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ABSENCE.

{ Tranalated from Thévphile Gantier.)

Lot us stay hero: fur, wheo you reach your home
From seme far conntry, where youn hoag have dwele
Your grey-haired sire, perchavee, has breathed his

Iast,
And your dog bites you, fniline to deteet
In the hrewn stroger him whoowped hiny—onee,
Hearts that were open te von. now are closed,
And vthers hold the key—yvour best beluved
Grope in their memary to veeall Your name,
Vour life is eaveelled from the worid of botne—
Your vacant ehair beside the hearth is flled—
And you intrade, like seme unwelcome guest.
You are like a corpse, supposed to sleep in peave,
That bursts his shroud st night, and homewnnd strays,
In hope to find his widvw still fu tears,
A }:si a4l his eoffers Tull of yollow guid,

Y

A s widvwed dove hath tound @ mate—
1! A iy clntched by avaricivns hetrs~
H s changed  and so0the sorey gf

Guaginge the o
Without a pa
To sleep fore
Such s the warld s w
And, ke w mponis

he bas wade,
in's gloom,

LI 1Y
ol a secatd loeve,
codrv. when faug
weart another’s b

ur tears
er vurves the lips,
s Writ.
Gro. MUERaY.

THE CHINESE PLAY AT THE HA4Y.
MARKET.

¥ don't know how it is, Mzenie,”” said the
wanager gloomily, * but this theatre don’t seem
to pay atall. Ii's a complete failure, that’s
what it is.  We must strike out something new
and original, with & total change of scenery,
prape and costume.”’

1t was the last night of the sesson at the
Orown Prinee’s Theatre, Mayfair.  The manager
was an amizble yonng msn, just beginning his
carerT s a licensed parvevor of dramatic condi-
ments ; and though he had peppered and spiced
Lis performanves with every kpnown form of
legitimmate or illegitimate stimulant, the public
soreehow Jdidn't seem fo see it.  So here he was
left at the end of the last night, surveying the
darkened house frown the footlights, and moadily
suraming up in his mind the grand total at the
seazon’s losses.  Meenie, better known 1o the
critieal world as Miss Amina Fitz. Adilbert. was
his first young lady, a v littde Imsh gir,
with just the falntest o s of a brogee; and
if the Crown Prince’s had turned outa success
ander his energetic management, Jack Roberts
had folly made up his mind that she should
share with him infutore the honors o his nams,
of least in private life.  She was an unaifected,
simyple litile thing, with no ueiress's manners
when off the stage ; and as she had but one re-
lative in the world, & certain brother Pat, whe
had rin away to foreign parts npkuown after
the last Fenian business, she exactly suited
Jack, who often expressed his noble determina-
tion of mwrying **a lone orphazn.” Bat as
things stood at yresent, he saw little chance of
atfurding himself the huxury of malrimony, on a
magnitieent balance-sheet in which expenditure
invariabiv mansged 1o outren revenue. So he
stooil disconsolate on the pasteboard wreek of
the roval mail steamship which collided nightly
in his nfth act: and locked like z sert of
theatrical Marius abeut 1o immelate himself
amid the ruins of & scene-painter’s Carthage.

* We've tried evervthing, Meenie,’" Le went
un discenselately, * but it doesn’t seem to pay
fer ail that,  First of all we went in . for sensa-
tiausl dramas.  We put * Wicked London ' on
the stage @ wedrove a real hansom esb with a
live horse in it acress Waterlos Bridge ; we had
three murders and a desperate suicide: wou
nearly broke your uenk leaping et of ths fGurth.
tour winduw from the five, when JSerkins forgot
enongh tow in the sheet to break your
aud 7 singed 1y face dreadfnlly as the
heroie fireman going to the rescue. We had
more ralwyy accidents, powdered coachmen,
live superuumersries, and real water in that
pirce than in any piece that was ever pur on the
Lendou boards § and what did the Duily Lorie
fnfor say about it, Meenie, I ask you thai’
En " i

* They said,” Meenie answered regretfolly,
‘ that the play lacked incidens, and that the
dulipess of ity goneral mediocrity was scarcely
reliesed by a few occasional episodes which
hardly deserved the epithet of sensational.”

‘' Well, then we went in for wsthetics and
high art, and brought out Theophrastus Massin.
ger Villon ka's ' Ninon de PEnclos.’ W

Montrval.

Snooks's
draped the auditorium in sage-green hangings,
decorated the proscenium with peacock patterns
by Whistler, got Alma-Tadema to design the
coslvmes fur the c‘xnwicnl -‘::-’:5!}1!5, LS Z§iiii:u's
to supply vs with hints on Renaissance proper-
ties, and finally half 10ined gurselves over the
architectuie of that chitteau with the unro-
nouncesble name that everybody laughed at,
You got yeurself up so that vour own mother
vouldn's have known you from Elen Terry, and

I made my legs lock as thin as spindles, v6 that-

I exactly resersblid o eminent v agedian in the

“characier of Hamlet : and what cawe of it all?
What disd' the Eventng Stinger temark ahout
that play, 1 should like to know 7"

*They observed,” said Meenie, in a tone of
settled gloomn, *! that the decorations wers washy
and tasteless ;7 that the plece itsell was insipid
.and weskly rendered ;. and that no amount of
compression or silk leggivgs would ever reduce
your calves to atruly tingic diameter.”” .

“ Exacly so,” said the despondent manager,
* And then we went in for seenic spectacle.
We vrodnced * The Wide World 1 a2 Pagorama
in Five Tableaux.” . We laid our first act in

islands of the Pacific Oeean,  We hired five full-
grown elephants from Woembwell's menagerie,
and procured lving cocos.uut palme at an en.
ormous expense from the Royal Gardens, Kew.
We got three real Indian princes to appear on
the stage in theirancestral paste dinmouds ; and
we hired Farini’s Zulus to perform their dom-
plete toilette before the eyes of the spectators, as
an elovating moral illustration of the manwvers
and customs of the South Sea lIslanders. . 'We
had views, taken on the spot, of England’s latest
acquisition, the Roek of Ramtonga. .l'v'iual]y,
we wrecked this steamer here in a colliston with
A Russian ironclnd, supprsed to be synsbolieal of
the frightful results of Mr. Gladstone’s or Lord
Beacoutield's forsign policy—-I'm sure 1 forget
which : and what wus the consequence T Why,
the gods wanted to sing the National Anthem,
sud the stalls put on their squash hats and lelt
the theatro i a i3 of the sulks.”

S The fact 15, salil Meenie, ¢ English plays
and English actors are a1 a diseount. People are
tired of them,  They dou’t care for seusation any
longer, nor for asthetics, nor for speviacle : upon
my\wnl, their taste his become so debaxed and
degraded that T den’t believe they even care for

legs.  The whole worlid’s gone mad on foreign
actorsand actresses. They've got Samh Bern-
hardt and the Comeédie Frangiise, and they go
wild with ecstasies over her: asif I ecoulda’t
wake wyself just as thin by a judicious conrse of
Dr. Tanuer,”

i Neg, vou ceuldn't,” said Jaek, looking at
her plump little {ace with a momentary relaxa-
tion of his brow. “Your fresh little Irish
cheeks could never fallaway to Sarah’s pattern.”
Aund to say the truth, Mesnie was a comely little
body enough, with just as mueh tendency to
adipose deposit as at ove-and-tweuty makes a
face look temptingly like a peach. She blushed
visibly through her powder, which shows that
she had po wore of it than the custom of the
stage imperatively demands, and went on with
her patable unrestrained.

“Then there are the Yankees, with the
Danites and CUolonel Sellers, talking tragedy
through their noses, and applauded to the echo
by people who would turn up their owan at them
in a trapspontine melodrama. 8ot that's the
way af English people now, just because they're
imported direer. That comes of Free Trade, you
know. For my part, 1'm a decided protection-
ist. 1'd put a probibitory tarift upon the im-
portation of foreiyn live-stock, or compel them
1o be slaughitered at the port of entry. That's
what ['d Jo.”

Juck merely sighed.

“ Well, then there are the Dateh, again, go-
ing throngh their performances like wooden
doils. * Exquisite sell-resiraing,’ the newspapers
ks! Do you suppose

Exquisite fiddlesticks!
we coubdn't restrain ourselves if we chose 1o
walk through Hamlet like mutes at o fogeral?
Do you suppose we couldn't show ‘auppressed
feehing’ if we asted Macbethin a couple of casy-
chairs ! Stotf and pensense, all of 1t. DPeaple
go becanse they waut other people to think they
understand Dateh, which they den’t, and uan-
derstand acting, which they can't see there, If
we want 1o get on, we mnst 2o in for being Nor.
wegians, or Russians, or Sandwick Islanders, or
something of that sort 5 we really must.”

Jack looked up slowly and meditatively.
** Look here, Meenie,” he said seriously ; “*sap-
pose we get up a Chinese play 17

* Why, Jack, we'te not Chinamen und China.
women, W don't lonk in the least like it

“1 don’t kuow about that,”” said Jack quietly;
‘Cyour eyés are nut ynite the thing perkaps, but
yoaf nose 15 fzirly well up to pattern.”

o Now, sir,” said Meenie, pouting, and tarn-
ing up the somewhat refyawae feature in giues
ton, * you're gelting rule. My nose ts a very
excallent moss, as noses go. But you conid never
ninke yours into » Chitaman’s. ft'sat Jeast three
inches too long.”

“Well, you know, Meenis, there's a man who
advertises a nose machine for pnshing the cartil
age, or whatever you callis, into a proper shape.
Suppuse we get this fellow v make uy nose.
machipes for diRtorting it fotn a Chinese pat-
tern, You'll do well enough as vou stand, withi
a little walnut-juice, all except the eyes; but
your warmest admirer ceuldn’t pretend that vour
eyes are oblique.  We mnust find out some dodye
to manage that, and then we shall be all right,
We onn ensily hire a few real Chinamen ay super-
nnmeraries—engage Towr Far, or get 'em over
from New York, or Sun Francisco, of somewhoere;
and as for the leading characters, nobady 11
ever expect theni to he  very Chineselooking,
Upon iy word, the idex has points abont it. 1’11
tarn it over in iy mind and see what we can
make of it.  We may start afresh next season,
after ail.”’

The next six or eight weeks were a period of
prodigions exertion on the purt of Juck Roberts,
At first, the notion was a mere joke ; but the
more hie looked at it, the better he liked it. . An
eminent distorter of the human countenanee not
only showed him how to twist lis nose into
Mongoloid breadth and ilatness, but alse in-
ventsl an-invisible eyelid for producing. the
geuuine Turanian almond elfect, and rowe with
sucerss to the further: flight of gumming on a
pair of undiseoverable Ligh cheek-bones. In a
few days, the whole compuniy were 80 transform-
ed - that their own prompter wouldn’t have
known them, some allowance in the ‘matter of
nosed and. cheek-boues being natueally made in
the case of the Jeading ladies,” though all alike
underwent a judicious course of copions walnut-

Ay,

juice. -Jack telegraphed wildly to all parts of

o : -
. tipa A el s H
Europe, our second in Asin, our third in Mirica, !
our !lonrth in America, and our” fifth in the,

the globe for stray Chinamen ; and when at last
he picked up hatfa dozen from vessels in the
Thames, it was upanimously decided that they
looked fur less genuinely celestinl thau the Euro-
pean members of the company. A« for the play,
Jack settled that very casily. ¢ We shall give
thew George Barnwell,” he said, with wicked
audacity 5 ** only we shall leave out all the con.
sonants exeept a awl g, and eall it Hang
Chaw, the Apprentice of Fa Kiang,” TVl be
easy enough to study our parts, a8 all we've got
to do is ta know our cues, and talk hocus:pocus
in twtween as long as necessary.”’” YVery wicked
aud unpriacipled, no doubt, but very nutural
under t\w circomstanses,

1u s few weeks Jack was atle to annonnes thai
thevelebrated Celestinl Troupe of the Mirror of
Troth, sprelally decorated by his Majesty the
Enmperor of Chins and Brother of the Suu with
the Opler of ths Vermilion Penoilicase, would
appear in London during the coming season in
an original Chinese melodrama, for a limited
number of nights only.  Enthusiaaun knew no
boumds,  The advent of the Chinese actors was
the talk of suciety, of the clubs, of privuaie life,
and of the boys at the street corners, The Duily
Frritator hiad & learned article next worsiog on
the origin, progress, and present coudition of the
Chiness stage, abviously produced upon the same
principle as the famous essays ou the metaphysics
of the Celestial Foupire which attracted 20 much
atteption in the columas of the Earansiedd!
Gusette, 'The Hebdonadal Faticinalor ventured
to predict for its readers an intellestual treat
such as they had not enjoyed since the appear.
ance of Mr. Jetferson in ** Rip van Winkle™ ~
evidently the only play at the performance of
which the editor of that thoughtful aud pra.
phetic journal had ever assisted.  Ewminent Ori.
rital travellers wrote to the soviety weeklios that
they had seeu the leading sctress, Mee-Nee-
Shang, in variour well.-known Chinese dramas
at Pekin, Nagasaki, Bangkok, and even Canda-
bar. Al of them spoke with rapture of her
personal beauty, herexnuisite siuging, and her
charningly nstural histrionic powers: and
though there were some slight disercpancies as
to the question of her height, her age, the volor
of her hair, and the sopranaor contralto quality
of tier voice, vet these were minor matters which
faded into insiguificance beside their general
apreement as 1o the admirable faculties of the
consing prima downa.

Applications for stalls, boxes, and seats in the
dress circle poured fu by the thousund. Very
soon Jack became convinced that the Crown
Prince’s would never hold the erowds which
threatened to besiege his doors, and he made u
basty armangement for taking over the Hay.
market. ‘*Hang Chow, the Apprentice of Fa
Kiang,” wasduly announced, and the ply was
put in rehearsal with vigor anid eflect.

At the beginning of the wwason, Jack apened
the theatre with 3 tremendous suceoss.  Such 3
firet night was never known in Londan,  Duck.
esses intrigued for boxes, and peers called per-
sonally apoun Jack to heg ths favor of a :rl:air
bebiind the s cirele, as all the stadls were
seeured Lefosehamd for a month ahead, Thae
free Hst was roally suspended, and the pit and
gallery were all transformed into reservad place
at five shillings'a head. Juck even theuphrt it
desirable to ensare proper venttlation by tarning
on a steram of purs oxygen from a patent gener-
atar in the cellars below. [t was the gramlest
sensaticn of modern Umes.  Sarah Hernhard:
was nowhers, Mr. Raymond ook a threush
ucket for Californie, and the Dutch playerswer t
and hanged themselves in an agony of disgrace.

The vartain liftsl npon 3 beautiful piece of
willow-plate pattern szenery in hlue china,
Lzire trees fHonted adrily above a serale
tags, while & blue pagoda stood ot in the back-
zroutd agatest the sky, with aii the ebarming
dissegandoof penspactive and the law of graviza.
timt which se strikingly distinguishes Chiness
art. The frout of the stage was omnpied by a
blae shop, in which a youth, likewice dpessd in
the prevatling eoler with a dasht of white, was
serving ovt blue toaa in blue packages to blue
supermueraries, the genaine Chinanien of the
Thames  vewssls. A blue Hme hight  played
gracetully over the whole scene, and ditfosat o
general sense of celestiality over the picture in
its completeness, Applanse  was unbounded.
JFothetie Iadies in sage-green bats tore thew
trom their fieads, leal the distressful contrast of
hoe sliould- mar the pleasure of their refined
fellow-spertators s and a4 well.known  §'re Ha-
phaclite” port, holding three datfodily in his
hama, faiuted ontright, as he aftrrwads oy-
preswd i, with w spasmodie exeess of futensity,
due to the rapturons Lt too swilt satisfaction
of a subtle life-hunger. .

The youth in blne, by name Hang Chow, e
peated, from the expressive scting of the celeg
tial mmlm, to be the appreutice of hisuged and
respectad “uncle, - Wang  Seh, proprictor of o
suburbau grocerv in a génteel neighborheol of
Pekin,- At ‘ﬁl’i‘t iﬂl‘il‘?ﬂsi\‘o:}y. and ubvigu{]y

guided by - the higheat moral leclings, as might

b obeerved from the vlevated hatuare of his gos.
tures, and the extreme arcurmey with which: he
wrighed his’ tea or contted - out change to hix
customers, -his whole character. underwent g
vigible deterioration. from the woment of hiy
becoming acquaiuted with Mee-Nee Shang, the
beautiful but wicked hireoine of the pices,  Not
only did he become lowe varelslan 1o the plait.
ing of his pigtail, but healso paid less attontion
to the correct counting out of his change, which
ledd to frequent and expressive recrimination on
the part of the. flat-faced “supernumeraries, At
Iength, acting upon the suggestions of hiy ovil

Aangel, with whom he appeared about to contract

a clandestine marriage, Grorge Barn--1 ey
k] . . : n
Hang Chow—aotually robhed the tit of woyyy,.
teen stxjiilga of cazh, represented by real (‘;i,i,,,.s;
coiny. of the "realw, specially imported iTroy
Rirminghnw} nmong the propertios desigy. f“‘:
the illagtration of this great moral drama. op
course he was hunted down through the insty.
mentality. of the Chiness  police, admiraliy
dressed in - their nutional costvume ; apd altey
an interesting trisl before a Mindarian with four
battangjand. the Exalted Order of the. Pencock’
Feather, ho was foand guilty of Yarceny to (b
value of twenty shillivgs, and sentenced 1
death by the bastinads, the sentence befng ear.
ried ont, confrary to uli Wostern prevedent
coram poprlde,  Meenie, whese admihle ,-Mip.',
hadt drawn down floods of tears from the e
vallons spectators, ineluding even the dineror
of a frandulent bauk, Hnslly repented i K
last seeney ung herselt upras the bodv af hop
lover, and died with him, Tom the eflect of the
blows adininistered by one of 1ha SUPEE B er,
ariex with a getmne pices o Ogdigtal Lamto.,,

The cwrtain had risen o applivse, it B
thanders, Meentie and half the campany e for.
wand for an avation, and were almostOmothiegal
uader two cartloads of bouquels,  The dramatis
vritic of the Daily Ireitter londly declurel
that he had never tll that night known wha
acting was.  The post with the datfodils ashed
to be permitted to presout thoee golden blowin,
with an unwerthy tolder of the same uteriy
to a lady who had at one sweep blotted nut trany
his heart the memory of all European muailens,
Five sculptors aunounced their intention of
contributing busts of the Celeatial Venas 1,
neat Academy.  Aud society generatly vhserv ]
that such an artistic and iutelicctual treat cqnge
fike a delightful o us amid the movuton-s
dexert of English plays and English acting,

That night, as soou as the house was eleard,
Jack canght Meenie in bis arure, kissed her rap.
turously upon both cheeks, aml vowed that they
should be married that day fortuight,  Meenis
observed that she might if she biked ar thn
moment take her pick of the unmartied peerage
of England, but that on the whole she thuaghe
she preferred Jack.  And so they went away
well plessed with the suecess of their
night's attempt at heartlesdy and anjustinag
gulling the snsceptible British puble,

Next day, "!m:L Jack and Meense looked an-
xiously in the papers to see the vepdiel of the
able aud {mpartial eritics apon their Choen
drama,  Adl the fraternity were unanimons to o
man. ¢ The play itself,” satd the lecniter
“was perfect in its narve yet tomehing gl
sentiment, and in its profound knowledge of e
throbbing hurman heart, alwavs the ame wulde
sil disguises, whether it be the frock-vaat o
Christendom or the gracefsl tunic of the Mg
dynasty, in whose time the action is suppes
1o take place.

e

1

As for the charming acting o
Mee-New-Shang, the * Pearl of Darzhing Lishe
— so an eminent Sinaist transiates the lady’s
uame for us—we have seen nathiog sa traibdu]
for many vears on the Western stage. 1w
more than Siddons, it was grutider than Kok
And vet the graceful and amiable astress ‘hobds
up the looking-glass 1o vatare,” to borrow i
well known phrase of Contusing, and really
sn that ber acting is but anather nagpne for
it4elf,  When she died in ghie last scone, moedi
eal authorities present imagined i s meoment
that the breath had really depirted fron b
oty ; and Sir Johu Melhyee Lim:\'un’ Was vl
visibly to sigh with relief when the dittle fud
tripped hefore the curtain from the sides as oL
andd brightly as though nothing had aceared o
break the even tenor of ber appy waght,. b
was 2 pleasare which we shall not afien expos
euer upon British hoards.”

As for the * Helnlomadal Vatteinator, 7 it
Tangnage wak o ecstatic as to dely tranmenptio,
S0 was wot 8 play,™ sald the evnclnding words
of the notice, 1t was nat even 4 magaificest
sepmn - it was a geand and imperishiadde mers
revelativin, barnt into the very cote of onr na.
ture by the searching fre of man’s elague
and woman's tunoeent beauiv. To bovo beani 0
was better than to have read all the phitosopher
from Aristetle to Herbert Spencers i was o
waderlying ethicsl privciple of the aniverse
wiarhing iteeif out under onr eves to the intdl
lible detection of all shams sl impestores
whisdsoever, with voerring trath aod viveines”

Jaek and Meenie wineed ot that last sentenes
a hittle ; but they managed to swallow 18, anl
werg loppy epough in spite of the moead pone
ciple which, it seomed, was working ount thur
whtitiiaie coniusion unpureeived, .

For ten pights * Haug Chow, the Appreutiee
of Fa Kiaug,” continued to run with uneam-
pled and unabated  success,  Mee-Noee-Shang
was the talk of the clulys and the vtloas of Lou-
don, and her portrait apprared in all the shop
windows, as-well as in the next number of the
Maufiie Gucette, Professionn] beautivs of Arvin
type discovered  themselves xaihdoudy ot a odis-
eonnt ; while-a spnb-nosed almon Leyad dittle
coutitess, hitherto disregirded by davotees of the
reigning belles, woke up ons morning and fownd
hevself famous. — On'the sleventh mght, Javk's
pride was at ita zenith,  Royaliy hind been gra-
viously pleassid to sigaify its intention of ocen-
pying itastats box, stdd. the whole house wis
ablaze, from the moment of openiug thy doors,
with a: perfect oot of dlamonids and rubies.
Meenio preped with dalight from belind the
curtain, and saw even ‘the stalla filled to ovet-
flowing ten minates betors -the orehiestra struck
up its exquisite symphony for bells and triangle,
entitled *“This Eclioes of Nankin.' S

But ‘just.at.the last moment, s the curtain
wis on the point of rising, Juck rushed excitodly




