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. Accordingly, 1 secured myself nzainst all intra- | ser and-closer to ¢ me where Ilay. “We want to sce the Englishman who is sleep-
sion ; looked under the beéd, and into the cupboard; | ‘Then the instinct of (-preservation came, and ' ing in this house !’
tried the fasteningof the window ; andthés, sa tis- | nerved me to save my life, while there was yet “ He went away hon¥s ago,”
fied that T had taken every proper precautic i- | time. T got ont of bed very quietly, and quickly |« He did no such thing. His fieatflsbent away;
led off my upper clothing, ‘put my aht, wh 1 Af again in my upper clothing, The | he remained. Show ur fo his bed room.”
a dint one, onthe hearts amonyg a fe spent, went out, I sat down in the | <1 swéar to you, Monsieur 1¢ Sous-Petfect, he
wood ashed ; and got into bed, that stoord near, and watched the bed- 'is not here! he—" | j
kerrhief full of aomey descending.. I was spell “ [ awear to you, Maonsieur le Garcon, he is, He
1 spon felt, not only t go to gleep, | Hound byit.  If I had heard footsteps 1 nd me, | slept here—he didn't find your bed comfortable—
but that1 could I was wide d not have turned round of es- e came to us to complain of it; here he is, among
-awake, and in a i ry nerve in my d be miracniously e, I my men; and bere am I, ready to look for a flea
body trembled ¥ senses seemed to Tav ved t or tw in bis bedstead; Picard! (éalling to' one
be préternatura wed. T tossed, and rol- n- | of the subordinates, and pointing to the waiter)
led, and tried every of position, &nd preser- y collar that man, and tic his hands behind him.
vingly sought out the ¢cold gornerseof the bed; and It descended-——the whole caneny, with tha fringe . Now, then, gentlomen, let us walk up stairs.”’
all to no purpose. thrust my arms over ronnd ity came down--down--ciose  down ; €0 & in the honse was secured—the « Old
the clothes; now 1 violently ¢k 3 straight | close that there wasno room now to squeeze my S the first, Then I identified the bed in
out, down to the bottom of the bad ingor betwees vd-top ar bed, 1 felt at w L Ihadslept ; and then we went into thefoom
valsively coiled them up a4 near my ¢Lin a ¥ chat had appeared to 'ahove. No object that was at all ‘extraordinary
wonld go; now-1 shook out my ctumbled jil t conopy appeared in any part of it. The Sub-Preféct look-
changed it te the cool e, patted it flat, a Lroal el fonund the place, commanded everybody to be
down quistly vn my hack; nowe, 1 fiercel silent, stampod twice on the floor, caled for a can-
led it in two, set it up on end, th i ¥ 1e epot he had stamped
board of the bed i i the 1z theré to be carefully
effort was in v ¢ aken g iis wae done in no time. - Lights
folt that I was iy for a sle 3 night. | that had eel ted it down through a hole  were produced, and we saw a deep rafiered eavity
What could I do? 1 ok to read.— | in the ceilir presses are worked betwe se flaor of this room and the ceiling of
And yet; unless I found. e methotof di- d ! el th beneath. ‘Through this eavity there ran
verting my mind, I felt ce it § was in the | § '} apparitus moved with- latly n sort of case of iron, thiekly
udition to imagine all forts of 3 to rack king the faintest noise.  There had been no and inside the case appearéd the serew,
ins with forebo ings of cvery possible and  ereaking nd it came down sthere wasnow the faint-  wh icated with the bed top below:
e danger ¢ in shorty te | s the it ift | est ound from the raom ahove. Amid a dead and  F; screw, freshly oiled--levers co-
gufforing all conceivable varietics ' norvous terrof,  awful silence I beleld before mc—in tlhe nine- | vor felt--all the complete upner works of &
1 raised myvaelf on my elbow, and | oked about the | teenth century, and in’ the civilized al of | heavy press, constructed with infernal ingenuity so
& fich wad brightened by a lavely moon- | France,—such 8 machine for secret murder by suf- | as to join the fixturcs below ; snd when taken to
t pourifig straight though tie 4 J\v—10500 - focation, as faight have existed in the worst days | pieces azain, to go into the smtllest possible eom-
ats, that 1| of the Inquisition, in the lonely Inns among the | pass, were next discovered and pulled out on the
could at all cleatly distinguish, While my eyes | Hartz Mountains, in the orions tribunuls of floor.  After some little difficulty, the Sub-Petfect

saw the four posts r

middle of the bed- T SCreW T tak

16 M4 Chdrgbro,” otetrred to tne, 1 resolved ta | recover the power of thinking ; and, & moment, 1 |the ted-rdom.  The smotheritg eariopy was then
ittitate the Freneh author, and find oceupation dnd | discovered the mutdetous -conspiracy framed | loweted, but not so noiselescly a4 I had seen it
amusément enotigh to telieve the udium of the | azainst me; in ull its horror, lowered. When 1 mentioned thisto the Sub:Per-
wakefulness; by tndking a mental inventory of | My cup of coffee had been drugred, and drugged | fect; his answer, sitaple as it whs, had a tettible
evory article of firniture 1 dould seej and by fol- | too strongly. 1 had been saved [rom being smo- | significance. “My mien,"” said he, “are working
lowing up td their sourcer the multitude of asso- | thered; by having taken un overdose of wome ' down the bed-top for the firdt time—the men
cintiong witt even & chdir, ntable, or a wash- | narcctic.” How, 1 had chafed and fretted at !he whose money you won, were in better practice.” ¢
hand-stand; maybe made to call forth. fever fit which had preserved my by keeping | We left tlie house ifi the sole poasession of two
In the nervous unsettled state of my mind at me awake! 1ow recklesly 1 had ided my=elf | police agents, every one of the ininates being re-
thiat momen®, 1 found it much easicr to make my | to the two wretehes who hud led me into thisroomy | jnoved to pridon on the spot.  The Bub-Perfect,
proposed inventory; than to make my propased | determined, for the sake of my _\\inmngS. to Kill | after taking dowq tny *proces perbal’ in his office,
tolleetione, and soon gave up all hope of thinking  me in my sleep, by the surest ‘ind most harrible | refurned with me to my hotel to gét my passpor®
{if Lo Malstre's fanciful track—or, indeed, thinking | contrivances for seeretly accomplishing my des- | « Do you think,” 1 asked, ns 1 gave it to him, that
at ali, I looked about the toom &t the different ' truction ! 1low mang men, winners like me, had | any men have really been smothered in that bed,
articles of faenitare, and did nothing more,—There | sept; as 1 had proposed to sleep, in that bed; tud | s thiey tried to smother me 3
wns, ikt the bed 1 wad |ying iti—a four-post bed, | never been seen or heard of more! 1 shuddered | 3
of all things in the world to meet with in Paris ! a8 1 thought of it.
Zoyed, 0 thorough clumsy Dfitreh four-poster, with | But, ere long, all thonght was ag i
the regulor top lined with chiutz—the regular by the sight ol tie tnutdarous cane
fringed valance all around—the tegular stifling mote. Atter it hadremained ot that
tiitwholesome eurtains, which 1 temembered hav- as [ conl
ing mechanically drawn back against the posts,
without particulirly fiotieing the bed when I tirst
got into theroom. ‘Then, there wasthe marble
topped wash-hand-stand, from which the water 1
Had spilt, in my hurry to pour itout, was
dripping, slowly and mare slowly, on to the hr
Hloor; Then, two small chairs; with my coat, €
aisteoat, and trousers Hung on them, Then, a ¢, in appearanc
large elhow chair covered with dirty-whité dimity: | to the most suspicions eve.
svith my eravat and shirtecollar thrown over the | Now for
ek, Then, a chest of drawers with two of the
bress handles off and o tawiiry, broken china ink- | If 1 1 ved, LYW noise,
atand placed on it by way of ornament for the t ttempt to suitoes Y failed, I was cel
Then, the dressing table, ailotned by a very spail 1, I leany noiscnlready: 1 my
looking-irlnss, and a very large pincushion. Then towards the door. No! | amined and re-oxami ng house was
the witdow—att unusually lerge swindow Then, 8| ho footsey i passing outside ; no sound of 8 | grictly searched all ¢ p to bottom §
dark ald pictute, which the feeble sandle dimly | treadl, light o heavy, ‘in the room above—abso- | the prisoners were seperately interrogated ; and
showed me, 1t was tlxeml\icture of t follow in & | lutely silent everywhere. Besides locking and holt- | bwo of the less guilty made a° confession, 1 dis-
high Spanish hat, erown : : v
hg teathers ;b swhrthy sinister ruffian, looking | Against it, which I had found under the bed. 1o | gambling-bouse-—ustice discovered that he had
ooking upward ; ehading his eves with his hand, remove this chest {my, blood ran cold, s I thought | feon drummed out of the amny, as a vagabond,
hiid Iooking intently upward—it might be ot some | what its contente might be !} without smaking some | some years ago; that he bad been guilty of all
tall gallows st which he was going to be hanged. tisturbance, was impossible ; and moreover, | sorts of villainies sines ; that he was in possession
At any rate he had the appearance of thoroughly ' think of escaping through the houge now barred- | of stolen property, which the owners identitied
deam-\-'ing it. % | up, for the night, was shoer insanity. Onl ¢ | and that he, the croupier, another accomplice, an
The picture put a kind of constraint upin me to chance was leit the—the window. 1 stole to it
look forward tosr—at the tap of the bed. Itwas a , tiptoe. ail in the secret of the bedstead. There nppeared
loony hnd not nn intoresting object, and I looked | My bedroom was on the first floor, above ah . 5. repson to donbt whether the inferior persons
ack at the picture. ‘i‘m\mled the feathers in the entrerof, and looked into the back atreet, which d to the house knew anything of the suf-
an’s hat; they stood out in relief; three, wh wou hitve sketehed in vour view, 1 raised my @ machinery ; and they received tue benelit
two green. [ observed the crnwn of hisl ich  hand to open the window, knowing that on that | of that doubty by being treated simply as rogued
was of 4 conical shape, accordingto the I i sups  metion hunip, by the merest hair's-breadth, m¥ | gnd vagabonds,. As for tie Old Soldier, an his
posed to huve been favoured by Guido Fpakoo I chance of salety. They keep lant wateh in 8 midony, they went to tie gaileys ;
wondered what he was lpoking up at. I eoulin't Houseot Murder—ifany part of the fisme cracked, od my colfee was im-
b at the stars siich & desperado was heitier as- L was perhaps, a lost maa ¢ It must have oceupied et how many vears; the regu-
trologer nor astronomer. It must be at the high  me at least five minutes, reckoning by time—iive louse svere comsi-
Rows, and lie Was going to be hanged presently. Fowrs, reckoning by suspense-—to open the window. 1 under surveill 3
Would the exectitioner come into possessionof hie 1 succeeded i doing it s iy, 1 doing it with a0 | bocame, for one wiols week, (%1
eonical crowned hat, and plume of featherst 1 all the dexterity of a house:bres time) the head *lion™ af Patisian societ

# I baveseen dozens of drowned! men laid out at
the Sub- Perfect, “in whose

1 lotters, stating that they

e in the Heine, beeause they

at thie gaming tahle, Do I

ny ol these men enteved at the same

i se that you eatered } won a# you
won ¢ took las you took it% slept imit?
were smo and were privately tirown
in lstter of explanation written
v n their poeiet-hooks:

| No man can say how few; have suf-
fered the lat i hive escaped, The
e kept their bedstead

n from tlie polive. The

ecrot for them. Good

omsieur Fanlkner

~in the mean-

varils its

extre-

tory is sson told, 1 whe ex.
)

| prisoned for I
r attelidan

2, venture was dramatised by thove § rio v
reen. : eneath me, would be almost certain destruction * akers; but never saw theatrieal daylight ; for the
While I atill lingered over this veryi i , Elooked round at the sides of the house. p forbade the introduction on the m‘f
fnd intellectual emplovpient, my thonghts i n the leit side, ran a thick water-pipe—it ;ig‘, bk rrect, cop¥ of thé sambling-housa bedstead.
biy began to wander. ~Tie moonlight § sl close to the outer edge of the window. The Typ grod results were produced by my sdven-
the room reminded me of a cort it I saw the pipey I knew L wad saved 1 m¥ rype, wii A
in England—tie night affer a pie-nic 3 came end wopt freely for the fustme yn ghe

Welsh valiey, - Every incilent of the drive home- since I had seen the canopy of the bed moving
ward Bhoazh lov cenery, which the moon- doivn upon yue * L to put down all gamblin
Tight made lovelfer than ever, came back to my re- Ta somye men the means of escape which Lhal | giace it cured me of om%ﬁ
Membras e, thonyh 1 had sever given thie pit nic diseoverod might have seemed difienlt and dan- | 4y an amusgment.  The s
a thonght Hryeis: §t 1 had tried to zerons aougi—1o me, the prospe iy
vecolloet it, 1 conld certainly Jave recalled little or he piye i
Otallthe

“ Rouge et Noir”

a green cloth ws3

2 Lacks of cards and heaps of money om it. wi

piie into the street did not saggest even ‘\m\-ef\mh be forever associted in my mind

of peril. I had always bees accus 4, a bed-canopy descending to suffocate me, in the
nastics, keep silonce and darkness of the night.

s d Rucrl—‘ﬂlrh‘nh :{“I
e lex over the window siil, when ¢ fived ol saung
the namcllcenc hef, Siled with roney, | thew will tiea shave well
Y contd well have adionded fo Bation it iy foxnd that the ¥
EmmuEal
minute cirenmstances of A A the iscreants of the ganhling dizection, has tl -
thanght forgotten for evon, which 1 oandd < their plunder a8 their victim. | :?1“ all ;wg(:imm
sbly have vecaided at, wili, even wmder t went Yeck t the bed, and tied the heavy hanaker- 01 2 3“5:9 t b
favorable auspices, 2 - at my back by my. cravat. Just as 1 had ‘-‘"‘1“' \Mmﬂw »
ced in 2 moment the Wavle of | w $ight, and fixed itin A P oo, 1 m}; ﬁ;:n- other i
plicated mysiorions eifek * Nothing but somc 4 1 heard A svand of bresshing outade the ';“"m . Fm x
rave of moonlight shimng i at my bed-room Yhe oMill feeiing of Motror ran theough we | The bexrd, Inpten by m
window. a« L listored.  No! wilence siill i the  cutting, €8 when Taid by | i
1 was sl thinking of the pic- »—1 hed cnly b gty “;"‘% .i‘mfg:‘m":ﬂih“‘d ‘*::. .
weesnt on the drive howie; of (e seatimental Young | % ite the room. manscat 1w g::_‘“‘t % the o
iy who wou'd quote Childe kmr:,v Tecthse 31| on the window- st and the next I had w Sem grip v\ hogh MTW o
was pmoonlight. 1 was absorbed by i A the, watee-pire with my hands and kuees, e u’h.m.!u“u & o "'M"'" X “": entAngioment
Soctos Ahd ATRWSNEENTS, Wler, W & i ! i l“liddg‘n S0 the rree exsily-and quiskly, s | ST M\:ht\unﬁ“m b
Chrand o Wwhich Wy Taemories s, s, ted, av- | chomght | whould, wid imwediucely wet off Withe | o1 vurid ol wart S T
sttention imraedinncly okmie buack to i tap atm,nvul. mch ¢ E Petuiging
‘more vividly thi lever, €5d X fonnd | Boe, which | Jorew wis situated in the =

which speaks the subiime ¥
than nremory *  Ifere was I,
the most suseicions chara ion of un-
it seem 10

quite Involantanly,

t 2 bran
knew why nor wh A “sib-Perfect

ey L=y

with 8 plume of tower- | ing my door, 1'had moved an old woden chest | sovered that the Old Soldier wis the master of the -

1| the woman who had made my cup of colfee, were -
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