
INTRODUCTORY.

THE summer of 1864 marked a period of unustial

peril to the daring pioneers seeking homes in ther far

West. Following upon the horrible massacres in Min-

nesota in 1862, and the subsequent chastisements in-

flicted by the expeditions under Geilerals Sully and

Sibley in 1863, whereby the Indians were driven

from the then western borders of civilization, in

Iowa, Minnesota, and the white settlements of Dakota,
in the Missouri Valley, the great emigrant trails to

Idaho and Montana became the scene of fresh out-

rages; and, from the wild, almost inaccessible nature

of the country, pursuit and punishment were impos-
sible.

I was a member of a small company of emigrants,

who were attacked by an overwhelming rce of hos-

tile Sioux, which resulted in the death oý a large pro-.


