumaterialities, is unimportant.

Indeed, this is confirmation of human
ignorance and deficiency, and merely in-
dicates that the credulity which is as-
sociated with unsophistication, is a human
state of curiosity necessary ta couivert a «
want of experience, ignorance, into new f
truths or knowledge.

The appetite for the comfort of kxiow-
ledge to replace the discorfort of its
"felt-want," is given testimony in such
universal observation as the expanse of
"the heavens proclaim the glory of God."
This is a religlous ecstay, which makes you
crave a realization of sometbing wbich
you cannot directly sense, but which you
iritmtively conceive.

Evidently this ia the physioloeical origmn
of religious feeling. The unsatisfled crav-
ing or appetite generates by mncomplete,
faulty and too few senses explains the i
conviction intuitively obtained that there
will always bie more to know, more facts
to garnei than facts known.

If there 18 added to this fundamental
craving the emotions of veneration,
glorification, fear, horror and super-hemo
worship of the unknown, the first prmn-
ciples and elements of religious experience
is obtainable. This gerin of true religion
seems to bave its abiding place as much in
savage aud as ini civiîzedi man, as far
back as history and tradition reach as
well as universaU]y at this moment.

When reason is applied, logic learned,
ethies developed aud philosophy un-
ravelled, the doctrine and proofs of
religion become flxmlY Planted upo its
physialogical stranghald. Their mis-
application into mealins of the- mystical,
the superstitiaus, the bizarre, science,
religiaus, and wbat not, are mere ramrbles
and pilgrimages into byways and blind
alleys These do not alter the essenc
of the condition, to wit, a definite, physio-
logical reaching out and craving for
infinity, a Supreme Being.

To love, to taste the sail's divine delight,
0f loving some most lovely soul or sight
To worsbip stili, tbough neyer an &nswer-

Shouljdicame from the Great BeYond
> withmn the shrine.

Hinta for the. Sick Room

Wihen a woman thinks of making delibe-
rate choice of thc profession of a sick-

Snurse, she can, of course, take into careful
consideration if bier ebaracter and tenm-

-peomment are or are not suited for so
arduous and trying an avaeat.ion. No

le peculiarities of eharacter or temperamenli
iecan exempt a woman front being calle<I
aupoe bly the plain voice of duty, at one
dtime or another of lier lue, to take ber

stand by the bedside of one dear to ber,
and soothe as best she may many a weary

re hour of restlessness and pain. And al
ri women sbould train tbemselves to pôssess
[1- self-control, calmuness, and courage. As

Sthey strive to acquire a certi muto
it knowledge of the cares and duties of the

9- sickroom, lot tbem not sbrink from hearing
go the details of this or that formn of suffering
Le and disease, but gladly and readily offer
S, help, whenk they rightly and safelY cail,

ho outside the boundLs of their own arn-
d, mediate home circle. Let tbem rejoice in

anyfltingopportunity that. may corne
n in their wvay of perfecting tbemselves in
ýst this, the highcst and boliest of womnan's

"'duties, so that -,hlen their own tijne of trial
cornes they may not fail! Taking it for

an granted tat there are many whbo will
m glalv ak a few plain and practical hints

lis on tis ý,subjeet, 1 shah crondenseth
as resiltfaaiasomewhat long and wide experi-
rg ence into a short space.
an it is in things wbic.h of them-Cdves ap-
igs pear trifling, and even insignifitarat, that
rnt the comfort of a sick-raom is made or

~.naarred. For instance, an energetic anad
a amialbIv-intentiofled person places a caïd
rv pillow Îeneath thc shotlders of a patient
gh suffering from pncumaflia, that is, ina-

flammatian of the lungs; a fit of coughing,
at perhaps a restless night, is the resuit.

th ~" arn delighted to meet VaU," Saidl
1e the fathî-r of the col)lege student, shaking

ze handý \ývrnil ' with the professor. "MNv
ay son took algebra from you last vear, yoli

know.
rd *TPardon me," said the professor; h

ýhe wvas v\Poed ta it, but hie did aîot take it'"

-' -~-- ~ ~ ta a . -z--~:7 mlii -
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No More Blue Mondays
We waut an opportuiiity t(> (emonstrate ta you the advant-

age of modemn over ancient methoda.
Our way of washing by

forcing soapy water TIIROUGH
eloth is preferable ta the aId
-way of rubbing off bath dirt
-iud cloth on a wasbboard.

"Klean Kwick"
Vacuum
Washer

dcIoe the family washing thor-
amghly, f rom father's grease
eao ered overalls ta, baby's
daintiest dresses. W'ithout a
ril, or even causing mother ta
%%(Irry about the lace.

Ordiraary washing machines poke. fork and stir the clothes. The Vacuuma

N\as-ler plnces thers wîth a .tiiiniucp-haped head whicb chases out

ilirt and. farces dlean water through the' entire wash.

OPERATED BY fiANT). AS OR ELECTRTC POWER. Strong wringer,

Siýxl ra4-t rollers--every warking part fully prm teete<I

B -tter write to-uight for full 1 artiesalaîrs ara Isee otar guartlti.

Cushman Motor Works of Canada, Ltd.
Dept. H Whyte Ave. and Vine St. WINNIPEG
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