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({ From the Liverpool Maii.)

GREAT MEETING IN FAVOUR
OF CHURCIH RATES.

On Tuesday we published the resolutions
adepted on Saturday, at the great meeting
which took place on that day, in Loncon,
urider the Presidency of Lord ashley, m fa-

vour of Church Rates. We also published
the petition to the Houseof Commons. We
now subjoin, as one of the most argumenta-
tive addresses on this subject, the speech of
the seconder of the first resolution.

The Rev. J. CumMING, & minister of the
Scoteh Church, scconded the resolution, and
said, that when he was first called upon to
attend that meeting he had felt some scru-
ples of conseience, lest, from his being a
minister of the Church of Scotland, he
might chance to be ccnsidered as one who
was an advocate of those revolutionary and
voluntary principles which had of late so
greatly distinguished the davs in which they
now lived, and which be might prof ably be
azlloned to add, were s0 nm:}h their diagrace
{Cheers.) The simiple Guesticn, however,
for the consideration of the meeting, was, in
bis opinion, narrowed into this shoit com-
pass, whether the land ia which they lived
‘was to be consigned to the curse of a eys-
tem of volurtaryism, or whether it sheuld
still continue to be blessed| with an estab-

 lished church. (Cheers)) He could not
but feel that in all the argument which had
taken place respecting the abslition of church
rates, the real object of the parties had heen
concealed. (Hear, hear.) He considered
that the abelition of church rates would be
but the first tap of the heavy Ylow which
was intended to premise the entire abolition
of protestantism in that country. (Hear,
hear.) Such, in his opinion, was to be the
result of the contemplation of the church
rate abolitionists. (Loud cheering.) If the
desire of those individuals—if the system
of voluntaryism were to be acceded to, the
destruction of the national church was ine-
vitable—(renewed cheers)—and lasting and
bitter indeed would be the consequences to
that country. The combination which ad-
vceated the weasure of abolitior was one in
itself as unholy as it must be of short dura-
tion. It was the result of a triple alliance
cf the intolerance of popcry, of infidelity,
and of voluntaryism— (great applause)—and
hence, if by the efforts of such an alliance
the national church must Le destroyed—
“ Delenda est ecclesia.”
{Renewed cheering.) He dcubted not but
that he should be misrepresented and abus-
ed for appearing cn that platform, and stat-
ing what he had done, but he cared not if it
were 80, Lecause he should then be stigma-
tized in the company of such great men as
Dr Cocke and Dr Chaliers, and he would
rather by far be a martyr with such men
thaxz reign a leader amongs! the advccates
of voluntaryism, backed as it was by all the
power of the intolerance of popery. (Cheers)
At the same time he was willing 10 admit
that there were many most excellent men
among the advocates of voluntarvism. He
would not shrink from the responsibility.
(Hear, hear.) Ie would there remark that
many dissenting ministers were opposed to
them; there was the Rev. Mr Jones, of Cam
berwell, a man of great talent, who laboured
like Limself, nnder the most abhorrent feel-
ings towards the unholy alliance to which
he had alluded. Again, there was the Rev.
Mr Waugh, of Brighton, an individual also
held in high estimation—he was imbued with
similar opinions (cheers,) and .many others
might te named who existed under the
same bearing towards the “triple band. Of
these, too, the large body of Wesleyans
were the foremost in their expression of hos
tility towards the exertions of the odious as-
sociation to which he had referred—associa-
ticns formed for the purpose of effecting
the downfail of the ‘established church of
the country. (Cheers.) If they “looked
back (o history it would be found that rel;-
gious scruples were formerly aclhereed to,
with one common object, and that that ob-
Ject was the safety of the national church.
Those scruples were now, however, cast
aside, aud the descendants of those who in

4

THOMAS BURTON, at his Office, opposite Messis. W. Dixos & Co’'s

L P

ancient times were the most powerful advo-
cates of the establishment had become lea-
gued, had not hesitated to mingle in one
common bond of union with these men
whose purpose was to devastate the beauty
of. that fabric which haa stood the admira-
tion of ages. (Loud cheering) ‘The asso-
ciation of those individuals was marked by
a strng hatred of the truih, and the effcet
of God’s word would ere long scatter them
to the winds. (Hear.) He would solemniy
warn the good dissenters, that so soon as
these associations with which they had link-
ed themselves had effected their purpose of
destroying the parish church, they would
quickly afterwards ride rovghshod over the
meeting-hovse. (Hear, hear.) As soon as
the church was destroyed the dissenter might
rely upon it he would follew in the wake,
with this consolation oaly to rejoice in, that
be, like Ulysees of old, would be set apart
as the last to be devoured. {Ilear.) They
had beard much talk of consciences being
aggrieved, how happened 1t that so many
years had passed over witkLout the cry being
raised ?  Why, nothing was heard of it un-
til some murders had taken place in Ireland
In consequence of -parties being called upon
to contribute a few shillings towards the
support of a church of which they were not
members. For this system tley had the au-
thority of their forefathers in ages long past
away. History told them that Christ and
his apostles had paid tribute to a heathen
power, because it was the custom of the
land in which they lived, and yet Christ had
never felt himself aggrieved; his apostles
had never felt themselves aggrieved, they
paid the tax where 1t was due, inasmuch as
It was the custom. How happened it, then
that the grievance which had been existed
under from that time to the present day, had
all of a sudden risen up as an insupportable
burden? [Hear.] Why, simply because it
was Contributed towards the support of a
national establishment recognized as forming
a part and parcel of an institution formed cn
the revealed will of God. It, however, so
chapced that until the principies of a volun-
tafy gystem were set abroad, there was no
clamour against the fair and necessary con-
ribution towards the maintenance of a na.
tional church ; but the instant the princi-
ples of voluntaryism were aflcat, then the
consciences were aggrieved, and the oppo-
nents to the system increased with alarming
and amazing rapidity. It was, nevertheless,
perfectly absurd to imagine for a single mo-
ment that a system of voluntaryism would
ever succeed in that country. (Great ap-
plause) The feeling in favour of the estab-
lishment of a natiznal church was too gi-
gantic for it to be apprehended that perma-
ment success could attend the efforts for its
destruction. (Cheers.) Every portion of
the most respectable part of the periodical
press was directed towards the maintenance
of an established religion. The Zimes has
opened its tremendous artillery in its sup-
port; the Standard was treading in the
same steps; so was the erald ; then there
were the Quar terly Review ; Fraser's and
Blackrood’s Magazines, and indeed all
the most able publications of the day, the
editors of which were powerful advoeates of
a national church. {Cheering). Aund what
was tnere on the other side?  Why tthere
was, first, the Marning Chronicie— (laugh-
ter)—the LPenny Magazine, and perhaps,
the abolitionists might be backed by the ta”
lents of the New London Uriversity—the
birthplace of the cheap knowledge system.
I'hey might too be assisted by Dr Lardner’s
Cyclopadia.  [Renewed laughter.] But
most undoubtedly their proposition ‘was not
seconded by any one publicaiion which oc-
cupred a promitient station in the literature
of the country. [Long continued applause.]
He bad had put into his hand a work from
which it appeared that the journals which
advocated the cause of the destruction of
the church were edited by papists—a facs,
if “true, which most amply accounted for
their being cpposed to the contianance of a
church establishment. (Hear) That work
was entitled, The Catholicon, and in it he
found this information :—“ We are not ig-

norant, indeed, that catholic talept is involy

ed to a consideralle extent in the periodical
iiterature of the country. The Morrning
Chronicte, moving in a truly splendid ca-
reer, at the head of the metroprhitan papers,
enjoys the co-operation of a catholic gen-
tleman of great talent, of extensive informa-
tion, and ready command of language, in a
style at once simple, logical, elegant, and
foreible.” 'Then it went on to say, that the
True Sun was under the direction of Mr
D:os Sautos, also a catholic. Such were the
advocates of the triple alliance body. To
further the interests of the Roman Catholie
it was very clear all attempts would be made
to quash protestantism. 'T'he catholic bedy
well knew that the church must be reduced
ere popery could rise. (Hear.) By the ad-
vancement of catboliciam, the existence of
protestantism, of a 1emporal and spiritual
church must be shaken, and ultimately put
an end to. (Hear.) It was a fact well
known to the voluntaries that the clurch
had granted the sum of £1000 a year to pay
a Roman Catholic Bishop in New Souh

Wales. and that more than £2000 was ad-
vanced towards the relief of the dissenting
body, and yet not onme word of opposition
had been rrised against the grants. Did
they not well know that as much as £18,060
or £20,000 was annually voted towards the

endowment of Maynooth College, in which’

were liberally inculcated the principles of
the far-famed Peter Dens? Were they not
aware - of these things, and yet held they
their tongues upon the sudbject? But, on
the other hand, the very instant it was pro-
posed to raise a sum of money for the muin-
tenance of the established church of the
land, that moment did they become elo-
quent, and it was held up as ar impious ap-
propriation. The very men who in the one
case were silent when assistance was offered
to any but the national religion, in the se.
cond when it was required that an advance
should be made for the support of the es-
tablished institutions of the country—those
very men, he said, were foremost in heaping
denunciations upon those who were desirous
of hiving under a npational system of reli

gion. (Great cheering.) They at once de-
mandea that the pulpits should be pulled
down, because the preaching of the clergv
offended their ears, and haviog done that, it
would not be long befoce they would desire
that the very steeples should be razed to the
ground, because, forsooth, they were annoy-
ing to their sight. (Renewed cheeiing and
laughter.) Above all, they would have the
voices of the ministers stopped, becanse

they were in the habit of delivering religous |

truths. (Hear, hear ) In opposing such at-
tacks they might, if they were requusite, t.ke
lis liberty, they might take his gold, imt
were they to take his religion they would
take that which would not enrich themselves
but which would make him poor indeed.—
{Loud cheers.) It had been said that the
catholic church was the toad, that the church
of Englacd was merely the tad-pole. That
was the rate of estimation in which the per-
sons professiug the former religion, and who
be it remembered, were a part of = triple al-.
:iance, had held the two churches. If, then,
the church of Rome was the substance, the
Scoteh chureh, of which he was an humble
member, must be, in .the opinion of the
same indiviauals, but its shadow.  (Hcar.
hear }  Heére, then, was the undisguised
avowal that'the church of' Rome was para-
wount, and that the churches of England
and of Scotland must be swept away from
the earth. (Loud cheers.) 'I'hcre must be
a total extinction of both to satisfy that race
Secing these things, then, it became a matter
of consideration whether the king's servants
were not imperatively called upon to tax the
country for the support of that beautiful
siructure which it was thus sought to level
with the dust. (Cheers.) It had been plain-
ly declared by the advocates of a veluntary
principle wnat their inten}lions were; it had
been said in their pulpits that the destrue-
tion of the church of England was “a con.
summation devoutly to be wished.” 1le
pro‘ested loudly against the principle thata
man whea acting in his official or legislative
character, was to divest himself of celigious
feelings—(cheers,) —aund tl:at he cught on'y
m his private capacity indulge therein.—

- Truth was arv exctie of cui chime, but orice

(Hear.} He was prepared to contend that it
was the imperative duty of every man, what.
ever his staticn, to robe himself in the gac-
ment of religion. (Cheers.) The divine
influeuce onght «lso to surround the sove.
reign, as well on the throne as in his private
chamber. (Cheers.)) Bet there was now an
endeavour to drive religion out of the natij-
onal schools <f Ireland: Lot nature, to
speak in the langnage of the old philose-
phets, “abhorred a vacuum,” and popery
rushed in. (Lond cbeers.) It had been the
same in the national scheols of Liverpool,
(Hear.) They tried the same at the Univer
sity of Scotland, but they had found a nest
of hornets there. (Cheers. They had gone
with the system to other institutions with
the sanmie want of suecess;™and it had now
settled at that rew and hungry iustitution
the London University.  (fear, hear, and
1aughter.) This spirit was now pressing for-
ward as the avanl-courier-—(hear,)— and
church rates would be the fulerum for over-
turning the national church.  (Hear, hear.)
Men’s mind® were farmed for the reception
of religion as revealed by the word of God,
and the naticnal religion had been establish-
ed in conformity with that revelaticn. (Hear)
If, then, they were to permit that religion to
quit their breasts, pepers weuld rush in and
Lecome the occupant. Men's hearts could
not be withcut God, and therefore it was
the duty of cverr maa to stand up againsg
infidelity, intoleranee, and popery, i(Loud
cheers.) King Wiiliam the IV, mizht te a
true chnstian, but King Willism must not
therefere divest himself of his relizious
earb when he guitted the closct for the ca-

oinet, But the valuntaryisis held that the

sovereign ought not *a carry his feelings of

religion into affairs of state.  Such was not .
his argument. (Loud cheers.) If volunta-

ries admitted, as he presumed they would,

that it was the duty of kings to promate the

growth of virtue, to suppress vice, and 1o

diffuse the Llessings of rehigion, Low could

they deny that it was alse ls dity to adopt

the most efliuent means of attaining that

end, by the estabhishwent and support of a

national church 2 "Whe, it arese from the

very nature of UChristianity thar it onght to

be jerdowned by kings and goverrments,—
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arnse evervalere, an.i Blread ms brager er,
flonri=ling wiithout extianecus aid.  Leave
truth to the veluntary sveiain and i
soon decay, wlhile crrer seedod no sorge
This principle was stakingly illustrates

Ireland, wheie it was proved that

whole ineonie of the Pretecrant :
The veluntary system left 1t to the peogla
themselves to send for a minister i tisey
felt the need of his spiritual advice aud con-
sclalion, but the established sysiem placed
the minister befeie them, and offered frecly
to the people the benefit of bis guidance.
Men never were. vaturally sersibie of their
want of religion, or concerned then
about the fearfu! state or desesdatio;
which their souls mizht te sunk;:
they were left themselves to ceek for relic
they would never seck for

)
cicroy . ——

: it titl the hour of
doom and the day of judgment. [Hear,
hear.] Ard, therefore, when a government
planted in every parish a church, that sweet
est amd most Leautiful of all spectacles to
the mortal eye, 1t did that which was ealcn-
lated 1o awaken to a kvowledge of their
want of religion, and brirg then to feel, by
the very chimecl the bells, and by all its
attendant solemnilies, that there was a God
and an hnwmicrtality, a heaven srd a hell,
and that they bad a scul to be eaved.—
[Cheers.] An established chureh was calcu-
lated to extend the sway of religion to the
very exiremeties cf the world, while velun-
taryism was but a pithless and unprofitable
priticiple. The hostility of the voluntaries
tq the estallished church was as hurtful and
absurc as would be their conduct if they
were to attack the post-office, and to 1nsist
that the government should no longer make
arrangements for the conveyance of letterg
and newspepers, to desseminate knowledge
end informaticn throvgh the countryeif
they were to say, *“Throw down the post-

office, Lurn gli thie mails, and let every masn




