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it serves the useful purpose of making the discourse more effect-
v Then there are other clements of discourse besides the
sentenceand the word, as, for instance, the paragraph, still larger
divisions of the text, and ‘figures of speech. There are also
qualities, as well as elements, of discourse which can be made a
subject of scientific inquiry and discovery on the comparative
method.

The way in which the principles of rhetoric have been mas-
tered in the past has been tolearn them by rote from treatises on
the subject ; the proper method is to reach them by induction
based on a comparison of the styles of writers of English prose.
In no other way can the studentarrive at a conception of what is
meant by the philosophy of style, and the wider the basis of the
induction and the more thorough the investigation, the more cor-
rect and more useful will his conceptinn be.  General principles
discovered in this way by the student for himself will be of un-
speakable use to him in constructing his own discourses ; general
principles learned by rote from text books will be of no use ex-
cept to serve as a means of sccuring academic standing. It is
sometimes objected that the critical study of IEnglish prosc has =
tendency to make the student a mere imitator, but this tendency
can be reduced to @ minimum by sclecting a variety of styles for
analysis. It is as impossible for a student to model kis style on
the styles of half a dozen great prosc writers, as it is for that
curinus modern invention, the composite photograph, to be a por-
trait of cach of the persons who sat in succession in order to pro-
duce the negative.

The scientific study of prose style has a special interest for
thosc who intend to be preachers.  Many pulpit performances,
faultless in grammatical structure, models of goodtaste in the selec-
tion of wards, are hopelessly marred by rhetorical defects. Noris
this to be wondered at; for while there is in our systems of
Eaglish training somc pretence of teaching grammar and philo-
Ingy. there is bardly even a pretence of teaching rhetoric as a
science.  Much may be done in the way of judicious criticism of
the student’s own eompositions to inculcate genceral principles of
a rhetorical as well as a grammatical and philological kind, but
his rhetnrical education is not more than well begun if heis not
required o make an independent cffort 1o master the artistic




