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ICA UteUuO. et OUno.,t

Acroa the English Channel the name of
Colbert, the Frenchi statesman, is justly
regarddd with national- pride; but in this
country, epocially among our young nmln,
it 18flot 8o widely known as it should ho;
for British youtbs may learn some very
valuable lasions from it.

Jea= Baptiste Colbert was bora in 1619
at Rheims; but the incident that may 1)0
.caled the turnng point in bis lue occurred
when ho -was fourteon or fifteen yoars of
mgo. Ho was thon an apprentie with hisi
godfather, M. Guillaume Certain, a wool-
len draper, at Rhoims. His masrter was a
thin, withered, old, and, as we shah see,
not over-acrupulous man of business. It
would mom that the Colbert faily was
of noble descent; but it had become re-
duoed in circumstances, and because hiej
father was poor, young Baptiste had to
learn a trade.

Ils ungapprentioe knew sometbing
Of the r o f bis on family and of1
bis country f or lie bad always been very1
fond of Qoo6.

"Wbhat book is tbat you are reading?"c
msked bis mase one day. "It seems.to
interest you very much." J

"WhY air, I ama reading the trial of1
the D Îc of Montmorency; lie was
beheaded you know, poorfellow, by' thei
order of lie Duke of Richelieu. Ministersi
mae too barali, too arbitrary, too, despotic,"E
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1parcels aside saying, ««I like this best:
what in its prioe?"

"Flfteen crowns a yard," answored
Baptiste.

Moline made a grimace.
1"«There are thirty yards, sir, in this
piece," continued the youth.

"Four hundred and fifty crowns! Here
they are," said the banker, as he handed
Baptiste the money.

A receipt was given, and the apprentice
and the porter returned to their master's
shop. i

"I think Baptiste has made amitk"
said Moline, with a smothered laugh, as
he tbrèw the other bales of cloth on the
"Golden Fleece" counter.

"Do you think so, Moline?" asked M.
Certain, trembling from head to foot.
"Let me see; No. 3 ia wanting, at eight
crowns a yard. P'i warrant the young
rascal has sold it for six crowns a yard-
lie shail pay tlW difference out of his
wages.

"How atupid I have been!" said
Baptiste. "I have sold the cloth for
Oifteen crowns a yard."

"Indeed! Happy day!" exclaimed the
old draper. "You are a fine boy, Baptiste
-I arn proud of you. Thirty yards: six
hundred and thirty francs more profit
than I expected."

"Surely you would not take such amen advantage, godfather," Baptiste
remonstrated, drawing back towards the
street-door of the shop.

The Purpose
By Grace G. Boetwick

I arn what God bas made me-Qed alone,
Rush brother, hear the message of the atone
That waite ini patience for Ris word to move,
«'o, I amn haro infinity to prove!"

1 amn what God intended-God the wise,
Hark sieter, as the lark lifts to the skies;
And soaring ings unto the throne of grace,
"Tis God through me ie winging into space!"

I arn what God lias made me--God the juet,
See child, the blooming tres with arma outthruet;
The bloseoma into fruit muet surely grow,
For Ged is there Hie fruitfulneee to show.
1 arn what Qed ha. made me-Qeod alone,
In very truth I rise to heiglite unknown;
For ail of life and life's eternity,
la juat to know Re livea and moves through me!

replied Baptiste with animation; "and, if
ever I arn prime minister-"1

A roar of laugbter from thé old woollen
draper eut short the ardent boy'. speech,
and made the blood mount te lis temples.
At length, in the greatest amazement, M.
Certain queried, "if what?"

"Pardon mue, sir; I spoke foolisly, on
the spur of the moment,"y replie ,the
young apprcut ice.

"Bahi!" said the oWd mani; «"Ict ne hear
no more of queh nonsense. Rernembor,
that hca'e, at nîy shop, at the siga of the
Golden Fleece, your duty is to seîl cloth;,
and you oughit to be thankful for having
got into so respectable a way of earning
a livelihood."

"I Iwiil ohey you, and attend to busi-
ness, answered the boy.

"Very weII, then," 'said his master,
put aside your book and listen to nie.

M.,Cenani, the Paris banker, is staying at
a certain hotel in our towî. lHe wants
to liuv some of our best cloth, and you
inust take theso four parcels to hirn for
bis inspection. No. 1 is rnarked three
crowns a yard; No. 2, six crowvns; No. 3,
eight crowns; and No. 4, flfteen crowns ayard. Itj is dear enough, but it is the
very finest Saxony. Set off now to the
banker, mind, and make no mistake-
charge the full price, and bring back
readyvt noikey. Noline, the porter, wiîl
carry ftl(,ptirvels.''

Arriv-ing at the hotel, and telîing what
t heir bulsineCss waq, hotlî of thein were
ushered into the banker's presence.

,ri,(, hanker caie forward, and after just
toueching each pieve of cloth with thîe
tips of lais fingers, ho laid one of the

.. .... ...

f "Oh! porhaps you want to go shares?"'said the dishonest old man. "Certainly,
1I agree te give you sonietblng."

«'I cannot agree te any suoh arrange-
ment," said the young apprentice.

"Bravo! my boy! Weil, thon, give it.
nil to me," cried MN. Certain. rubbing his
b ands with l1ol)ful glec.
e A single l)ound, aud Baptiste liad
cleared the sbop-door threshold into the
street, and wvas running back to the botel
%vith breatbless specd.

"Ciln I sec M. Cejiani?" lie asked of bis
valet.

"Not just nov,'' replied that ivorthy.
.MLy master is dressing; but 1 wiIl inquire

whIen you can sec him."
The valet wvent to bis ma8ter's room

andi told him who wanted to see hlm; th,
boy followviîîg closcly '"No," was the alîswer; "lie cannot sec
mue now."

Steppiing forward, Baptiste pleaded:44One worcl, sir--oxaly onie Nord. 1 have
uaintentionally imposed up<m you, sir.The loth was ouly eight crowiis a yard.
instead of fifteen. Ilere are the two
hundred and ten crowzi.s which you paid
nie too niuch. I1 ish vour onrgd
morning." . hnrgo

"Stay a mobent," eried the hanker.
"I amn no judge of cloth, and 1 sec that
vou mnight. easily have kept this monev
forvoref"

"I neyer thougbt of that, sir."
"Suppose I were to miake voua preseintof this money" queried the bauker.

1"1I would not take it, sir," ans-tvcred
Baptiste.

Taking lîim by the baud, M. Cenani
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