He reassured her, and they talked on in
low tones till Eben, who was t0 see her
back to the cottage, began to shuffle abou
Aimpatiently  in ‘the kitchen. e
S Lo;n_r‘x‘gr_hen.rd»him.j “I was never taught
i ‘tofchnsyde.r,my.."_inferiors, but you and Afn’e
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- her wraps.
- “You lezirh SO rapi Ly
u lea apidly that you will
o‘ufstrxp your instructors.”’ A . o
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learned the power of my own personal
'lty'., A ' . . o . p son B
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R L trong soul, and a stro
'sm‘xl w;vorks_out its own sal;'ation." .
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- e hink it over; the solution will come
| _‘)‘i)u-. You see, I have no doubts.”
Aﬁ_wlshl had none. Good night.”
oy nelmet Ihc:'r on the doorsteps. *“You
- were so late, T was beginnin
S e - t « -
i_f‘thl‘?g ‘had' happened.” 5 fear some
Th SOt'?ct'lll.n'g has happened to me, Anne.
m ebp ysiclan 1s curing my soul, as well as
s dnY Od)_'\:- he has laid the hand of healing
G o :liy”smk heart, and I shall soon be made
Whole.” " "She spoke softly, still under the

e bed‘(l)lrllcgc aftf r Anne had tucked her into
s the d - ka Secpy ‘Ch‘lld, she ]ay Staring into
~ic . carkness, pondering over his words,

~ and wondering if she had caught the mean-

ougt;;%h}:ers‘e?;hat salvation must she work
el ,_tf)}.prove: the strength of her
¢, the roads were ‘almost impassable.

her . areiaics o
: _.e.'i-: b:;?ﬁ?}#y,gt'lft.htﬂ:ahal,f-,acr'e belonging to
}[{‘El}yk-;‘.f:.f‘ljhg'jlittle' girls came to her
h',':im'd,‘ -after a time, Nora re-
Bt be:f:}:i'dqgcomfortablc;,as if she
Loring had Ly ‘d'Cd: for her absence; but
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urples that' kill her delicate :olf)l:?rlllg ,W::;

nee garments that hide her slim fig-
'ﬁr- fath er ‘;;thi“ks-:he can stave
:n : Sh‘c' Wlllbecome ‘conscious
s:_,ﬁh_ﬁ.;r_s._mist_ak'gn, " Don't

- “think - Nora Will be beyse,

> in trouble’ Fl‘.c},»:;};;:léarhs how pretty ¢

“your friend?"
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She had Anne in the hoyg and Hufyy

rear by ;
'lS;) gsr;gancdamhcr Lfe was ful of
ame with a rush, Ty
melted rapidly, and one momp "
awake to find Anne standip Omlr;]g "
her bed with a handful of cgr .
- “The Doctor’ e 10 ol
have scen the | o the et
s ast of the winter
heldor::,% s}ilz upi “Give them to me" §
ol d:Os cr:ider hands cup fafiy
blossoms into ﬁpc e fmd -

; er palms. “Spring brs
:;sv ab :@V‘:ﬁ:;sebe of lifc.. How glfxd la

y b a springtime child" &
said softly. '

‘- I'he 'ﬁ rst wood violets almost made
wild with joy. She gathered them el
and kept them until they lost their beay
as well as their fragrance. She spenths
in the woods, damp with earthy odor 1
full of new life, for the sap ran intk
trees, tender green shoots sprang w, al
vines wound themselves around the tru

‘and gnarled roots of fallen timber. Th
were quantities of green moss everyviee
Below in the valley the river, relessd
from its icy bondage, rippled noisiy o
the stones, chattering of the glories it
to view on its way to the inland 52 Ehe
brought her delicious trout from mount
brooks. Nature, after lying quisscer i
months, her head shrouded in 2 mail
of snow, now awoke, eager to P”f‘“?“
her tasks. Birds built their not: ®
their eggs and brought forth their yourd
newborn calves bleated in the cowshedsi

long-legged colt trotted beside its P
Nature ¥

be so beautiful ; and ye
¥ shered in with the same P
fo promise another day of perfec-
Ewill it be too much of a climb for
She paused and: surveyed her com-
solicitiously, but he laughed at her

pnight 1 feel the vigor o
Koursing through my veins.
Bt into my blood and made me forget
p faced death.” ‘
fing shivered. “Don’t speak of
E tonight. Let us talk of life, a life
fours, full of good deeds. Some peo-

bn't be spared, and you are one of
299
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fo one is indispensable in the scheme

ation. When one tree in the forest

f another springs up to take its place.

n a man’s time comes, there are. al-

f half a dozen fellows ready to step

jthe vacancy.” '

“held the gate open and she passed

figh; then he fell into step at her side

they sauntered slowly along the path
th led through the clearing to a

epAof the whole surrounding country.

Do vou make light of the work you

fto do?” |

gNO; an_d, I hope I shall live long enough '
grry it through.”

Why: don’t you begin now? You have

 to show yourself to induce others to
pw you.”

mother in the pasture below. | o
teaching the earth to reproduce, and ou ha‘,/,e faith in ‘me, but the world
the air  doubts,”? -

ow long have you had this idea?”

1 hat the worst forms of nervous dis-
3 could be healed by a life in the open
”,that.' a body wearied by toil is a bet-
3 ;nducement to slumber than any seda-
: It has come to me since I have seen
results in my.own case. You know, I

stir of newborn things was in

" Now that the seal was removed ff?m
Loring’s slips, she sought Hoffman i
and talked to him of any matter UK

most in her mind.

“Let us walk tn the topmo ‘
vith a golden SupR®

st cleanth

I think, as each v dies, tomor
(s i

genius is a creative force.”
bodies out of old ‘waste.”

broad Loring drew a long
£y, from which they could command m
lence they w
between. a gap in th
whole atmosphere was

t each morn-. practiced on Henry Gray and another
ale rose man whom I inveigled up here on false
pretenses, as he said—but he stayed with
me four months, and went back cured.”

Loring led him on to speak of his hobby,

offering a suggestion now and then. She
knew what the active life he ‘prescribed

f a young had done for her.
Spring quiet life of the place,
bracing atmosphere,
exacted, that had helped

mental balance, and had k
contented as well as her body healthy.

It was not only the
the wonderfully
but the daily tasks he
her to regain her
kept her mind

offman dreamed of gathering the nerve- .

sick from the city, bringing them to the

mountain solitude,
interpretation of life
work their way back to
grew, and as it grew the
fllment loomed upon the horizon.

teaching them a new
and making them
health. The dream
possibility of ful-

. . : . )
“It is genius,” said Loring; “‘and

“Yes, and like nature, I shall create new

They came into the open suddenly and
breath, awed by the

splendor of the view. In si-

atched the sun sinking to rest
e mountains. The
bathed in a golden
watched, the sun

ajesty and

Then, as they

light.

dropped from sight, the afterglow faded

slowly, the violet changed to palest laven-
clouds gathered darkly, and

der, the heavy
the air became )
Loring drew her
her shoulders.

“Qhall we go now?”’

marveling at the glory ©
face. :1ded him of the po

of an early saint. Flesh had given way to
spirituality. She had communed. fo.r
months with natureé; the long white st
lences had taught her mystery ; the woods

heavy with night ‘odors.
light shawl closer about

Hoffman said,

f her transfigured
rtrait
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